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With  Gay  Awareness  Tape 


Lesbian  Mother 
Wins  Custody 


By  Philip  Shehadi 

NEW  YORK  —  “Respecting 
the  rights  of  individuals  is  a  funda¬ 
mental  duty  of  the  police  officer. 
What  separates  the  United  States 
from  many  other  countries  is  the 
police  response  to  a  minority  view. 
One  such  minority  is  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  ...” 

So  begins  a  40-minute  videotape 
designed  to  prepare  cadets  at  New 
York’s  Police  Academy  for  deal¬ 
ing  with  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
their  future  careers  as  police  of- 
rivci  a . 

The  announcer’s  voice  intro¬ 
duces  the  tape’s  four  participants: 
Meryl  Friedman  and  Joe  Zogby, 
co-spokespersons  of  the  Gay 
Teachers  Association  in  New 
York,  and  Frank  Hollywood  and 
John  Codiglia,  seasoned  officers 
from  the  Sixth  Precinct,  which  in¬ 
cludes  heavily-gay  Greenwich 
Village. 

In  a  loose,  unrehearsed  dia¬ 
logue,  the  four  discuss  diversity  of 
the  gay  community  and  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  anti-lesbian  and  gay 
prejudice  in  the  police  force. 

“We  wanted  to  get  to  the  stereo¬ 
types  and  myths  about  homosex¬ 
uality  and  break  them  down,” 
Friedman  told  GCN. 

“We  wanted  to  tell  the  recruits 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  not 
child  molesters,  that  we  are  more 
than  just  sexual  beings,  and  that 
we  live  not  just  in  Greenwich 
Village,  but  in  Queens,  Brooklyn, 
and  Staten  Island,”  she  said,.out- 


Compiled  by  Bonnie  Asselin 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
president  of  the  National  Organ¬ 
ization  for  Women  (NOW), 
Eleanor  Smeal,  presented  to  the 
press  NOW’s  nationwide  plans  to 
campaign  against  the  Human  Life 
Amendment  (HLA).  The  an¬ 
nouncement  came  on  January  21, 
the  eve  of  the  eighth  anniversary  of 
the  Supreme  Court’s  legalization 
of  abortion. 

The  HLA  would  grant  status  as 
a  person  to  the  fetus  under  the 
U.S.  Constitution.  One  version  of 
the  amendment  reads: 

“The  paramount  rigl\t  to  life  is 
vested  in  each  human  being  from 
the  moment  of  fertilization  with¬ 
out  regard  to  age,  health,  or 
condition  of  dependency.” 


lining  many  of  the  points  she 
makes  in  the  videotape. 

Friedman  and  Zogby  agreed  to 
take  on  the  video  project  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  April  last  year  of  the  Gay 
Advisory  Council,  a  group  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  representatives  who 
meet  on  an  occasional  basis  with 
city  and  police  officials.  It  was  felt 
that  a  videotape  of  a  gay-police 
dialogue  would  be  an  effective 
training  device  at  the  police 
academy. 

The  shooting  was  completed  in 
October,  and  the  tape  was  first 
shown  to  students  on  December  29 
and  30  in  15  different  classes. 

“The  police  were  taken  with  the 
idea  immediately,”  noted  Fried¬ 
man.  “They  were  exceedingly  co¬ 
operative  and  interested.  I  have 
nothing  but  praise  for  them.” 

One  of  the  principal  points  of 
the  videotape  is  that  the  police 
officer  is  professionally  obliged  to 
treat  lesbians  and  gay  men  without 
discrimination,  regardless  of  that 
officer’s  personal  beliefs. 

As  Officer  Codiglia  put  it,  “We 
are  not  here  to  decide  the  moral 
question  of  whether  homosexual¬ 
ity  is  right  or  wrong,  but  how  we  as 
members  of  the  force  are  to  do  our 
job.” 

A  police  officer  who  overcomes 
or  simply  suppresses  his  or  her 
anti-gay  prejudice  is  a  better  police 
.officer  for  it,  Codiglia  suggested. 

Zogby  and  Friedman  spoke  on 
dispelling  stereotypes,  which 
Friedman  called  “Public  Enemy 


The  amendment,  introduced  in 
previous  sessions,  was  reintro¬ 
duced  January  22  to  the  House  by 
Robert  Doman  (R-CA)  and  to  the 
Senate  by  Jesse  Helms  (R-NC). 

In  addition  to  banning  abor¬ 
tion,  the  HLA  would  “outlaw 
some  methods  of  birth  control  and 
the  purpose  of  Wednesday’s  news 
conference  was  to  communicate 
this,”  NOW  press  secretary  Nancy 
Thompson  told  GCN. 

Should  the  HLA  pass  as  it  now 
stands,  the  Intrauterine  Device 
(IUD)  and  sofne  forms  of  the  Pill, 
those  that  act  after  implantation, 
would  be  illegal,  she  added. 

Among  the  directives  of  the 
NOW  “woman  to  woman”  cam¬ 
paign  are,  calls  for  individual  state 
chapters  to  organize  lobbying 


No.  One.” 

“We  are  doctors,  lawyers, 
teachers,  clerks  .  .  .  We  are  ten 
percent  of  the  population,  and  we 
don’t  all  live  in  Greenwich  Vil¬ 
lage,”  she  said. 

“Many  people  think  that  gays 
are  interested  only  in. sex,”  added 
Zogby.  “But  we  love  each  other 
emotionally  besides  having  sex.” 

Continued  on  page  6 


Compiled  by  Jil  Clark 
WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
Pentagon  has  emphatically  stated 
that  all  homosexuals  without 
exception  must  be  barred  from  the 
military  —  unless  it  is  “in  the 
interest  of  national  security”  to 
draft,  enlist  or  retain  them. 

The  military’s  revamped  policy 
toward  gays  in  the  service  was 
formally  approved  on  January  16 
(see  GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  26).  All 
branches  of  the  military  must  now 
rewrite  their  regulations  regarding 
homosexuals,  eliminating  those 
clauses  which  in  the  past  gave  dis¬ 
charge  boards  leeway  to  retain 
some  lesbians  and  gay  men  under 
“exceptional”  circumstances. 

The  Air  Force’s  discretionary 
clause  was  found  unconstitution¬ 
ally  vague  by  the  U.S.  District 


days,  petitioning  drives,  leaf¬ 
letting,  door-to-door  campaigns, 
neighborhood  walks  and  educa¬ 
tional  seminars. 

NOW  is  also  helping  to  coor¬ 
dinate  a  legislative  lobbying  day  in 
Washington  on  February  4.  The 
focus  of  the  day’s  Congressional 
hearings  will  be  on  economic 
rights,  equal  rights  and  repro¬ 
ductive  rights.  Members  of  NOW 
plan  to  find  out  how  legislatures 
stand  on  the  proposed  HLA  — 
what  version  has  the  most  support 
and  how  far  it  will  go  during  the 
97th  Congress. 

Also  on  February  4,  NOW  plans 
to  run  an  ad  in  the  Washington 
Post  addressed  to  the  97th 
Congress  and  calling  for  an  end  to 
Continued  on  page  6 


Compiled  by  Denise  Sudell 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY,  MA  — 
A  probate  court  judge  here,  acting 
on  direction  from  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
(SJC)  that  he  disregard  her 
lesbianism  in  making  his  decision, 
has  awarded  Bunny  King  custody 
of  her  two  daughters. 

Probate  Court  Judge  Sanford 
Keedy,  whose  January  27  ruling 
gave  King  custody,  is  the  same 
judge  who  turned  down  King’s' 
original  custody  petition  in  1979. 

In  that  original  ruling,  Keedy 
said  that  “the  environment  in 
which  [King]  proposes  to  raise  the 
children,  namely  a  lesbian  house¬ 
hold,  creates  an  element  of 
instability  that  would  adversely 
affect  the  welfare  of  the  children.” 

The  SJC,  however,  ruled  Sep¬ 
tember  22  that  “in  total  absence  of 
evidence  suggesting  a  correlation 
between  a  mother’s  homosexuality 
and  her  fitness  as  a  parent,” 
Keedy’s  decision  was  “without 
basis  in  the  record.” 

It  sent  the  case  back  to  Keedy’s 
court,  directing  him  to  make  a 
decision  based  solely  on  King’s 
present  fitness  to  “advance  the 
best  interests  of  her  children.” 

King’s  lesbianism,  the  court 
added,  should  not  be  considered  a 
factor  in  that  determination  (see 
GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  11). 

“We’re  gratified  and  pleased 
that  the  children  are  being  re- 


Court  in  Washington,  DC  last 
December  in  the  case  of  Sgt. 
Leonard  Matlovitch.  Matlovich 
later  won  a  $160,000  settlement 
from  the  Air  Force  (see  GCN  Vol. 
8,  No.  20). 

The  new  policy  enumerates 
seven  bases  on  which  homosexuals 
are  unfit  to  serve  in  the  military. 

“The  presence  in  the  military 
environment  of  persons  who  en¬ 
gage  in  homosexual  conduct,  or 
who,  by  their  statements,  demon¬ 
strate  a  propensity  to  engage  in 
homosexual  conduct,  seriously 
impairs  the  accomplishment  of  the 
military  mission,”  the  policy 
states.  It  then  lists  the  seven  ways 
the  presence  of  gays  disrupts  mil¬ 
itary  life: 

“The  presence  of  such  members 
adversely  affects  the  ability  of  the 
armed  forces  to  maintain  disci¬ 
pline,  good  order  and  morale;  to 
foster  mutual  trust  and  confidence 
among  servicemembers;  to  insure 
the  integrity  of  the  system  of  rank 
and  command;  to  facilitate  assign¬ 
ment  and  worldwide  deployment 
of  servicemembers  who  frequently 
must  live  and  work  under  close 
conditions  affording  minimal 
privacy;  to  recruit  and  retain 
members  of  the  armed  forces;  to 
maintain  the  public  acceptability 
of  military  service;  and  to  prevent 
breaches  of  security.” 

The  Pentagon  also  articulated  a 
definition  of  homosexuality  for 
use  in  military  cases:  “  ‘Homo¬ 
sexual’  means  a  person,  regardless 
of  sex,  who  engages  in,  desires  to 
engage  in,  or  intends  to  engage  in 
homosexual  acts.” 

The  directive  states  that  any 
homosexual  act  performed  before 
entering  the  military,  regardless  of 
the  age  of  the  person  at  the  time  of 
the  act,  is  a  ground  for  dismissal 
from  the  service. 

“I’m  astounded  by  the  igno- 


tumed  to  their  natural  mother,” 
Bill  Newman,  one  of  King’s  attor¬ 
neys,  told  GCN. 

“We  were  always  convinced 
that  once  the  issue  of  lesbianism 
was  removed  from  the  considera¬ 
tions  of  the  case  —  and  it  should 
not  have  played  any  part  in  this 
case  —  that  Miss  King  would  be 
found  to  be  a  capable  and 
competent  and  loving  parent,  and 
should  have  custody  of  her 
children.” 

Keedy  was  also  directed  by  the 
SJC  to  disregard  both  King’s 
previous  voluntary  renunciation 
of  custody  to  Magdalena  Paten- 
aude  and  Patenaude’s  fitness  as  a 
guardian  in  making  his  decision. 

Using  earlier  custody  cases  as 
precedent,  the  high  state  court 
ruled  that  it  was  the  current  fitness 
of  the  natural  parent  by  which  cus¬ 
tody  should  be  determined. 

On  that  basis,  Keedy  awarded 
King  custody  effective  in  June 
1981,  after  the  end  of  the  current 
school  year,  to  allow  time  for  the 
children  to  adjust'  to  the  new 
situation.  Keedy  increased  King’s 
visitation  rights  to  assist  in  the 
adjustment  process. 

The  case  is  apparently  the  first 
one  in  which  the  highest  appeals 
court  in  a  state  ruled  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  could  not  be  used  as  a 
factor  in  determining  custody. 

“The  decision  itself  from  the 
Continued  on  page  7 


ranee  of  the  people  who  drew  this 
up,”  Don  Knudsen  of  Gay  Rights 
Advocates  (GRA)  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  told  GCN.  “The  energy  and 
time  and  taxpayer’s  money  they 
put  into  creating  these  ridiculous 
regulations  boggles  the  mind.  It’s 
government  gone  nuts!” 

Knudsen  continued,  “If  their 
regulations  were  strictly  enforced, 
they’d  be  excluding  nearly  40  per¬ 
cent  of  the  population  .  .  .  since 
Kinsey  figures  indicate  that  40 
percent  of  the  male  population 
have  at  some  point  in  their  lives 
engaged  in  a  homosexual  act.” 

Knudsen  explained  that  the  pol¬ 
icy  cites  three  different  bases  for 
separation.  The  first  category,  he 
said,  includes  “members  of  the 
military  who  engaged  in  or  at¬ 
tempted  to  engage  in  homosexual 
acts,  which  [the  Pentagon  offi¬ 
cials]  define  as  ‘bodily  contact 
actively  undertaken  or  passively 
permitted  between  persons  of  the 
same  sex  for  purposes  of  satisfying 
sexual  desires.’  ” 

Knudsen  said  that  this  basis  of 
separation  is  “still  attackable  .  .  . 
under  the  ‘due  process’  and  ‘equal 
protection’  clauses  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution,  as  well  as  freedom  of 
association  protected  by  the  First 
Amendment.  .  .  .  The  ‘due  pro¬ 
cess’  argument  was  made  success¬ 
fully  in  the  civil  service  case. 
Likewise,  we  must  force  the 
military  to  show  the  nexus  between 
homosexuality  and  the  ability  to 
do  the  job.” 

Secondly,  the  Pentagon  intends 
to  oust  any  member  of  the  military 
who  has  stated  that  he  or  she  is  a 
homosexual  or  a  bisexual.  Said 
Knudsen  “This  is  clearly  unconsti¬ 
tutional  —  a  violation  of  freedom 
of  speech.” 

Knudsen  told  GCN  that  he  is 
“surprised”  that  the  Pentagon 
Continued  on  page  13 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“In  the  history  of  man  everyone  has  talked  about 
expanding  rights,  having  more  and  more  freedom. 
But  we  have  found  that  if  you  let  people  do  what  they 
want  to  do,  you  have  chaos.  We  can’t  restore  moral 
values,  that’s  hopeless.  What  we  have  to  do  is  re¬ 
structure  society,  set  minimum  standards  of  respect 
and  order.  Frankly,  we  need  a  more  authoritarian 
state.” 

—Oilman  Henry  Salvatori,  who  “brought  the 
former  actor  [Ronald  Reagan]  into  a  tight  family  of  a 
dozen  wealthy  Los  Angeles  businessmen  looking  for 
a  spokesman  to  spread  their  Western  Gospel.” 
Salvatori  is  identified  as  one  of  the  men  most 
responsible  for  launching  Reagan  on  his  political 
career,  and  as  one  of  those  who  have  the  most 
influence  on  the  new  President,  in  Joel  Kotkin’s  “The 
Company  He  Keeps,”  in  the  Soho  Weekly  News,  Jan. 
21-27,  1981. 


northern  new  england  conference 

HOULTON,  ME  —  The  National  Conference  on 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  a  delegated  conference  with 
approximately  224  nation-wide  representatives,  will 
be  held  in  Los  Angeles  on  April  24-26,  1981.  Four 
delegates  will  represent  Northern  New  England 
(Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont). 

A  conference  to  choose  these  four  delegates  will 
be  held  on  Saturday,  February  7, 1981,  at  1  p.m.  at  the 
All  Souls  Unitarian  Church,  11  King  Street,  Augusta, 
Maine. 

It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  large  turn-out  at  the 
meeting  to  select  the  four  delegates. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
and  Vermont  who  wish  to  provide  input  in  delegate 
selection,  or  who  would  like  to  represent  those  states 
in  Los  Angeles  are  urged  to  attend.  For  information 
write  to:  "Conference,”  P.O.  Box  1024,  Houlton,  Maine 
04730,  (207)  532-7931. 


not  economically  depressed 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  Promising  to  fight  laws 
that  “protect  immorality,”  acoalition  offunldamental- 
ist  church  leaders  is  mounting  a  campaign  against  a 
bill  to  outlaw  job  discrimination  against  lesbians  and 
gay  men. 

The  San  Francisco  Examiner  reports  that  the 
fight  over  the  bill,  AB1,  introduced  by 
Assemblymember  Art  Agnos  (D-San  Francisco),  “is 
shaping  up  as  a  repetition  of  last  year’s  battle.” 

After  an  estimated  3000  supporters  of  lesbian 
and  gay  civil  rights  demonstrated  here  last  year, 
Agnos  defeated  fundamentalist  church  opposition  in 
state  asembly  committees.  But  the  bill  was  killed  on 
the  assembly  floor  (see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  26). 

This  time,  Californians  for  a  Biblical  Morality 
made  the  first  public  move  with  a  news  conference 
promising  a  campaign  to  kill  the  Agnos  bill  and 
defeat  legislators  who  vote  against  “family  values.” 

“The  Bible  condemns  homosexuality  as  a  sin 
and  a  crime,”  said  the  Rev.  Roger  Wagner  of  Sonoma, 
spokesperson  for  Californians  for  Biblical  Morality. 

The  pastors  opposed  the  bill  on  moral,  health, 
and  even  economic  grounds. 

Unlike  most  minorities,  gays  are  not  economical¬ 
ly  depressed,  said  Rev.  Chris  Howard  of  the  Capital 
Christian  Center  in  Sacramento.  Howard  said  that  70 
per  cent  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  consists 
of  college  graduates. 

He  said  the  gay  unemployment  rate  is  about  half 
that  of  the  rest  of  society,  the  average  gay  household 
income  is  about  50  per  cent  above  state  averages, 
“and  they  have  more  discretionary  income  because 
they  seldom  have  family  obligations.” 

The  Rev.  Jose  Granda  of  the  First  Amendment 
Coalition  of  Davis  questioned  whether  gays  are  a 
“legitimate”  minority  deserving  legal  protection. 

"Hispanics  are  a  bond  fide  minority  because 
they  cannot  change  the  color  of  their  skin.  However, 
homosexuals  can  change  their  behavior,”  Granda 
said,  adding  that  religious  leaders  will  organize  to 
defeat  lawmakers  who  threaten  their  “family  and 
cultural  values.” 


privacy  panel 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  California  Governor  Jerry 
Brown  has  begun  making  appointments  to  his  blue- 
ribbon  Commission  on  Personal  Privacy,  charged 
with  studying  problems  of  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation  or  invasions  of  the  right  of 
personal  privacy. 

The  first  named  of  Brown’s  alloted  15  appoint¬ 
ments  to  the  25  member  panel  were  Bill  Kraus,  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant  to  openly  gay  San  Francisco 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt;  Paul  Lorch,  editor  of  San 
Francisco’s  Bay  Area  Reporter ~  Los  Angeles  City 
Attorney  Burt  Pines;  and  Wallace  Albertson,  former 
president  of  the  California  Democratic  Council  and  a 
teaching  fellow  at  the  University  of  California  —  Los 
Angeles.  (UCLA).  Announcements  of  other  appoint¬ 
ments  are  expected. 


women  and  the  draft 

SEATTLE  —  The  controversial  issue  of  drafting 
women  sparked  a  debate  at  a  public  forum  here  Jan¬ 
uary  17. 

A  panel  of  feminist  antidraft  activists  expressed 
every  shade  of  opinion  from  pacifism  through  non¬ 
violent  civil  libertarianism  to  revolutionary  feminism, 
arguing  with  each  other  and  the  audience,  according 
to  a  release  from  Seattle’s  Radical  Women. 

“If  the  draft  is  reinstituted,  should  women  be 
drafted?  If  Jews  are  gassed,  should  Unitarians  be 
gassed?”  asked  Alice  Ray-Keil,  a  pacifist  and  anti-war 
worker.  “If  women  are  raped,  men  should  not  be  raped 
too.” 

Ray-Keil  said  that  feminists  must  seek  a  common 
ethic  of  survival  as  a  guide  to  action,  and  that  the  draft 
“does  not  lead  in  the  direction  of  survival.” 

Sue  Davidson  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  said  that  the  current  ACLU  suit  charging  that  a 
male-only  draft  is  discriminatory  against  males  is  “a 
tactic  to  strike  down  the  draft  law.”  She  is  opposed  to 
any  draft  for  women,  claiming  that  such  a  draft  would 
only  extend  the  areas  in  which  women  are  victimized. 

Others  opposed  her  view.  Constance  Miller-En- 
gelsberg,  a  black  artist  and  human  rights  worker,  said 
she  was  “opposed  to  a  draft  in  general,  for  both  men 
and  women.  But  if  it’s  inevitable  that  a  draft  is 
reinstituted,  women  ought  to  be  drafted.  Then  we’d 
see  more  power  and  fury  behind  the  antidraft/antiwar 
movement. 

She  was  seconded  by  Sherri  File,  a  lesbian  and 
member  of  Radical  Women.  “Nobody  belongs  in  U.S. 
wars  but  Rockefeller  and  Reagan,”  File  said.  “The  rest 
of  us  belong  in  the  resistance.  If  the  anti-draft  move¬ 
ment  cannot  stop  the  draft  and  a  war,  then  there  must 
be  a  resistance  on  the  inside,  and  the  ranks  of  that 
resistance  must  include  women  if  it  is  going  to  suc¬ 
ceed.  And  to  not  draft  women  is  blatantly  sexist.” 

According  to  the  release,  “everyone  agreed  that 
women,  people  of  color,  and  lesbians  and  gays  are 
treated  as  second-class  citizens  in  the  military  and 
that  discrimination  in  the  service  must  be  fought.” 

Further  disagreement  arose  over  non-violence  as 
a  philosophy  and  ethic.  “If  survival  is  the  ethic,  in  a 
nuclear  age  non-violence  is  the  only  practical 
alternative,”  said  Ray-Keil. 

Miller-Engelsberg  disagreed.  “If  the  need  arises 
to  bear  arms,  I’m  all  for  it.  Armed  response  has  to  be 
the  last  recourse,  but  if  it  is  necessary  it  is  important 
for  women  to  be  able  to  do  it,  and  do  it  well.” 


remember  mona’s? 

NEW  YORK  —  Do  you  remember  Mona’s?  Did 
you  hang  out  at  the  Hilltop  or  any  other  New  York  les¬ 
bian  bar?  The  newly-beginning  Lesbian  History 
Project  of  New  York  is  interested  in. collecting  bar 
names  and  locations,  information  about  lesbian  life 
and  social  networks,  incidents,  events,  impressions, 
stories,  photographs,  and  memories.  All  communica¬ 
tions  are  confidential. 

Any  lesbian  interested  in  participating  in  the 
group,  contributing  materials,  or  sharing  memories 
about  New  York  metropolitan  area  lesbian  life 
pre-1970  can  contact  the  project  through  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  New  York,  NY 
10016,  or  call  (212)  874-7232  or  (516)  333-5719. 


mariposa  library 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Mariposa  Foundation  and  Re¬ 
search  Foundation,  Inc.,  is  soliciting  materials  for  the 
establishment  of  lesbian  and  gay  libraries  “as  readily 
accessible  repositories  and  archives  for  all  media 
works  pertaining  to  homosexuality.” 

Sex  researcher  Dr.  C.A.  Tripp,  author  of  The 
Homosexual  Matrix,  has  already  donated  to  the  library 
his  extensive  personal  collection  of  works  relating  to 
homosexuality  and  homosexuals,  foundation  presi¬ 
dent  Bruce  Voeller  has  announced. 

The  gift  includes  many  rare  and  autographed  vol¬ 
umes  collected  by  Tripp  over  a  period  of  nearly  fifty 
years.  The  books  range  from  complete  published 
works  of  Freud  through  first  editions  of  the  works  of 
Gertrude  Stein  and  of  Alice  B.  Toklas’s  biography  of 
Stein. 

A  lengthy  correspondence  between  Tripp  and  his 
friend,  Dr.  Alfred  Kinsey,  is  included  in  the  donation, 
as  are  original,  unpublished  photographs  of  Kinsey, 
rare  photographs  by  von  Gloeden  and  much  other 
ephemeral  material. 

Mariposa  has  also  accepted  for  its  collection 
several  other  major  libraries  from  private  individuals, 
as  well  as  donations  of  complete  sets  of  several  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  publications,  including  GCN. 

“In  short,”  an  announcement  by  the  foundation 
states,  they  seek  donations  of  "any  and  all  gay- 
oriented  miscellanea  or  related  subject  matter.” 

The  Mariposa  Foundation  is  a  charitable  founda¬ 
tion.  Donation  of  books  and  other  materials  is  usually 
tax-deductible.  Send  contributions  and  requests  for 
further  information  to  The  Mariposa  Foundation 
Library,  186  Spring  Street,  New  York,  NY  10012,  (212) 
431-3843,  or  3821  Fourth  Avenue,  San  Diego,  CA 
92103,  (714)  293-3381. 


anti-abortion  rally 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Anti-abortion  lobbyists  are 
urging  President  Ronald  Reagan  to  agree  to  simul¬ 
taneous  action  on  an  anti-abortion  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  and  other  conservative  social  legislation 
as  well  as  measures  to  improve  the  economy. 

The  Boston  Herald-American  reports  that  50,000 
opponents  of  abortion  attended  a  rally  January  22  to 
protest  the  eighth  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court 
ruling  in  Roe  v.  Wade.  That  1973  ruling  left  decisions 
on  abortion  to  the  woman  in  early  weeks  of  preg¬ 
nancy. 

“This  should  not  be  an  either-or  situation.  This  is 
not  a  guns-or-butter  choice,”  Nellie  Gray,  head  of  the 
organization  which  sponsors  the  annual  protest,  said. 
She  was  referring  to  fears  that  in  turning  his  attention 
to  the  economy,  Reagan  would  make  other  issues 
lower  priority. 

“This  is  not  the  time  to  rest  on  our  laurels,”  Sen. 
Jesse  Helms  (R-NC)  warned  abortion  opponents  at  a 
news  conference.  “The  pro-choice  forces  will  not  give 
up.  All  manner  of  efforts  will  be  made  to  tell  Ronald 
Reagan  that  he  should  retreat  and  back  up  on  the 
position  he  has  taken  through  the  years.” 

To  applause  that  the  Herald  said  “contained  an 
implicit  threat  as  well,”  Helms  thundered,  “The 
Ronald  Reagan  I  know  will  not  back  up.” 

The  group  did  not  seek  a  commitment  from 
Reagan  on  the  Human  Life  Amendment  (HLA),  but  his 
anti-abortion  stand  should  help,  a  spokesperson  told 
the  Herald. 

“But,  the  Herald  reports,  “the  conservatives  are 
nervous  about  Reagan.  They  are  angry  at  post¬ 
election  talk  that  he  wants  to  postpone  divisive  fights 
on  such  social  issues  as  the  anti-abortion  or  school 
prayer  amendments  until  he  has  conquered  key 
economic  problems. 

“They  are  divided  among  themselves  about 
whether  an  abortion  performed  to  save  the  life  of  the 
mother  also  should  be  considered  murder  under  their 
proposed  amendment.” 

Rep.  Robert  Dornan  (R-CA),  a  key  sponsor  of  the 
amendment,  justified  an  absolute  ban  on  abortions, 
even  if  the  mother’s  life  is  in  danger,  by  saying 
doctors  never  face  choices  between  saving  the 
mother’s  life  or  that  of  the  fetus,  according  to  the 
Herald. 

The  Helms-Dornan  amendment,  introduced  into 
Congress  an  hour  before  the  rally,  would  ban  all 
abortions,  including  those  performed  to  save  the  life 
of  the  mother.  Another  anti-abortion  amendment, 
reintroduced  the  same  day  by  Sen.  Jake  Gam  (R-UT), 
would  permit  such  abortions. 

(See  related  story  on  the  National  Organization 
for  Women’s  campaign  against  the  anti-aDurtiun 
amendments,  this  issue.) 


a  victory 

SYRACUSE,  NY  —  A  12-year-old  girl  here  has 
won  her  case  against  a  state-operated  summer  camp 
for  boys. 

The  Associated  Press  reports  that  Justice  John 
Cowley  of  the  New  York  State  Supreme  Court  told  the 
state  to  open  its  Rushford  Environmental  Education 
Camp  for  Boys  in  Allegheny  County  to  girls  no  later 
than  1982.  The  decision  was  the  result  of  a  complaint 
made  in  a  lawsuit  by  12-year-old  Lorca  Sheppard  of 
Syracuse. 

The  ruling  was  “a  victory  in  the  war  against  sex 
discrimination,”  said  the  girl’s  attorney,  Karen 
DeCrow. 

Thomas  Maroney,  an  assistant  attorney  general, 
called  the  decision  a  compromise.  He  said  the  state 
did  not  oppose  coeducational  camps,  adding  that  the 
problem  was  monfey.  No  further  explanation  of  his 
statement  was  given  in  the  report. 


yorkshire  ripper 

LEEDS,  England  —  Women  here- are  producing 
leaflets  and  posters  about  male  violence  against 
women,  and  in  particular  about  the  13  women  murder¬ 
ed  by  the  killer  known  as  the  “Yorkshire  Ripper,” 
according  to  a  report  in  Gay  Noise. 

The  women  want  the  leaflets  to  reach  every 
women’s  group  and  center  in  the  country.  They’ve 
been  asked  to  raise  at  least  £500  ($1150  in  U.S. 
currency)  from  anti-sexist  men  towards  the  cost  of 
this  campaign,  Gay  Noise  says. 

Meanwhile,  women  in  London  urgently  need 
money  to  organize  the  defenses  of  women  arrested  in 
pre-Christmas  protests  against  male  violence  against 
women.  Approximately  30  defendants  have  been  re¬ 
fused  legal  aid  and  are  also  likely  to  be  fined,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Gay  Noise.  They  ask  for  contributions  to  be 
sent  to  South  East  London  Women  Against  Rape, 
Box  10,  190  Upper  St.,  London  N1,  England. 

Gay  Noise  is  a  lively,  irreverent,  and  thought- 
provoking  British  leftist  paper  published  by  a  collect¬ 
ive.  For  information  on  overseas  subscription  rates  or 
to  contact  the  collective,  write  Gay  Noise,  BM  Gay 
Noise,  London  WC1N  3XX,  England. 
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Money  Troubles 
May  Close  WCAS 


By  David  Morris 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The 
future  of  one  of  the  oldest  lesbian 
and  gay  radio  programs  in  the 
country  is  suddenly  in  doubt  a^  a 
result  of  severe  financial  problems 
at  the  station  that  has  broadcast  it 
since  its  beginning  in  1973. 

WCAS,  the  250-watt  daytime 
AM  station  that  features  a  variety 
of  music  and  progressive  news  and 
public  affairs  programs,  including 
the  lesbian  and  gay  “Closet 
Space,”  is  expected  to  be  off  the 
air  after  Friday,  January  30. 

The  station’s  financial 
difficulties  came  to  a  head  last 
week  when  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  had  its  bank  accounts 
frozen  as  a  result  of  delinquent 
taxes. 

Pending  FCC  approval  of  a 
transfer  of  the  operating  license, 
the  station  will  begin  broadcasting 
again  in  mid-April  under  new 
ownership. 

Persons  connected  with  the 
station  were  unprepared  for  the 
developments.  Katherine  Trianta- 
fillou,  producer  of  “Closet  Space” 
since  March  of  last  year,  told 
GCN,  “For  a  lot  of  us  it’s  like, 
‘What  next?’  Not  as  though  it’s 
connected  with  Reagan,  but 
there’s  a  sense  of,  ‘Oh,  Christ, 
can’t  we  count  on  anything?’” 

Dan  Murphy,  station  manager 
and  a  minority  stockholder  in  the 
corporation  that  owns  it,  spoke  at 
a  January  28  community  meeting 
about  the  station’s  troubled  finan¬ 


cial  history.  He  said  WCAS  has 
not  done  well  since  it  became  a 
public-affairs  station  in  the  ’60s 
and  has  not  been  financially  self- 
supporting  for  as  long  as  a  year 
since  the  present  owners  took  con¬ 
trol  in  1976. 

But  there  is  interest  in  the 
station  as  more  than  a  profit¬ 
making  enterprise.  When  the  15 
paid  staff  members  were  told  on 
Friday,  January  23,  that  they  were 
being  terminated,  they  volun¬ 
teered  to  accept  their  severance 
pay  as  salary  and  to  work  for 
another  week  while  they  tried  to 
raise  funds  from  the  community. 

Cathy  Moylan  of  the  WCAS 
news  staff  told  GCN  that  within 
five  days  of  the  termination 
notices,  over  $2,000  had  been 
raised  through  benefits  and  indi¬ 
vidual  donations. 

Discussion  at  the  January  28 
community  meeting,  which  drew 
some  150  participants,  included 
plans  to  pay  staff  salaries  from 
donated  funds  until  the  station’s 
new  owners  take  control  in  April. 
Murphy,  however,  was  noncom¬ 
mittal  on  the  present  owners’ 
ability  or  willingness  to  pay  other 
operating  expenses  in  the  interim. 

The  future  of  “Closet  Space” 
under  the  new  owners  is  not  cer¬ 
tain.  “My  intention,”  Triantafil- 
lou  said,  “is  certainly  not  to  go 
away  but  definitely  to  talk  with 
the  new  owners  and  make  sure  the 
program  continues.  There’s  cer- 
Continued  on  page  7 


Susan  Fleischmann 

Lesbian  and  gay  groups,  along  with  disabled  and  other  groups,  participated  in  the  anti-inauguration  march 
and  rally'here  that  drew  1000  people. 

Anti-Inauguration  March 
Calls  For  Unity  Of  Left 


Compiled  by  Joanne  Brown 
BOSTON  —  Banners  reading 
“Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right”  and  “We  are 
everywhere,  we  will  be  free  —  les- 
bian/gay  pride”  were  among 
many  carried  January  24  in  the 
Boston  anti-inaugural  march 
billed  “Inaugurate  a  People’s 


Pro,  Anti-Gay  Lobbies 
Plan  Bills  For  Congress 


Compiled  by  Betty  Krier 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —A  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  civil  rights  bill  was 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  97th  Congress 
on  January  28. 

Representatives  Ted  Weiss 
(D-NY)  and  Henry  Waxman 
(D-CA),  the  chief  co-sponsors  of 
the  bill  in  the  past  two  congres¬ 
sional  sessions,  are  again  assuming 
that  role.  Thirty-two  other  repre¬ 
sentatives  added  their  signatures  to 
the  bill  this  time,  more  than  have 
ever  co-sponsored  its  introduc¬ 
tion. 

Steve  Endean  of  Gay  Rights  Na¬ 
tional  Lobby  (GRNL)  expects  that 
hearings  on  the  bill  will  be  held  be¬ 
fore  the  House  Committee  on  Em¬ 
ployment  Opportunity  and  Con¬ 
stitutional  and  Civil  Rights.  Last 


year,  the  first  that  any  hearings  on 
the  bill  had  been  held,  only  the 
Employment  Opportunity  Com¬ 
mittee  conducted  such  hearings. 

Despite  the  progress  towards 
hearings  and  the  rising  number  of 
introductory  co-sponsors  (usually 
the  number  drops  at  the  beginning 
of  every  session),  Endean  was  not 
optimistic  about  surpassing  the 
total  of  55  co-sponsors  reached  by 
the  end  of  last  session.  “Around 
March  or  April  we’ll  be  right  back 
around  55,”  he  said. 

The  rise  of  fundamentalist 
Christian  groups  such  as  Moral 
Majority,  who  oppose  lesbian  and 
gay  civil  rights,  introduced  a  new 
hurdle.  Endean  told  GCN,  “It’s 
not  that  the  grass  roots  are  rebel¬ 
ling  against  them  [the  legislators], 
it’s  the  fear  of  the  grass  roots 


rebelling  against  them  that  is 
making  them  reluctant.” 

In  this  context  Endean  pointed 
to  the  upcoming  reapportionment 
of  congressional  districts  accord¬ 
ing  to  1980  Census  figures  saying, 
“Everyone  is  up  in  the  air  over 
what  their  district  will  look  like. 
Liberals  are  afraid  they’ll  be  gerry¬ 
mandered  into  conservative  dis¬ 
tricts.” 

Endean  emphasized,  however, 
Continued  on  page  13 


Movement  for  the  ’80s.” 

Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right  (BLAGMAR) 
and  the  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Plan¬ 
ning  committee  were  two  of  more 
than  60  local  groups  which 
endorsed  Saturday’s  march  and 
rally,  organized  by  a  coalition 
headed  by  the  Mobilization  for 
Survival. 

Plans  for  an  indoor  rally  at 
Faneuil  Hall  were  disrupted  when 
the  hall’s  administration  locked 
the  doors  after  800  people  were  in, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there 
seemed  to  be  plenty  of  seats  left  for 
the  200  remaining  outside.  People 
inside  began  hollering  “Open  the 
doors  —  let  them  in,”  but  a  repre¬ 
sentative  from  the  administration 
who  took  the  mike  insisted  there 
was  a  threat  of  danger  to  the  hall. 

“Pure  garbage,”  commented 
one  rally  participant.  “This  is  the 
most  orderly  group  of  people  I’ve 
ever  seen  —  everyone’s  sitting 
quietly.  I  think  it’s  a  scare  tactic. 
The  lockout  will  get  publicity  and 
then  people  will  be  less  confident 
about  coming  to  future  rallies.” 


Marshals  persisted  in  negoti¬ 
ating  with  the  administration  while 
the  rally  continued  with  speakers, 
singers,  tap  dancers,  and  a 
performance  by  Little  Flags 
Theatre.  Finally  moderator  Leslie 
Cagan  asked  the  crowd  to  join 
with  rally  organizers  in  moving  the 
rally  outside  so  that  no  one  would 
miss  it.  Outside,  however,  talks 
were  cut  short  and  performers 
were  omitted  because  of  winter 
weather  and  the  lack  of  an  outdoor 
broadcasting  system.  No  speakers 
had  been  planned  to  address 
lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Cagan  was  one  who  did  not 
deliver  her  prepared  text,  but  in 
brief  comments  she  stressed  that 
abortion  rights  are  being  eroded 
and  that  there  is  a  need  for  a  united 
left  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
Human  Life  Amendment,  a  bill 
which  proposes  to  make  abortions 
and  some  forms  of  birth  control 
completely  illegal. 

Chicana  lesbian  activist  Nancy 
Green,  addressing  the  issue  of  El 
Salvador,  said  U.S.  involvement 
Continued  on  page  7 


News  Commentary 

London’s  PIE  Trial  Opens 


Police  Arrest 
Murder  Suspect 


By  David  Morris 
BRAINTREE,  MA  —  Police  in 
this  Boston  suburb  have  filed 
murder  charges  against  the  man 
who,  on  January  17,  reported  to 
them  that  he  had  found  the  body 
of  his  neighbor,  a  gay  man,  lying  • 
beaten  to  death  in  his  own  home 
(see  GCN  Vol.  8„  No.  27). 

Twenty-two-year-old  Keith  But¬ 
ler  was  arrested  on  January  22 
after  friends  of  both  Butler  and  the 
victim,  Francis  Hussey,  told  police 
Butler  had  been  trying  to  sell  a  set 
of  valuable  oriental  rugs  missing 
from  Hussey’s  house. 

Braintree  Police  Captain  Ted 
Buker  told  GCN  Butler  is 
suspected  of  killing  Hussey  on  the 
night  of  Thursday,  January  15, 
then  taking  the  rugs  in  Hussey’s 
car  to  an  acquaintane  in  nearby 
Brockton  who  had  agreed  before¬ 
hand  to  buy  them.  The  potential 
buyer  then  supposedly  changed  his 
mind  and  Butler  hid  the  rugs  by 
the  side  of  a  road  in  the  Blue  Hills 
area  near  Braintree. 

Buker  said  the  police  knew  of 


the  rugs  as  a  result  of  investigating 
a  break-in  at  Hussey’s  house  the 
week  before  the  murder. 

Hussey’s  car  was  found  the 
morning  of  Sunday,  January  18  at 
the  Braintree  rapid  transit  station. 
The  rugs,  which  are  valued  at 
about  $3,000,  have  not  been 
found. 

Hussey  died  of  massive  head 
injuries  and  had  suffered 
numerous  lacerations,  bruises  and 
contusions.  The  telephone  line  to 
his  house  had  been  cut  and  the  gas 
turned  on.  Butler  claimed  to  police 
that  he  had  been  investigating  the 
odor  of  gas  when  he  found  the 
body. 

Butler  was  initially  reported  as 
the  last  person  to  see  Hussey  alive. 

Buker  told  GCN  his  department 
is  still  looking  for  the  six  rugs. 
Included  are  three-foot  runners  of 
varied  lengths,  two  small  rugs  and 
a  nine-foot  by  twelve-foot  rug  with 
a  diamond  pattern.  Any  inform¬ 
ation  should  sbe  given  to  Captain 
Ted  Buker,  Braintree  Police 
Department,  (617)  843-1212. 


Britain’s  Pedophile  Inform¬ 
ation  Exchange  (PIE)  is  a  group 
which  describes  itself  as 
“campaigning  for  the  legalization 
of  consensual  sex  between  adults 
and  children.”  Five  members  of 
the  group  were  arrested  in  1979 
and  charged  with  “conspiracy  to 
corrupt  public  morals.  ”  Their 
trial,  in  London’s  Old  Bailey, 
began  January  19. 

Journalist  and  activist  Roger 
Moody,  author  of  Indecent  As¬ 
sault,  is  covering  the  trial  for  GCN 
from  the  Old  Bailey.  Here  is  his 
assessment  of  the  first  three  days 
of  the  trial. 

LONDON  —  The  “PIE  trial” 
opened  this  week  at  London’s 
Central  Criminal  Court.  The 
public  prosecutor,  Mr.  Tudor 
Price,  opened  by  alleging  that, 
while  the  Pedophile  Information 
Exchange  was  ostensibly  set  up  to 
“.  .  .  clear  myths  about  pedo¬ 
philia,  offer  advice  and  legal  help 
and  campaign  for  the  legal  and 
social  acceptance  of  pedophile 
love,”  in  reality  its  “principal 
interest  was  the  acting  out,  either 
in  reality  or  in  fantasy,  of  sexual 
contact  with  children.” 

-  Four  members  of  the  PIE  exec¬ 
utive  committee  are  up  on  a  charge 
of  “conspiring  to  corrupt  public 
morals.”  A  fifth  member,  David 
Grove,  died  from  cancer  just 
beforeChristmasl98Q,althoughthe 
attorney  general,  Michael  Havers, 


knew  that  David  was  suffering 
from  a  terminal  illness  some 
eighteen  months  before,  it  was 
only  three  months  ago  that  David 
had  been  released  from  trial. 

The  first  day’s  proceedings,  on 
Monday,  January  19,  were 
taken  up  with  a  rewording  of  the 
indictment,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
attorneys  for  the  prosecution  and 
defense.  The  case  will  now  be 
heard  under  criminal,  not  com¬ 
mon,  law;  the  prosecution  has  the 
burden  of  proving  intent  to 
“debauch  and  corrupt  the  morals 
of  children  and  adults.”  And  the 
jury  will  allegedly  be  able  to  make 
a  distinction  in  its  judgements 
between  encouraging  illegal  sexual 
activity  and  —  much  less  seriously 
—  of  encouraging  the  distribution 
of  pornography  among  PIE 
members. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  three  wit¬ 
nesses  have  been  called  by  the 
prosecution  in  an  attempt  to  prove 
the  PIE  members  used  the  organ¬ 
ization’s  magazine  to  indulge  what 
Mr.  Tudor  Price  calls  “their 
perverted  sexual  interests.”  All 
three  have  been  elderly  men,  all 
three  have  been  convicted  in  recent 
years  of  indecent  acts  with  child¬ 
ren.  The  first  agreed  that  he  had 
planned  a  holiday  with  the  second, 
on  which  he  intended  to  bring  an 
eight-year-old  boy  friend  (in  fact 
the  holiday  never  materialised). 
The  third,  under  defens?  cross 


his 

to 

for 


examination,  agreed  that 
doctor  had  advised  him 
masturbate  as  compensation 
his  wife’s  physical  inability  to  have 
intercourse,  and  he  had  used  “por¬ 
nography”  obtained  from  PIE 
members  to  do  so. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  a 
politically  motivated  trial.  The 
judge,  Peter  Lennon,  achieved 
notoriety  two  years  ago  as  the 
public  prosecutor  in  a  case 
brought  against  three  journalists 
for  publishing  information  on 
Britain’s  secret  armed  services.  His 
main  intervention  so  far  has  been 
to  ask  what  significance  there  was 
in  the  first  two  prosecution  wit¬ 
nesses  describing  themselves  as 
“energetic  males”  in  the  PIE 
contact  columns. 

The  four  PIE  defendants  — 
Tom  O’Carroll,  David  Wade, 
John  Parratt  and  Michael  Dagnall 
—  expect  an  ordeal  of  two  to  three 
weeks’  duration. 

That’s  plenty  of  time  for  Brit¬ 
ain’s  gutter  press  to  have  a  field 
day.  None  of  them,  except  the 
radical  fortnightly  Peace  News, 
mentioned  a  picket  by  some 
twenty  gay  activists  on  the  opening 
day  which  tried  to  make  the  link 
between  the  persecution  of  PIE 
and  the  homophobic  line  which 
Britain’s  police  and  courts  have 
increasingly  evinced  in  the  last 
four  years. 


Page  4  •  Gay  Community  News,  February  7,  1981 


nv«*ro~»N!K>_ 

oscn«ite,l-S!... 


Gay  Man  Wins  Suit  Against  Police 


Ry  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  A  jury  in  Boston 
Federal  District  Court  ruled  in 
favor  of  a  gay  man  who  charged 
that  the  New  Bedford,  MA  police 
imprisoned  him  falsely  and  other¬ 
wise  violated  his  civil  rights  when 
they  placed  him  in  protective 
custody. 

On  the  last  day  of  a  week-long 
trial  that  began  on  January  19,  the 
jury  awarded  nominal  damages  of 
$100  to  Earl  W.  Weeks  as  compen¬ 
sation  for  incidents  that  occurred 
in  July  1977  as  a  result,  Weeks 
claimed,  of  police  homophobia. 

Weeks  alleged  that  during  one 
of  their  frequent  sweeps  of  a 
downtown  New  Bedford  cruising 
area ,  officers  searched  his  car 
illegally  and,  without  probable 
cause,  locked  him  in  jail,  citing  the 
Massachusetts  protective  custody 
statute  as  justification. 

Under  the  law,  the  protective 
custody  statute  can  be  used  to 
detain  persons  so  intoxicated  that 
they  present  a  threat  to  themselves 
or  to  others. 

Weeks  stated  that  he  had  not 
been  drinking  at  the  time  and  was 


not  given  the  legally  required 
sobriety  test  and  that  he  was  not 
allowed  to  make  a  telephone  call, 
as  the  law  requires. 

The  jury  found  that  Weeks’ 
confinement  was  false  imprison¬ 
ment  under  the  common  law  of 
Massachusetts. 

The  plaintiff  charged  that  Ken¬ 
neth  Gifford,  one  of  the  police 
officers  involved,  assaulted  him 
verbally  and  physically  in  the  jail 
and  threatened  to  kill  him  if  he 
found  him  in  downtown  New  Bed¬ 
ford  again. 

The  jury  rejected  Weeks’  claims 
concerning  assault  and  battery. 

According  to  Weeks,  police 
continued  to  harass  him  for  several 
weeks  after  the  initial  incident. 

Two  other  New  Bedford  police 
officers,  Norman  Turcotte  and 
Richard  Perry,  who  were  in  charge 
of  the  police  station  at  the  time, 
were  named  in  the  settlement. 
Another  two  officers  and  the  City 
of  New  Bedford  had  been  named 
as  defendants  in  the  lawsuit  but 
were  found  to  be  without  liability. 

John  Ward,  the  attorney  who, 
along  with  Michael  Avery,  repre- 


Hustler  Convicted 
In  ’76  Slaying  Here 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  A  25-year-old 
hustler  was  convicted  of  second- 
degree  murder  in  Suffolk  Superior 
Court  on  Thursday,  Jan.  21  for 
the  1976  slaying  of  a  Boston  gay 
man  (see  GCN,  Vol.  4,  No.  23). 

David  Dickson,  whose  last 
known  address  was  New  York 
City,  was  sentenced  to  life  in 
Walpole  Prison  for  killing  David 
Strong,  a  South  End  real  estate 
agent  who,  according  to  Dickson’s 
testimony,  had  taken  Dickson  to 
his  Clarendon  Street  apartment 
from  the  neighborhood  bar  where 
they  had  met. 

Dickson  claimed  at  the  trial  that 
he  had  stabbed  Strong  in  self  de¬ 
fense  when  Strong  attacked  him 
with  a  knife  during  a  violent  argu¬ 
ment  over  the  $100  Strong  had  of¬ 
fered  him  for  having  sex.  Strong 
died  of  four  stab  wounds  in  the 
back  and  four  in  the  chest.  Dick¬ 
son  claims  a  scar  on  his  right  fore¬ 
arm  is  the  result  of  a  deep  cut 
Strong  inflicted  on  him. 

Dickson  admitted  taking  from 
Strong’s  apartment  a  19-ineh  color 
television  which,  prosecutors  ar¬ 
gued,  he  could  hardly  have  carried 
with  a  deep  cut  in  his  arm.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Robin  MacCormack,  the 
Boston  mayor’s  liaison  to  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community,  police 
found  no  indication  in  the  apart¬ 


ment  of  the  violent  struggle  Dick¬ 
son  described. 

According  to  Mark  Madden  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department, 
Dickson  was  found  in  February 
1979  when  he  broke  down  during 
an  interrogation  on  other  matters 
by  New  York  police  and  admitted 
he  had  “killed  a  fag  in  Boston.” 
His  return  to  Boston  was  delayed 
when  charges  were  brought  against 
him  for  assaulting  a  Manhattan 
court  officer  as  he  was  being 
transferred. 

Dickson  was  released  on  bail  in 
Boston  in  December  1979  but 
failed  to  appear  at  a  hearing  on  the 
murder  charges  in  March  1980.  He 
was  arrested  again  in  August  of 
that  year  in  a  dramatic  police 
search  of  the  Strand  Hotel  in  Man¬ 
hattan,  and  returned  here. 

Friends  of  Strong  report  that  he 
drank  heavily  and  would  frequen¬ 
tly  take  hustlers  to  his  apartment 
where  he  would  sometimes  have 
loud  arguments  with  them. 
According  to  Madden,  Strong’s 
friends  told  police  they  had 
warned  him,  “David,  you’re  going 
to  end  up  dead.” 

It  is  not  known  whether  Dickson 
took  money  or  other  articles  from 
Strong’s  apartment.  The  victim 
had  reportedly  been  pointed  out  to 
Dickson  as  a  likely  prospect  for 
robbery. 


FOR  SALE 
Ogunquit  Maine  Restaurant 
$180,000 

Warm  cozy  restaurant  in  coastal  village — 

1  minute  walk  to  Ogunquit  Playhouse— 

5  minute  walk  to  Perkins  Cove  and  beaches— 
Motels  abutting— 90  seats— 

Year  round  business — Good  gross — 
$180,000  firm/$60,000  down  and  walk  in 
m  pretty  turnkey  operation— 

Ther  financing  available- 


m 


sented  Weeks,  told  GCN  he  was 
“very  encouraged”  by  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  trial  but  that  he  still 
had  reservations. 

“We  were  disappointed  that 
the  jury  did  not  come  back  with  a 
larger  verdict,”  he  said,  “but  you 
must  realize  that  in  a  case  such  as 
this,  where  an  openly  gay  man  who 
is  not  rich  and  powerful  seeks  to 
prevail  against  five  police  officers, 
and  it’s  his  word  against  theirs, 
any  verdict  is  an  emormous  moral 
victory.” 

Ward  added  that  the  $100  settle¬ 
ment  was  hardly  commensurate 
with  the  humiliation  his  client  had 
experienced. 

“The  jury’s  failure  adequately 
to  compensate  Weeks,”  Ward 
said,  “is  an  indication  of  how 
much  homophobia  still  exists  in 
our  courts.  The  real  tragedy  is  that 
the  courts  in  general  are  so  homo- 
phobic  that  oftentimes  they’re  un¬ 
aware  of  their  own  homophobia.” 

Ward  attributed  the  relatively 
small  amount  of  the  settlement  in 
part  '  Judge  John  J.  McNaught’s 
refusal  to  admit  into  evidence  a 
Continued  on  page  6 


WCAS  740AM,  the  radio  station  that  brings  you 
"Closet  Space,"  the  only  show  in  Boston  serving  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community,  needs  your  help.  Due  to 
insufficient  funds,  the  staff  at  WCAS  has  been 
laid  off  as  of  Friday,  January  23,  and  we  are 
presently  working  off  our  severance  pay.  We  have 
negotiated  to  stay  on  the  air,  but  we  need  to 
raise  some  money. 

What  you  can  do: 

Send  checks  or  cash  to 
The  Committee  to  Save  WCAS 
380  Green  Street  (Central  Square) 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

Stay  tuned  for  benefits 
that  will  help  us 
raise  money 

Tentative  Monday,  February  2  at  The  Rat 

Schedule:  Performers  to  be  announced 

Tuesday,  February  3  at  Jonathan  Swift's 

Patty  Larkin 

Didi  Stewart  and  the  Amplifiers 
and  The  Rubies 

Help  us  serve  you. 

Closet  Space  Sundays,  11  -  1 1 :30  a.m.,  WCAS  740AM 


METROPOLITAN  CENTER 

PRESENTS - 


“Remains  one  of  the  glories 
//'of  the  American  Musical  Theatre!”™^ 


Ro^GtRS  °nd 

*  mm  .  rvx  ,  'S/A/, 


BOX  OFFICE  NOW  OPEN 
LIMITED  ENGAGEMENT 

4  WEEKS  ONLY!  FEB.1 1  -MARCH  8 

PERFORMANCE  SCHEDULE:  Opening  Week:  Preview  Wed.  at  8PM,  Opens  at  fc45PM,  oFt1' 
at  8PM,  Sat.  at  2:30PM  &  8PM,  Sun.  at2:30PM  &  7:30PM.  Second, Third  &  Final  Week.  Tues.  thru  Sat. 

Eves  at  8PM,  Mats.  Sat.  &  Sun.  at  2:30,  Sun.  Eves,  at  7:30. 

PRICES  Mon  thru  Thurs.  &  Sun  Eves.,  Sat.  &  Sun.  Mats  -  Orch.  Front:  £2^50  20_00.  Rear.  $18.00. 

16  00:  Loges  $22  50:  Bale  Front:  $22  50,  20  00,  18.00;  Rear:  $16  00  12_00_Frr&  Sat.  Eves 
Orch  Front:  $24  50,  22  00.  Rear  $20  00,  18.00;  Loges:  $24.50;  Bale  Front.  $24.50,  22  00,  20  00; 

Rear  $18  00.  14  00 


FOR  INFORMATION  CALI.  MORNINGS 
BETWEEN  8  &  10  AM  (207)  640-5900 
ASK  FOR  f.r. 


FOR  TICKETS  &  INFORMATION: 

(617)  542-3600 

Tickets  also  available  at  all  TICKETRON  outlets 

GROUP  SALES:  (617)  426-6444 
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Community  Voices 


correcting  the 
record 

To  whom  it  may  concern: 

In  reference  to  your  cover  story  “Gays  and 
Lesbians  and  the  Mormon  Church”  (Vol.  8,  No. 
23,  Dec.  27,  1980): 

In  the  article  you  talked  about  our  organization 
and  reported  about  us  as  such,  “There  is  a  group 
of  gay  Mormons,  called  Affirmation,  but  many 
shun  it  because  it’s  so  full  of  police  spies  and 
Church  spies.”  I  must  protest  this  as  being  a 
totally  inaccurate  reporting. 

Affirmation  has  been  in  existence  for  almost 
seven  years.  We  have  on  very  rare  occasions  had 
problems  with  the  Mormon  Church  and  with  the 
local  police  force.  I  believe  that  I  would  be  correct 
in  saying  that  most  active  gay  organizations  have 
had  their  share  of  problems  too.  But  for  over  two 
years  now  we  have  had  no  “spies”  or  other  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  either  the  Church  or  the  police 
force  attend  our  meetings.  This  came  about  when 
we  informed  the  Church  that  they  could  either 
leave  us  alone  or  we  would  attend  and  disrupt 
their  Sunday  meetings.  We  no  longer  have  a 
problem  with  them. 

I  see  your  article  as  a  tool  of  the  Mormon 
Church  in  reintroducing  the  fear  that  for  so  long 
they  used  against  us.  I  ask  that  you  correct  the 
record  and  retract  that  part  of  your  story  about 
us. 

I  have  enclosed  one  of  our  pamphlets  and 
would  like  to  let  you  know  that  Affirmation  is  a 
strong  and  growing  organization.  We  now  have  a 
membership  of  almost  1000  people  and  have  inde¬ 
pendent  chapters  from  Washington,  DC  to  Los 
Angeles,  CA. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  we  may  work  together  for 
the  good  of  the  gay  community. 

Sincerely, 

Raymond  King,  Executive  Secretary 
AFFIRMATION/Salt  Lake  Chapter 
PO  Box  11893 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84147 

P.S.:  Prometheus  Enterprises  has  disbanded. 
Copies  of  Prologue  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
us. 

the  spirit  speaks 

Dear  Editor, 

This  is  to  express  deep  appreciation  for  the 
quality  and  accuracy  of  the  presenatation  of  the 
carried  article  on  the  occult  written  by  Michael 
Anderson. 

In  the  section  of  the  article  which  dealt  with  the 
interview  Mr.  Anderson  conducted  with  me,  he 
very  graciously  quoted  me  exactly  as  Spirit  in¬ 
spired  me  to  answer  his  inquiries.  From  what  we 
have  been  able  to  learn  both  on  a  metaphysical 
and  more  pragmatic  level,  the  article  may  well 
have  been  responsible  for  saving  three  people 
from  suicide  and  also  from  informing  a  large 
group  of  people  that  in  no  circumstance  are  they 
going  to  be  abandonned  by  the  God  Force.  One 
client  of  mine  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  he  would 
keep  that  article  for  the  rest  of  his  life  .  .  . 

The  timing  of  the  presentation  of  the  article 
had  to  be  Divinely  inspired  for  there  is  no  greater 
period  of  extreme  elation  or  despondency  than 
around  the  Christmas  holiday  so  you  can  under¬ 
stand  the  importance  of  Spirit’s  message  to  so 
many,  even  your  medium  was  used  to  reach  many 
they  would  not  have  been  able  to  immediately 
attend.  You  are  to  be  truly  commeded  for  giving 
Mr.  Anderson  the  space  he  needed  and  for  the 
cooperation  in  the  timing  of  the  publication. 

Again,  many  thanks  for  the  splendid  coverage 
of  the  Occult  and  for  the  wonderful  timing  you 
gave  it.  1  hope  we  see  a  lot  more  of  it. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Helen  Maresca, 

Dorchester,  MA 


straight  talk 

Dear  GCN, 

Straight  Talk  About  Lesbians,  a  slide- tape 
show  produced  by  Liz  Diamond,  was  shown  on 
Jan.  7  at  the  Cambridge  YWCA  to  a  very  recep¬ 
tive  audience  of  about  fifty  women.  At  the  end  of 
the  show  Diamond  asked  for  comments.  Here, 
belatedly,  are  some  criticisms  of  what  I  saw  as  the 
message  of  the  show  —  that  lesbians  are  as 
normal  and  American  as  apple  pie. 

While  Diamond  clearly  worked  hard  to  present 
lesbians  of  varied  races,  classes,  and  ages  and  to 
present  both  people  with  children  and  without 
children,  she  made  no  apparent  effort  to  portray 
a  variety  either  of  lesbian  life  styles  or  lesbian 
politics.  The  show  is  about  lesbians  for  whom  “a 
relationship”  is  of  great  importance  and  in  many 
cases  about  lesbian  couples.  (My  criticisms  in  no 
way  diminish  my  appreciation  of  the  women  who 
were  courageous  enough  to  appear  and  tell  of 
their  lives.) 

In  countering  the  stereotype  of  lesbians  as 
monsters  and  perverts.  Diamond  presented  lesbi¬ 
ans  and  their  families  talking  about  the  joyous¬ 
ness  and  domestic-style  happiness  of  lesbian  love. 
The  speakers,  standing  by  the  sea  and  seated  by 
the  hearth,  talked  in  romantic  generalities  about 
wonderful,  supportive  relationships.  Too  often 
omitted  were  their  concrete  reasons  for  valuing 
their  friend/lover,  such  as:  “she  washes  her  share 
of  the  dishes  . . .  listens  carefully  when  I  talk  ...  is 
willing/eager  to  negotiate  our  conflicts  .  .  .  love 
me  if  I’m  fat  or  thin  .  .  .” 

These  concrete  reasons  are  part  of  what  make 
all  friendships  among  women  so  valuable. 
Women  are  more  willing  than  men  to  struggle 
together  to  be  fair,  to  trade  teaching  and  learning, 
and  to  share  shit  work  and  privileges.  For  two 
reasons  it  is  critical  that  the  day-to-day  reality 
base  —  handling  of  money,  chores,  etc.  —  was 
absent  from  the  show. 

First,  in  choosing  to  spend  her  daily  life  with 
women,  a  lesbian  is  linked  to  the  many  “straight” 
women  who  choose  to  spend  time  with  their  fe¬ 
male  friends  and  relatives  because  they  enjoy  the 
qualify  of  their  company  and  the  way  they  do 
activities  together.  Second,  because  the  personal 
is  political,  the  struggles  that  take  place  among 
lesbians  in  their  kitchens  and  bedrooms  are 
important.  Strivings  to  act  as  equals  and  inde¬ 
pendent  beings  are  often  consciously  linked  to 
other  struggles  against  unjust  hierarchies. 

The  slide  tape  show’s  only  reference  to  political 
motivations  for  choosing  to  be  lesbian  was  men¬ 
tioned  in  passing  by  a  male  doctor  in  a  voice-over 
giving  statistics  on  the  current  incidence  of 
lesbianism.  The  only  woman  I  recall  in  the  show 

good  for  you 

Dear  GCN: 

I  want  to  applaud  the  letter  from  Donald 
Guenot  in  last  week’s  GCN.  His  teenage 
viewpoint  of  such  a  controversial  matter  as 
man/boy  love  is  refreshing  and  heartening. 

I  am  62  years  old,  and  have  a  20-year-old  lover. 
We  are,  most  importantly,  friends.  There  is  a 
sharing,  a  consideration,  a  mutual  regard  that  is 
adult  and  responsible.  I  do  not  support  him  finan¬ 
cially;  he  pays  his  own  way  and  does  at  least  his 
share  of  the  house  chores.  He  is  a  fine  young  man 
and  I  am  proud  of  him,  as  he  is  of  me.  While  our 
relationship  will  not  be  “forever”  (is  any 
relationship  “forever”?),  we  are  going  to  enjoy 
each  other  for  as  long  as  possible,  and  will  part 
friends  when  that  time  comes. 

Let’s  end  this  nonsense  about  coercion  and 
exploitation.  Of  course  there  are  people  who 
coerce  and  exploit  in  the  gay  world  as  well  as  in 
the  straight  world.  But  don’t  make  blanket  con¬ 
demnations. 

Name  withheld, 

Boston,  MA 


who  dealt  with  politics  in  any  fashion  at  all  was 
the  First  woman  who  spoke,  a  lesbian  who  came 
out  at  72,  who  articulated  a  burning  anger  about 
economic  injustice. 

A  world  which  became  safe  for  and  accepting 
of  lesbians  would  be  a  better  world  for  lesbians. 
But  that  could  conceivably  (though  not  likely!) 
happen  with  the  bulk  of  the  oppressive  structures 
remaining  intact.  The  slide  show  mentions  lesbi¬ 
ans  denied  marriage  licenses.  To  me  a  marriage 
license  is  a  vestige  of  patriarchy,  a  slip  of  paper 
commemorating  the  ownership  of  another.  Un¬ 
deniably,  there  may  be  some  sisters  who  do  want 
marriage  licenses  —  and,  as  the  slide  show  said, 
there  may  be  some  sisters  for  whom  keeping  tradi¬ 
tional  butch-femme  roles  matters.  But  what  of 
the  many  lesbians  for  whom  creating  truly  alter¬ 
native  life  styles  is  the  issue? 

What  of  the  women  who  are  doing  one  or  more 
of  the  following:  living  in  communes,  living  as  “a 
single,”  having  several  lovers,  having  no  lovers 
(women  who  love  women  but  aren’t  particularly 
interested  in  sex),  wQrking  on  collective  child 
care,  etc.  These  women  were  not  portrayed  at  all 
in  the  slide  show. 

Straight  Talk  is  more  about  women  wanting  to 
be  accepted  by  society  than  about  restructuring 
society.  In  the  last  section  of  the  slide  show  it  is 
mentioned  in  passing  that  many  lesbian  concerts 
are  signed  for  hearing-impaired  people  and  are 
accessible  to  wheelchairs.  But  the  show  ignored 
entirely  the  work  that  some  lesbians  do,  for 
example,  to  assert  their  rights  if  they  are 
“handicapped”  people,  to  fight  the  military- 
industrial  complex,  to  work  to  end  racist  and 
sexist  practices.  For  some  lesbians  forging  the 
links  between  oppressed  groups  of  people  is  an 
important  goal.  In  these  instances  a  “lesbian  life 
style”  is  not  simply  a  new  variant  to  be  tolerated 
by  society,  but  part  of  a  commitment  to  work  for 
change  at  many  levels.  In  this  most  important 
respect,  I  suspect  that  there  are  many  lesbians 
who  are  not  as  American  as  apple  pie. 

I  do  not  fault  Liz  Diamond  for  her  personal, 
more  “traditional”  view  of  lesbianism.  I  fault  her 
for  taking  out  to  college  campuses,  Y’s,  and 
women’s  groups  a  presentation  that  claims  to 
speak  for  lesbians  and  that  superficially  appears 
to  cover  the  gamut,  while  it  leaves  out  entirely 
what  I  see  as  a  significant  portion  of  the  lesbian 
community.  The  thinking  of  the  lesbians  who 
were  not  shown,  their  goals  and  struggles,  would 
be  of  value  for  all  women  to  hear  and  consider. 
Marie  Ariel 
Cambridge,  MA 


a  true  leader 

Dear  GCN, 

It  is  my  perception  that  the  gay  community  of 
Boston  does  not  fully  appreciate  the  efforts  of 
Robin  MacCormack.  I  have  met  and  dealt  with 
him  on  various  occasions,  and  I  have  found  him 
to  be  a  formidable  force  for  us  all.  BAGLY 
(Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth)  has  seen 
the  benefits  of  his  efforts.  Several  of  the  gay 
murders  were  solved  this  year  largely  due  to  his 
effort. 

Due  to  a  fire  at  Beacon  Chambers  last  fall,  the 
Lindemann  Center  Gym  was  lost  to  our  gay  bas¬ 
ketball  team  at  a  crucial  time.  After  months  of 
planning,  our  tournament  games  with  a  gay  New 
York  basketball  team  were  in  jeopardy  due  to  a 
month-long  loss  of  our  gym.  With  only  a  week’s 
notice,  Robin  secured  a  gym  for  opr  use  on  the 
desired  afternoon.  Without  that  gym,  all  of  our 
work  would  have  been  wasted.  I  am  sure  that  this 
is  but  one  of  hundreds  of  similar  deeds  performed 
by  Robin.  If  his  position  is  lost,  at  the  very  least 
the  community  must  be  made  aware  of  the  hu- 
mariitarianism  of  Robin.  And  we  should 
appreciate  the  presence  of  a  true  leader  who 
strikes  a  genuine  direction  for  the  modern  gay 
community  of  1981 . 

With  love, 

Tony  Jasinski 
Boston,  MA 


paranoid 

Dear  Editor, 

Del  Martin  and  Phyllis  Lyon  wrote  Lesbian/ 
Woman  in  1972.  They  described  the  authentic 
need  of  some  women  to  love  other  women  in  a 
consenting,  homosexual  relationship.  Like  other 
books  on  a  homosexual  theme,  its  focus  is  almost 
exclusively  on  the  criminality  and  victimization  of 
gay  people  by  barracudas  in  the  straight  commun¬ 
ity.  This  only  serves  to  reaffirm  a  gay  theme.  We 
are  tragic  figures  in  a  terrible  world.  Indeed,  we 
are  not,  nor  have  we  any  right  to  pretend  to  be. 

If  we  are  to  be  liberated  as  an  American  min¬ 
ority;  that  is,  to  become  a  part  of  the  whole,  we 
must  stop  taking  advantage  of  the  tendency  of 
human  nature  to  panic  when  faced  with  the  dif¬ 
ferent. 

If  we  continue  to  feel  persecuted  by  laws  that 
are  not  enforced,  by  mannerisms  which  offend  no 
thinking  person,  by  a  jargon  everyone  under¬ 
stands,  and  by  a  ghetto  of  clubs,  bars  and  at¬ 
titudes  then,;we  only  fool  ourselves  and  continue 
to  encourage  a  Nazism  of  sexuality  in  others. 
This  is  a  form  of  self-worship  and  self-aggran¬ 
disement.  We  are  not  that  odd.  And,  we  create 
our  own  ghetto. 

By  doing  this,  we  renege  on  our  social  respon¬ 
sibility,  which  is  to  seek  compromises.  For,  only 
children  imagine  that  everyone  and  everything 
must  be  the  same.  Some  homosexuals  think  that 
some  heterosexuals,  e.g.,  parents,  police,  clergy, 
etc.,  can  hear  about  unusual  sexual  stances  and 
yet  not  also  imagine  that  being  gay  is  anything  but 
a  sexual  focus. 

Homosexuality  is  also  a  social  phenomenon.  It 
is  not  necessarily  a  social  illness.  Therefore,  its 
members  are  not  more  entitled  to  a  unique  or 
abusive  treatment  than  are  heterosexuals.  It  is  im¬ 
perative  that  we  stop  helping  people  throw  mud  at 
us. 

To  avoid  this  human  tendency  to  see  ourselves 
as  special  cases,  it  is  necessary  to  view  ourselves  as 
ordinary  citizens.  We  must  stop  magnifying  our 
difference  and  concentrate  on  our  commonality. 

Our  present  attitude  is  paranoic.  By  pointing 
out  where  we  are  different  (read:  better)  we  invite 
equally  thoughtless  attack. 

We  have  a  worthy  goal.  To  be  people,  woman, 
and  lovers  requires  a  wiser  investment  of  energy 
and  commitment. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Anne  Davis 
Boston,  MA 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being  formed 
to  support  GCN  in  its  longstanding 
effort  to  get  free  subscriptions  to  the 
paper  in  to  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  and 
also  to  get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other  week 
there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list  on  the 
Classifieds  page.)  Volunteer  help  is 
always  appreciated  in  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  project  (including  doing 
outreach  to  women  prisoners  and  re¬ 
searching  and  informing  prisoners  of 
their  mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a  contri¬ 
bution,  it  will  be  much  appreciated. 
Thank  you. 


Reminder 

Bylines/Datelines 

In  August  1979,  in  response  to  suggestions 
from  our  readers,  we  developed  the  following 
policy:  datelines  appear  in  all  news  stories  to 
identify  immediately  the  location  of  a  news 
event.  Bylines  (such  as  “By  Lisa  Nussbaum”) 
indicate  that  the  writer  filed  the  story  from 
the  city  in  which  it  took  place.  In  the  case  that 
the  story  is  written  in  a  city  other  than  the  one 
indicated  by  the  dateline,  we  use  the  words 
“Compiled  by.” 


Want  to  be  Out  at  Work? 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Manager.  Ad¬ 
vertising  or  sales  experience  as  well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women  and  men  in  advertising  neces¬ 
sary.  Low  salary  &  medical  benefits.  Work  in  progressive  lesbian/gay 
environment!  Please  address  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Amy  Hoff¬ 
man,  Managing  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  02108. 
(61 7)  426-4469. 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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NOW  Fights  HLA 


Continued  from  page  1 
the  HLA.  The  ad  will  list  sig¬ 
natures  of  persons  who  oppose  the 
amendment. 

As  with  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  to  become  law  the 
HLA  would  require  two-thirds 
vote  in  each  house  in  turn  to  be 
ratified  by  38  state  legislatures. 

An  alternate  route,  one  that  has 
never  been  tested,  would  require 
34  state  legislatures  to  pass 
resolutions  for  a  constitutional 
convention  to  propose  an  anti¬ 
abortion  amendment  later  to  be 
ratified  by  38  state  legislatures.  To 
date,  19  states  have  passed 
resolutions  calling  for  such  a 
convention. 

At  the  state  level,  NOW  mem¬ 
bers  are  concentrating  on  various 
aspects  of  the  national  campaign. 
In  New  Jersey,  NOW  members  are 
surveying  their  state  legislators  to 
identify  those  who  oppose  the 
HLA.  Along  with  Virginia,  this 
year  New  Jersey  will  elect  a 
governor  and  120  members  of  the 
state  legislature. 

Ann  Baker,  NOW’s  New  Jersey 
coordinator  for  the  campaign  for 
reproductive  freedom,  said  of 
most  interest  in  the  survey  are 
legislators  who  are  the  “fence- 


sitters,”  or  those  who  “respond  to 
organized  groups”  and  who  are 
waiting  to  hear  their  constituents’ 
views. 

Baker  asserted  that  pro¬ 
abortion  people  are  in  the  major¬ 
ity.  “Most  people  feel  it  is  not  their 
decision  whether  a  woman  should 
abort  or  use  one  type  of  birth 
control.  It  is  out  of  a  sense  of 
decency  and  privacy.  We  are  a 
majority,  the  polls  show  we  are  a 
majority  and  the  legislature  should 
pay  attention  to  the  polls,”  she 
said. 

NOW  in  Los  Angeles  has  been 
conducting  neighborhood  walks 
and  petitioning  drives  throughout 
the  year  to  build  public  under¬ 
standing  of  the  implications  of  the 
HLA.  Members  have  also  been 
conducting  training  sessions,  twice 
a  month,  for  the  public. 

Chapter  President  Toni  Cara- 
billo  declared:  “The  response  has 
been  good.  Initially  we  planned 
for  only  one  training  session  a 
month,  but  we  were  so  inundated 
with  calls,  we  went  to  two.” 

Carabillo  said  she  thought  the 
HLA  was  “not  an  immediate 
threat,”  and  added,  “We’re 
looking  at  the  1982  elections.” 


NY  Cadets  Trained 


Continued  from  page  1 

Each  showing  of  the  film  was 
attended  by  at  least  one  lesbian  or 
gay  man  from  such  groups  as  the 
Gay  Teachers  Association  and  the 
Chelsea  Gay  Association,  who 
answered  questions  and  spurred 
on  class  discussion.  Virtually  all  of 
them  reported  lively,  productive 
exchanges,  and  interested,  appre¬ 
ciative  reception. 

“I  was  very  impressed  and  hear¬ 
tened  by  both  the  students  and  the 
instructors,”  commented  Fried¬ 
man. 

An  exception  to  the  general  pat¬ 
tern  was  Joe  Zogby’s  class,  in 
which  he  was  faced  with  a  hostile 
group  of  five  or  six  students  who 
made  derogatory  remarks. 

Matters  weren’t  helped  by  the 
instructor,  said  Zogby;  the 
instructor  arrived  late,  claimed  he 
didn’t  know  how  to  use  the  video¬ 
tape  machine,  and  walked  out 
after  15  minutes,  smirking. 

In  the  discussion  following  the 
tape,  students  shouted  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  were  abnormal  and  that 
nothing  was  going  to  change  their 
minds. 

Zogby  added  that  he  did  have 
one  heartwarming  experience  after 
the  class,  however.  A  woman  came 
up  to  him  and  said,  “You’re  right. 
We  are  everywhere.” 

According  to  Joe  Rivera,  an 
instructor  who  showed  the  film  in 
his  classes,  some  students  com¬ 
plained  that  in  showing  the  tape, 
the  academy  was  giving  special 
treatment  to  gays. 

No  other  minority  currently 
sends  representatives  to  academy 
classes,  although  the  standard 
social  science  textbooks  devotes 
several  chapters  to  New  York’s 
black,  Hispanic,  Jewish,  and 
Asian  communities. 

“People  said  that  the  film  was 
shoved  down  their  throats,”  said 
Rivera,  “.  .  .  that  there  was 
political  pressure  from  the 
mayor’s  office  to  get  it  done.” 

Damages 

Continued  from  Page  4 
GCN  article  on  the  original 
incident  by  David  Brill  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  5,  No.  17). 

McNaught  also  refused  to  per¬ 
mit  voir  dire  interviews  of  potent¬ 
ial  jurors,  a  process  of  open-ended 
questioning  by  which,  according 
to  Ward,  jurors’  prejudices  can  be 
discovered. 

Ward  told  GCN  one  unusual 
feature  of  the  case  was  Weeks’ 
determination.  “I  think  his 


Herb  Rickman,  special  assistant 
to  Mayor  Edward  Koch  and  his 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  denied  there  was  any 
pressure  on  the  police  to  go 
through  with  the  video  project. 

“It  was  a  natural  outgrowth  of 
the  agenda  we  [the  Gay  Advisory 
Council]  had  developed,”  Rick¬ 
man  told  GCN. 

The  lesbian  and  gay  videotape 
will  become  a  regular  part  of  the 
academy  curriculum,  according  to 
Pete  Mancuso,  head  of  the  social 
sciences  department  at  the 
academy. 

It  will  be  inserted  in  the  required 
social  science  course,  in  a  section 
called  “Myths/Learned  Behav¬ 
ior.”  The  section  stresses  that 
police  officers  cannot  afford  to 
alienate  potential  witnesses  and  in¬ 
formants  by  displaying  personal 
prejudices  (“learned  behavior”). 

Mancuso  said  that  by  the  end  of 
1981,  some  2500  officers  will  have 
seen  the  videotape.  But  he  never¬ 
theless  told  GCN  he  wasn’t  sure  to 
what  extent  the  tape  was  really 
needed. 

“Today’s  recruits  are  genera- 
tionally  different  from  those  now 
on  patrol.  They  had  their  forma¬ 
tive  teenage  years  in  the  ’60s  and 
’70s,  and  have  a  live  and  let  live 
attitude.” 

Mancuso  said  he  opposed  the 
idea  of  openly  gay  police  officers, 
which  Friedman  and  Zogby  hope 
the  tape  will  encourage.  “It  could 
create  difficulties  with  the  public, 
which  may  not  like  the  idea  of  a 
gay  police  officer,”  he  said. 

San  Francisco’s  police  depart¬ 
ment  has  been  hiring  openly  gay 
recruits  for  nearly  two  years.  Its 
police  academy’s  coverage  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community 
consists  of  “in-the- field  awareness 
programs”  that  involves  a  patrol 
tour  of  lesbian  and  gay  neighbor¬ 
hoods  and  a  round-table  discus¬ 
sion  with  a  panel  of  repre¬ 
sentatives. 


courage  is  magnificent,”  Ward 
said.  “I  am  very  proud  to  have 
represented  Mr.  Weeks,  and  I  am 
proud  of  him  for  undertaking  the 
difficult  task  of  pursuing  his  com¬ 
plaint  against  the  police  through 
the  lengthy  federal  court  process.” 

Ward  said  the  case  should  serve 
as  a  warning  to  police  in  New 
Bedford  and  elsewhere  in  the  state 
that  they  can  no  longer  abuse  the 
protective  custody  statute  to 
harass  gay  men. 
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Bunny  King  Wins 


Continued  from  page  1 
SJC  was  a  significant  legal  state¬ 
ment  on  the  rights  of  gay 
parents,”  Newman  told  GCN. 

King  and  Patenaude  met  in 
1971;  King  claims  they  became 
lovers,  a  claim  denied  by  Paten¬ 
aude. 

At  various  times  over  the  next 
several  years,  King  left  her  two 
daughters  in  the  care  of  Paten¬ 
aude. 

Patenaude  had  experienced  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  obtaining  medical  help 
for  the  children  because  she  was 
not  their  legal  guardian;  hence 
King  consented  to  Patenaude’s  ap¬ 
pointment  as  guardian. 

However,  after  that  appoint¬ 
ment,  the  two  women  began 
having  disagreements  over  King’s 
visitation  rights,  and  King,  with 
her  then-husband,  James  Bezio, 
filed  a  petition  to  vacate  the 
guardianship.  (King  and  Bezio 
were  later  divorced,  and  he 
dropped  out  of  the  suit.) 

It  was  that  petition  that  Keedy 
denied  in  December  1979.  He 
noted  that  King  was  “living  in  an 
active  practicing  homosexual  rela¬ 
tionship  with  a  young  teacher,” 
that  she  had  voluntarily  given  up 
custody  and  guardianship,  and 
that  the  girls  were  happy  with 


Reagan 

Continued  from  page  3 
there  under  “Ronald  McDonald 
Reagan  .  .  .  could  make  it  the  Viet 
Nam  of  1981.”  She  talked  of  the 
dangers  of  marijuana  which  is 
being  “messed  up”  with  things 
such  as  pesticides,  and  told  of 
farming  families  in  Mexico  who 
are  exploited  by  the  marijuana 
market.  She  asked  the  crowd  to 
donate  any  “marijuana  money  ’to 
the  Committee  to  Support  the 
People  in  El  Salvador. 

In  his  speech  journalist  and 
activist  Phil  Martin  told  listeners, 
“What’s  going  on  is  urgent  —  why 
aren’t  we  angrier?  Why  are  rallies 
[such  as  this]  tantamount  to  a 
picnic?  The  murders  of  blacks  in 
Buffalo,  violence  against  women, 
US  intervention  in  El  Salvador, 
the  threat  of  a  draft  —  these  are  all 
issues  we  should  be  taking 
seriously.  We  need  a  movement  of 
all  people  —  we  must  fight  for 
normal  lives.” 

Tess  Ewing,  a  member  of  the 
United  Steelworkers  Union,  spoke 
of  the  recent  school  bus  drivers’ 
strike.  “The  cutbacks  in  school 
bus  drivers’  pay  unleashed  a  lot  of 

WCAS 

Continued  from  page  3 
tainly  community  need  for  it.” 

Bob  Wotiz  of  Boss  Communi¬ 
cations,  the  new  owners,  told 
GCN  that  there  are  currently  no 
plans  for  changing  the  station’s 
programming.  “We  hope  to  main¬ 
tain  most  of  the  public  affairs 
shows  as  close  as  possible  to  what 
they  are  now,”  he  said.  “But  we 
would  like  to  run  them  in  a 
manner  in  which  we  can  sell  spon¬ 
sorship  so  that  the  programs  can 
keep  themselves  on  the  air.  If  we 
feel  that  if  a  particular  show  does 
particularly  well,  we  might  even 
be  interested  in  expanding  its 
hours.” 

Wotiz  said  he  recognizes  the 
size  and  importance  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  in  the  Boston 
area. 

It  was  pointed  out  at  the  com¬ 
munity  meeting,  however,  that 
Wotiz  is  the  minority  partner  in 
Boss  Communications  and  that 
the  majority  stockholder,  who 
lives  outside  the  area,  has  not  been 
approached. 

A  union  contract  may  affect  the 
future  of  “Closet  Space”  and  other 
progressive  programs  on  WCAS. 
As  members  of  the  United  Elec¬ 
trical,  Radio  and  Machine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America,  staff  members  at 
the  station  are  by  contract  guar- 


Patenaude. 

King  appealed  the  decision;  it 
was  her  appeal  which  prompted 
the  September  1980  SJC  ruling. 

“It’s  been  almost  for  years  to 
the  day,  and  I’m  ecstatic,”  King 
told  GCN.  “I  can  hardly  believe 
it’s  true  —  it’s  been  such  a  long 
fight. 

“The  big  victory  for  the  gay 
community  came  in  September, 
but  that  wasn’t  as  much  of  a 
personal  victory  for  me.  I  haven’t 
felt  the  taste  of  victory  in  a  long 
time. 

“It’s  amazing  to  me  that  a  judge 
who  thought  I  shouldn’t  have 
them  has  now  said  it’s  okay  —  he 
found  I  was  physically,  emotional¬ 
ly,  and  mentally  capable  of  taking 
care  of  my  children.” 

In  awarding  King  custody, 
Keedy  took  note  of  the  fact  that 
she  is  living  in  a  lover  relationship 
with  another  woman.  That  rela¬ 
tionship,  Keedy  noted,  has  been 
going  on  since  June  1978,  and 
“appears  permanent.” 

King  said  her  children  are  very 
happy,  but  “there’s  also  a  touch  of 
sadness  in  both  of  them,  because 
they  lived  with  this  woman  a  long 
time.  But  one  of  my  daughters  has 
counted  the  days  until  June,  when 
we  get  to  live  together  again.” 


organizing  activity.  Our  struggle 
to  organize  brought  people  to¬ 
gether  and  taught  us  respect  for 
one  another,  getting  beyond  the 
previous  racism  and  sexism.  We 
had  to  work  at  it  but  we  knew  we 
were  all  being  hurt  by  the  same 
system.  And  now  we’ve  got  a 
strong  [ocal.  We’re  not  just  school 
bus  drivers  but  we’re  gay  and 
straight,  black  and  white,  women 
and  men  —  and  we  want  to  get 
more  involved  in  city  issues. 

“People  didn’t  vote  for  Reagan. 
They  voted  against  Carter.  They 
know  something  is  wrong  with  the 
system.  Our  job,  when  they  get 
mad  at  Reagan,  is  to  channel  it 
into  a  strong  movement  and  pre¬ 
vent  divisions.” 

Cagan  closed  the  rally  by  saying, 
“We  must  not  lose  sight  of  the 
lessons  of  the  past  decade  in  the 
rush  to  unite  against  Reagan.  No 
oppression  is  more  important  than 
the  next  and  no  struggle  should  be 
used  as  a  recruiting  ground  for 
another.” 

Cagan  called  for  an  ongoing 
coalition  to  form  out  of  the  rally. 


anteed  input  into  programming 
decisions,  although  management 
is  not  required  to  abide  by  staff 
decisions.  Boss  Communications 
has  agreed  in  its  purchase  contract 
to  keep  the  existing  union  con¬ 
tract. 

Phil  Mamber,  an  organizer  for 
the  union,  stated  at  the  com¬ 
munity  meeting  that  his  union  is 
interested  in  more  than  wages  and 
union  dues  from  WCAS  staff 
members.  The  politically  progres¬ 
sive  programs  on  the  station,  he 
said,  “represent  the  kind  of  radio 
we  like  to  hear.” 

Mamber  pointed  out  that  at 
another  Boston  radio  station  that 
his  union  had  organized,  new 
owners  initially  promised  to  make 
no  programming  changes  when 
,the  station  changed  hands  but  that 
it  took  a  strike  to  hold  them  to 
their  promise. 

Triantafillou  told  GCN  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  should 
be  heard  from.  “If  they  really 
want  ‘Closet  Space’  to  stay  on  the 
air,  they  should  definitely  write 
letters  of  community  support. 
That’s  really  crucial  at  this  point.” 

Triantafillou  suggests  that 
letters  of  support  be  sent  to  the 
station  care  of  Katherine  Trianta¬ 
fillou,  M  Beacon  Street,  Suite 
720,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


SPiny/e*  contact  uxntc^Aofi 

for  people  tired 
of  dating  games 
and  the  bar  scene. 

Learn  social  skills 
in  meeting  new  friends 
February  18,  7  PM 
$10.00 

station**/  Sitting, 

psychotheraphy  for  the 
gay  community  since  1964 

739-5063 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 

24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


iwTEAR7YOUR\. 
5  HEART  OUT  V 

Copley  Flair  is  giving  away  its  annual  Valentine's  "Lovers"  Dinner 
.  for  two.  Our  winner  and  companion  will  have  a  lovely  evening  of  ^  I 
M  dining  at  The  Cafe  Plaza  in  the  prestigious  Copley  Plaza  Hotel.  To  Mi 
enter:  "Tear  your  heart  out,"  fill  it  in,  and  bring  it  toCopley  Flair 
before  February  7  and  we'll  also  give  you  10%  off  on  all  Mi 
Valentine  card  ourchases  and  a  free  chocolate  kiss! 


Valentine  card  purchases  and  a  free  chocolate  kiss! 

So  come  in  and  enter  before  February  7  for  our 
drawing  on  Valentine's  Day! 


Name. 


f^o  -  ** 


.Address . 
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Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D, 

Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 

Cambridge  accepted 


FINE  SCREEN  PRINTING- 

T-SHIRTS,  BANNERS,  * 
POSTERS,  SIGNS 

617-426- 4031  » 

RALPH  BULLOWAl 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
Mass.  Assoc.  Els.  Member 
American  Assoc.  Els.  Member 


APPOINTMENTS:  Days  &  Eves 

734-5777 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  £3 
BROOKLINE,  MA  02146 

FisherTravel  367-3490 

Fisher  Travel  Assoc. 

Harry  A.  Fisher  % 

111  Charles  Street  >. 

Boston,  MA  02114 

AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Elolidays  Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
Caribbean  Elolidays  N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 

Hans  Ebensten  Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


HOW  TO  FALL 
OUT  OF  LOVE 


A  10-week  problem-solving  group 
for  gay  men  and  women  who  have 
recently  separated  from  a  lover 
and/or  who  want  to  learn  skills  for 
building  new  relationships. 

The  group  will  be  led  by  gay 
professional  therapists. 

For  more  information,  please  call 

Behavior  Associates  of  Boston: 
262-9116 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30  8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testing/freatment 
Tues.  6:30-9pm  Women’s  Health  Night 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


An  interview  with 
Michelle  Cliff 

By  Beth  Hodges 

Michelle  Cliff  was  in  Boston  In  November  to  talk  about  and  read 
from  her  latest  book,  Claiming  An  identity  They  Taught  Me 
to  Despise,  published  by  Persephone  Press,  in  the  few  minutes 
between  arriving  in  town  at  the  Persephone  house  and  leaving 
again  for  the  theater  Michelle  talked  to  me  about  the  origins  of  the 
book  about  her  coming  out  as  a  woman  of  color  and  as  a  lesbian, 
about  her  family,  and  about  Sinister  wisdom,  which  she  and 
Adrienne  Rich  began  editing  January,  1981. 


Her  Book 

What  factors  made  it  possible  for  you  to 
write  Claiming  An  identity  They 
Taught  Me  To  Despise? 

One  was  having  the  time  to  write.  I  wrote  much 
of  it  when  I  was  working  nine  to  five,  but  only 
when  I  started  working  freelance  and  not  in  an 
office  was  I  able  to  see  the  individual  pieces  as  a 
book.  Before,  writing  was  something  1  did  after  I 
worked. 

But  more  important  was  my  coming  to  the  place 
of  being  able  to  break  silences,  claim  the  identity 
which  I  have,  bring  that  identity  into  a 
fullness — my  identity  primarily  as  a  woman  of 
color,  also  as  a  woman,  and  also  as  a  lesbian. 

That  could  not  have  been  done  without  the 
support  of  women,  specifically  lesbian  feminist 
women  and  women  who  took  my  work  seriously. 

Particular  women?  Or  was  it  just  know¬ 
ing  that  women  are  out  there? 

It’s  really  knowing  that  women  are  out  there. 

But  the  women  specifically  who  gave  me  support 
to  begin  writing  are  mostly  my  friends,  my  sup¬ 
port  group.  A  few  years  ago  in  New  York  a 
group  of  friends  decided  we'd  meet  one  Sunday 
a  month  to  talk  about  our  work.  I  saw  my  work 
then  as  the  job  I  had  in  publishing  and  also  my 
teaching  part-time  as  an  historian.  Some  of  the 
women  in  the  group  were  writers.  Through  that 
group  I  came  to  the  realization  that  1  could  write 
also. 

There're  also  women  in  the  past  whom  obviously 
I  didn’t  know  but  whose  work  and  whose  lives 
have  meant  a  great  deal  to  me:  like  Virginia 
Woolf,  Fannie  Lou  Hamer,  Harriet  Tubman, 
Lorraine  Hansberry  (whom  I’ve  gotten  very 
interested  in,  particularly  as  a  political  writer; 
some  of  her  speeches  are  quite  remarkable), 
Margaret  Walker  (the  author  of  Jubilee 
and  Hem  I  Wrote  Jubilee').  Zora 
Neale  Hurston,  Sarah  E.  Wright  (the  author  of 
This  Child's  Gonna  Live )  and  others.  I  see  those 
women  as  pan  of  my  suppon  group  because  they 
were  doing  what  we  are  doing  now:  talking 
about  our  lives,  writing  our  own  life  stories, 
saying  things  we’re  not  supposed  to  say,  breaking 
the  silence  which  has  been  enforced  on  women, 
black  and  white  women,  and  on  lesbians,  for  a 
very  long  time. 

Much  of  Claiming  An  identity  was 

written  as  individual  pieces,  when  did 
you  realize  you  had  a  book? 

After  we  moved  from  New  York  City  to 
Massachusetts,  I  had  for  the  first  time  in  my  life 
the  space  and  the  time  to  take  my  writing; 
seriously,  to  make  it  a  centerpiece  in  my  life.  I 
put  the  individual  pieces  in  a  folder  and  read 
through  it.  I  realized  it  was  possibly  a  book.  I 
added  to  it  also. 

I  wanted  there  to  be  more  new  pieces, 
more  of  your  writing  that  l  hadn't 
already  read. 

Those  new  pieces  were  very  hard  to  write.  Some¬ 
times  1  look  at  the  book  and  I  think  it’s  a  very 
slender  volume. 

its  not  slender.  Your  writing  is  very 
evocative,  you  suggest  a  great  deal  in  a 
short  space.  You  didn't  have  to  fill  in  all 
the  blanks. 

I  don’t  think  I  do,  either. 

What’s  interesting  to  me  is  that  I  didn’t  set  out 
to  write  a  book — over  a  period  of  two  years  I  was 
writing  these  various  pieces — but  there  are 
connections,  they  did  manage  to  come  together. 

And  very  well.  Would  you  talk  about  the 
title,  Claiming  An  identity  They 
Taught  Me  To  Despise. 


I  had  originally  entitled  it.  On  Claiming  An 
Identity  They  Taught  Me  To  Despise.  I  said  that 
having  been  a  Renaissance  historian,  I  was  doing 
a  take-off  of  the  Latin  tracts — “On  This,’’  “On 
That,”  “On  the  Beauty  of  Women.”  Someone 
— actually  it  was  Judy  Grahn — said  to  me  some¬ 
thing  like,  “By  putting  the  ‘on’  in  front  of  the 
title  you're  not  allowing  yourself  the  act  of 
claiming  your  identity,  you're  just  describing 
it.”  I  cut  the  “on”  which  was  an  important 
change  and  felt  very  dangerous  at  the  time — I 
was  saying  1  claimed  my  identity,  1  was  breaking 
taboos  about  what  I  could  say  about  myself.  By 
claiming  the  identity,  you  move  beyond  being 
despised.  If  you  keep  silence,  you're  acquiescing 
to  your  being  despised  .  But  if  you  refuse  to  be 
silent,  then  you’re  always  questioning  it.  This  is 
what  the  title  means  and  what  the  book  means. 

Who  did  you  write  the  book  for? 

Primarily  for  myself.  I  wrote  it  also  for  other 
women,  for  women  of  color,  also  for  white 
women.  Though  I'm  still  surprised  when  I  go 
some  place  and  women  I've  never  met  have 
read  my  work  and  tell  me  it  has  spoken  to  parts 
of  their  lives — white  women,  middle-class 
women . 

Will  you  talk  a  little  about  why  you 
chose  the  form  that  you  did  and 
generally  how  you  view  the  book? 

I  see  it  as  part  of  the  historical  tradition  of 
women  writing  their  life  stories.  I  chose  the  form 
in  which  it’s  written — neither  poetry  nor  prose 
but  in  between  the  two-^to  give  myself  a  certain 
amount  of  space.  I  wanted  to  use  some  of  the 
techniques  of  poetry  but  I  wanted  to  be  able  to 
move  out  of  the  technique  when  I  needed  to 
explain  something  further  or  to  describe  things. 

1  don’t  consider  myself  a  poet — I  find  poetry  a 
little  intimidating.  I  felt  much  more  comfortable 
with  this  style  and  I  think  it’s  accessible  for  other 
women  too. 

A  woman 
Of  Color 

I  read  your  piece  about  claiming  your 
identity  first  in  Azalea.  How  did  you 
meet  up  with  the  Azalea  women? 

Maybe  we  should  say  what  Azalea  is?  It  is  a 
magazine  by  third  world  lesbians.  I  didn’t  meet 
up  with  them ,  I  read  their  magazine  and 
decided  I  wanted  to  send  them  that  particular 
piece,  the  title  piece  for  the  book. 

Then  you  spoke  at  the  Azalea 
conference? 

Last  spring  1  went  to  the  second  annual  Third 
World  Lesbian  Writers’  Conference  in  New  York 
which  is  sponsored  by  Azalea.  I  was  asked  to  be 
on  a  panel  where  1  talked  about  myself  as  a 
woman  of  color  who  doesn’t  look  it  and  how  dif¬ 
ficult  that  is  for  me  in  the  white  world,  because 
most  white  people  are  unable  to  deal  with  any 
kind  of  mixture  and  want  things  to  be  either 
dichotomized  or  absolute.  You  have  to  be  either 
one  thing  or  the  other,  you  can’t  be  in  between. 

An  interesting  example:  I  had  applied  for  mem¬ 
bership  in  Poets  and  Writers  and  the  other  day 
was  rejected  on  the  grounds  that  my  work — 
and  this  was  their  word — was  neither  poetry  nor 
prose,  it  was  "in  between."  Mine  is  an  in 
between  form  and  I’m  in  between  also.  Their 
inability  to  see  my  work  was  like  a  reflection  of 
their  inability  to  deal  with  people  of  mixed  color. 

What  I  noticed  at  the  Third  World  Lesbian 
Writers’  Conference  was  that  I  got  enormous 
suppon  from  the  black  apd  third  world  lesbians, 
a  different  experience  than  1  have  with  white 


lesbian  feminists  usually. 

What  happens  with  white  women? 

Most  of  the  time  when  I  tell  a  white  lesbian 
feminist  that  I’m  not  white  there  is  disbelief, 
followed  by  silence. 

Or  else  I  tell  her  and  she  can  hear  that  and  deal 
with  me  and  think  she’s  dealt  with  racism.  And 
that’s  dangerous. 

Or  I  can  tell  her  and  she  can  deal  with  me  and 
simply  refuse  to  believe  that  I’m  not  white — 
because  I'm  not  a  reliable  stereotype. 

People  do  think  in  stereotypes.  White  women 
specifically  have  to  realize  they  think  in  stereo¬ 
types.  Lillian  Smith,  the  white  anti-racist  writer 
of  the  South  in  this  country,  talked  about  the 
symbolism  of  skin  color.  I  do  feel  sometimes  that 
when  white  people  try  to  deal  with  me  as  a 
person  of  color,  they  start  dealing  with  me  as  a 
symbol  of  something  and  not  as  who  1  am. 

What  response  do  you  get  with  black 
women? 

With  black  women  I’ve  noticed  much  more 
questioning — “tell  us  about  yourself" — much 
more  openness.  Black  people  have  more  sense  of 
racial  mixture.  They  know  the  history  of  racial 
mixture,  that  it  occurs  and  that  there  have  been 
a  lot  of  fair-skinned  people  who  identified  as 
black,  a  lot  of  mixed  people  who  identify  as 
black. 

With  black  people  then,  your  identity  as 
a  black  person  is  understood?  Whereas 
with  white  people  you  are  often  fight¬ 
ing  to  have  your  identity  recognized? 

Yes.  I  am  a  woman  of  color.  I  have  to  go  back  to 
the  fact  that  in  the  laws  of  this  country  if  you 
have  a  certain  degree  of  black  blood,  you  are 
black.  I  have  to  go  back  to  the  fact  that  if  I  were 
living  in  South  Africa,  I  would  be  considered 
“Colored.”  And  that  if  I  were  in  Hitler’s  Ger¬ 
many,  I  would  be  considered  different,  or  other. 
And  to  the  fact  that  I  was  brought  up  in  the 
United  States  in  a  family  whose  culture  was  a 
black  culture — because  it  was  a  Jamaican-West 
Indian  culture — and  I  have  never  felt  like  an 
American,  even  as  a  child  going  to  school.  I  have 
always  felt  different  even  though  I  don’t  look 
different. 


When  did  you  start  coming  out  as  a 
black  person? 

When  I  was  in  graduate  school.  After  college  in 
the  United  States  I  went  to  graduate  school  at 
the  University  of  London  to  study  the  Italian 
Renaissance.  By  choosing  that  particular  subject  I 
took  myself  to  the  furthest  end  of  academic 
escapism— I  mean,  it's  hardly  related  to  any¬ 
thing.  And  I  was  very  interested  in  neo-Platon- 
ism,  which  is  pretty  arcane  also.  At  some  point 
along  the  line  it  occurred  to  me  what  I  was 
doing. 

Coming  out  as  a  person  of  color  was  very  much 
connected  to  coming  out  as  a  lesbian,  and  I 
started  coming  out  as  both  at  the  same  time. 

The  process  began  about  ten  years  ago.  It  is  a 
process,  not  an  event  that  you  come  out  and 
that’s  it. 
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In  every  new  situation  you  have  to 
come  out  again. 

Exactly.  I  don’t  look  like  the  stereotypical  dyke 
either.  Right?  So  there’re  a  lot  of  people  in  the 
world  who  don’t  want  to  deal  with  me  on  those 
terms  either.  I'm  constantly  coming  out  on  two 
levels,  and  sometimes  it  gets  pretty  tiring. 

But  anyway,  coming  out  as  a  person  of  color  and 
coming  out  as  a  lesbian  ten  years  ago  were  very 
important.  Because  only  then  was  I  able  to  deal 
with  myself,  rather  than  with  some  image  of 
myself. 

Family 

What  about  your  family?  Is  your  mother 
still  alive? 

Very  much  so. 

How  does  she  feel  about  your  coming 
out? 

My  mother  supports  my  coming  out  as  a  woman 
of  color  very,  very  much;  she’s  “very  proud  of 


me.”  She  is  horrified  by  the  fact  that  I'm  a  les¬ 
bian.  What’s  happening  in  our  relationship  is  a 
shutting  down  of  conversations;  each  of  us  is  un¬ 
willing  to  open  up  to  the  pain  that’s  caused — 
her  pain  of  hearing  that  I’m  a  lesbian  and  my 
pain  of  having  her  reject  me  because  I’m  a 
lesbian.  I  do  talk  about  it  but  I’ve  given  up 
trying  to  have  her  understand.  Our  relationship 
is  polite. 

My  sister  is  enormously  supportive.  And  I  don't 
sc  -  my  father,  so.  .  .  . 

Did  you  show  your  book  to  your 
mother?  Does  she  know  that  you  write? 

She  knows  that  I  write,  and  she  knows  that  I 
speak — on  racism,  for  example.  But  she  doesn’t 
ever  ask  to  see  anything.  Except  when  I  did  a 
book  on  Lillian  Smith,  a  collection  called  The 
Winner  Names  The  Age\  my  mother  was  thrilled 
by  that  collection.  She  told  me  she  stayed  up 
with  a  friend  from  her  childhood  and  they  read 
aloud  to  one  another.  For  me,  that  was  very 
moving — she’s  not  a  woman  who  reads  books — 
and  1  felt  very  supported  by  that. 

She  has  never  asked  to  see  anything  else,  and  I 
never  offered  to  show  her  Claiming  An  Identity 


They  Taught  Me  To  Despise.  While  this  book  is 
my  own  truth — my  feeling  of  what  happened  to 
me  as  a  child  and  as  an  adult  and  as  a  lesbian 
and  a  woman  of  color — I  feel  that  I  have  broken 
too  many  silences  for  her  to  deal  with  it. 

Do  you  ever  feel  disloyal  for  writing 
about  your  family? 

Yes.  I  have  certainly  told  the  secrets.  1  do  feel 
disloyal.  Sometimes.  But  I  also  have  to 
remember  that  I  wrote  about  myself.  And  I  do 
have  a  right  to  write  about  myself. 

The  feelings  of  disloyalty  connect  into  such  old 
patterns:  old  things  in  my  life  about  not  trusting 
outsiders.  Anybody  outside  the  family  was  not  to 
be  trusted — that's  directly  connected  to  passing 
for  white,  because  if  anybody  found  out  .  .  . 

They’d  give  you  away. 

Yes.  And  we  were  always  told  that  Americans 
don’t  understand,  which  is  true — white 
Americans;  but  not  trusting  outsiders  was  so 
ingrained. 

I  wrote  about  Florence  Nightingale  in  the  book, 
and  how,  even  though  she  was  constantly 
pushing  her  mother  and  sister  away,  she  still 
wanted  her  mother’s  approval  to  the  very  end  of 
her  life.  That's  a  real  hard  thing  to  break — 1 
don't  know  if  I'll  ever  really  achieve  it. 

There’s  another  strange  way  in  which  I’m  being 
disloyal.  In  the  family  my  father  became  the 
white  representative.  My  mother  became  the 
black  representative — even  though  my  father  is 
also  of  mixed  race;  but  he  was  the  man,  he  had 
the  power.  He  became  the  white  man,  she  be¬ 
came  the  black  woman — it  was  very  symbolically 
set  up.  In  the  family  I  was  Daddy’s  girl,  his 
daughter;  but  as  I  grew  older,  I  questioned  his 
authority  and  I  became  my  mother’s  defender. 
She  and  I  have  never  really  been  that  close,  but 
there  was  a  period — after  I  had  become  a 
feminist — where  I  was  constantly  defending  her 
against  him.  I’m  no  longer  her  defender.  So  I'm 
being  disloyal  in  that  way  too. 

Sinister 

wisdom 

This  is  changing  the  subject,  but  do  you  want  to 
talk  about  Sinister  Wisdom  now? 

Yes,  I'd  like  to  know  what  changes  you 
anticipate  in  the  magazine,  now  that 


you  and  Adrienne  are  taking  over  as 
editors.  Sinister  Wisdom  is  so  much  a 
reflection  of  Harriet  and  Catherine’s 
personality;  I  hope  it  doesn't  lose  its 
homey  quality. 

We  certainly  don't  plan  for  that  to  happen.  We 
don’t  want  to  make  it  into  a  big-time  journal, 
we  want  to  keep  the  character  it  has,  and  its 
lesbian  feminist  identity.  My  own  desire  is  that  it 
have  /note  of  the  work  of  third  world  women. 
Harriet  and  Catherine  have  done  a  fine  job  of 
publishing  third  world  women,  but  I  may  be  in 
a  better  position  to  seek  out  the  work  of  third 
world,  women. 

Yes.  I  was  already  expecting  and  looking 
forward  to  there  being  much  more 
third  world  women  s  work,  under  you 
editorship,  how  did  you  decide  to 
take  over  sinister  wisdom? 

Adrienne  and  I  had  both  said  that  we  wanted  to 
start  a  magazine.  This  seemed  like  a  good  way  to 
do  it:  rather  than  starting  one,  to  take  one  over. 

I  love  my  version  of  the  story  which  is 
that  two  years  ago  Michelle  says  to 
Harriet,  "We  re  thinking  about  starting  a 
magazine,"  and  Harriet  says,  "Here,  take 
ours." 

Harriet  and  Catherine  want  to  do  their  own  work 
now.  That’s  the  only  thing  that  makes  me  a  little 
anxious — I  have  got  to  figure  out  how  I  can 
devote  myself  partially  to  the  magazine  and  also 
do  my  own  work,  how  I  can  balance  m'y  energy, 
my  rime. 

Why  have  you  such  a  strong  commit¬ 
ment  to  doing  a  magazine? 

We  need  the  media.  If  a  woman  gets  a  piece 
accepted  by  a  women’s  magazine,  a  lesbian 
feminist  magazine,  it  behooves  her  to  take  out  a 
subscription  to  that  magazine.  Ifyou'te 
dedicated  to  the  creation  of  women’s  institu¬ 
tions,  it  behooves  you  to  commit  yourself  to 
those  institutions.  I  think  this  is  a  necessary 
commitment,  and  we’ll  do  our  best. 

Given  the  times  we're  coming  into — of 
repression — we’re  going  to  have  to  retrench.  We 
can  never  be  silent  again,  that's  just  suieide. 
We've  done  so  much  as  a  movement,  we've 
come  quite  far.  Now  we’re  going  to  have  to  dig 
in,  and  continue  as  best  we  can,  realizing  that 
our  movement  is  at  base  a  political  movement 
and  that  a  woman  writing  is  a  political  act  in  this 
culture,  especially  a  lesbian  writing,  a  woman 
dedicated  to  women.  I  can’t  predict  what's  going 
to  happen.  1  can  only  say  that  we  will  do  our 
best. 


MICHELLE  CLIFF  DISCOVERING  HERSELF 


Claiming  An  identity  They  Taught  Me  to  Despise 

By  Michelle  Cliff 

Persephone  Press,  Inc.,  P.0.  Box  7222,  Watertown,  Massachusetts  02172 
65pp,  $4.00 

Reviewed  by  Beth  Hodges 

As  the  epigraph  for  her  book,  Michelle  Cliff  has  chosen  a  quotation  from  Audre  Lorde's  “Poems 
Are  Not  Luxuries.”  The  epigraph  tells  us  that  the  theme  of  Michelle’s  book  is  her  quest  to  discover, 
within  herself,  the  ideas  to  save  herself,  and  the  courage  to  try  out  those  discoveries.  This  is  the 
movement  of  the  book,  from  the  opening  piece,  “Passing,”  (a  depiction  of  the  false  salvation  her 
parents  have  chosen  for  the  family)  to  the  final  piece,  “Separations,”  in  which  the  adult  Michelle 
accepts  the  necessity  to  leave  mother  and  sister  “to  themselves”  so  that  she  can  begin  to  seek  her 
own  salvation. 

The  ending  of  the  book  is  actually  the  beginning  for  the  author.  The  scene  is  of  Michelle  and  her 
sister  packing  up  their  mother’s  possessions,  packing  up  the  past.  In  the  course  of  this  action,  she 
realizes  that  she  can  no  longer  attempt  to  take  care  of  her  mother;  metaphorically,  she  cannot  suckle 
her.  Her  mother  has  chosen  silence  as  a  way  of  life  and  Michelle  cannot  break  through.  Michelle 
cannot  live  for  her  mother;  it  is  too  limiting.  “She  asks  too  much  of  me.  She  has  no  knowledge  of 
my  breasts,  my  clitoris,  my  intelligence.”  When  Michelle,  or  any  woman,  understands  that  living  for 
another  is  death  to  one’s  self,  she  is  free  to  decide  to  live  for  herself.  (And  I  think  this  is  the  message 
Michelle  takes  from  the  example  of  her  aunt.  At  the  end,  Michelle’s  mother  breaks  silence  once  to 
say,  “Your  aunt  loved  you  so  much.  She  didn’t  want  to  leave  you.  She  wouldn’t  have  died  except 
she  loved  you  and  delayed  the  surgery  too  long. 

When  they  cut  her  open  it  was  just  too  late.”)  This  is  the  turning  point  for  Michelle.  From  this 
point  forward  she  will  be  the  woman  we  see  in  the  pages  of  the  book  and  behind  the  book,  squaring 
herself  against  her  losses,  now  looking  within  herself  for  the  ideas  which  save  her,  which  save  us,  and 
finding  the  courage  to  try  out  those  discoveries.  Now  we  see  her  the  writer,  no  longer  living  her 
mother’s  life  of  lies  and  silence  but  now  choosing  to  choose:  to  speak  the  truth,  to  love  a  woman,  to 
move  to  the  country,  to  cultivate  a  garden,  to  not  have  a  child  but  to  give  birth  to  herself. 

Claiming  An  Identity  is  composed  of  ten  pieces,  half  of  which  have  been  previously  published. 
The  remaining  five  were  written  for  the  book  and  are  wonderful  additions  to  it,  unifying  and 
fulfilling  the  other  pieces.  The  last  two  pieces  are  new  and  I  see  them  as  a  set:  “The  Garden”  being 
an  exploration  of  the  author’s  need  to  separate  herself  from  the  demands  of  sister  and  mother  (a 
separation  which  by  now  has  been  accomplished  to  some  extent,  we  know);  and  “Separations” 
being  a  symbolic  first  step  in  the  process. 

Also,  I  see  “Passing”  and  “Filaments”  —  the  two  new  pieces  which  lead  off  the  book  —  as  a 
pair.  In  “Passing”  the  author  states  a  need  which  is  the  motive  of  the  book.  “I  must  make  myself 
visible  against  my  habitat.”  The  author  is  a  woman  of  color  who  is  taken  for  white,  “camouflaged” 
whether  she  wishes  to  be  or  not,  one  who  must  declare  herself  again  and  again,  saying,  “lam  not 
what  I  seem  to  be.”  She  hesitates.  “But  there  exists  a  certain  danger  in  peeling" back.”  To  peel  back 
is  to  make  herself  vulnerable,  to  open  herself  to  the  possibility  of  being  viewed  as  “other.  ”  Then 


she  paints  a  picture  of  the  horrible  effects  of  passing:  the  loss  to  the  child  of  everything  that  was  the 
texture  of  her  first  three  years  (including  the  aunt  whom  she  doesn't  even  remember  to  miss, 
robbed  as  she  is  of  her  memory  by  parents  who  can’t  or  won’t  talk  about  the  past),  taken  from 
Jamaica,  robbed  of  family  history  and  pride  of  her  cultural  context  —  of  her  own  past.  The  child 
who  grows  up  to  identify  with  white  culture,  Michelle  tells  us,  goes  to  England  to  study  the  Italian 
Renaissance,  ignores  the  fact  that  they  held  slaves. 

“Passing”  carries  us  to  the  second  section,  “Filaments"  —  a  wonderful  vision  of  separation  from 
mother  and  escape  from  the  author’s  earlier  life.  She  dreams  that  in  a  ship  she  is  approaching  ice- 
cliffs  which  guard  Antarctica,  “a  domain  of  whiteness.”  But,  she  says,  the  ice-cliffs  themselves  are 
not  enough  to  “ensure  the  purity  of  the  domain.”  It  is  the  whirlpool’s  function  to  “remove  all 
trace  of  color.”  Caught  in  the  whirlpool  is  a  Polynesian  woman,  dressed  in  a  black  loincloth,  and 
she  is  paddling  her  way  out.  Michelle  knows  that  the  woman  will  escape.  The  dream  is  the  promise 
of  a  new  beginning,  that  Michelle  the  dreamer  will  reject  the  temptation  to  remain  her  mother’s 
child;  she  will  claim  her  right  to  her  identity;  she  will  name  herself  as  a  woman  of  color.  “[The 
woman's]  loincloth  —  the  darkest  part  of  her  —  is  my  swaddling  dress:  with  which  my  identity  is 
rightly  wrapped.”  This  is  how  the  piece  ends:  with  the  resolution  that  she  will  become  her  own 
woman,  though  it  will  be  a  struggle.  The  difficulty  is  that  Michelle  has  so  identified  with  her 
mother  that  she  has  become  her  mother’s  counterfeit  and  she  is  afraid  she  won't  be  allowed  to 
escape  or  that  she  will  prevent  her  own  escape  (I  can’t  tell  which).  “I  sometimes  dream  of  my  own 
dismemberment:  of  arms  and  legs  removed  to  make  escape  impossible.  Escape:  or  rather  separation 
—  an  earned  departure.”  She  knows  that  she  wants  to  separate  from  mother’s  choices  and  the  white 
frozen  silence.  Now  she  —  Michelle  —  is  the  woman  of  color  who  will  not  be  washed  white  in  the 
whirlpool: 

I  want  to  raise  the  handmade  paddle  of  the  dugout  canoe:  to  have  the  green-blue  vision  tint  the  skin  of  my 
upper  arms.  To  sweat  freely  as  I  remove  myself  under  my  own  power.  Away  from  the  domain  of  the  ice-cliffs  — 
frozen  into  silence. 

In  the  title  piece,  “Claiming  An  Identity  They  Taught  Me  To  Despise,”  the  image  is  carried  even 
further.  Here,  again  in  a  dream,  it  is  a  portrait  of  a  light-skinned  woman  —  the  first  black  navigator 
at  the  helm  of  a  galleon.  The  manuscript  from  which  the  painting  is  taken  is  wonderfully  entitled 
Emergam.  which  means  “I  shall  free  myself!” 

Read  the  book.  There’s  so  much  1  haven’t  even  mentioned:  how  Michelle  takes  a  simple  image, 
evokes  a  whole  world  of  feeling  and  meaning  and  you  are  left  forever  seeing  two  children  in  the 
tree,  sharing  a  fruit  with  the  star  at  its  center,  one  child  showing  the  other  her  sunburned  nose;  or 
how  visual  the  book  is,  how  she  took  me  every  step  through  the  costume  exhibit,  showed  me  what 
she  saw,  and  left  me  knowing  things  she  never  said,  like  how  suffocating  the  air  was  there,  heavy 
with  the  patriarchal  presence.  I  didn't  discuss  the  lyrical  quality  of  the  writing,  nor  how  the  pieces 
allude  to  each  other  and  enrich  each  other,  nor  how  I  see  “Against  Granite”  as  a  trying  out  of  an 
idea  somewhat  different  from  the  other  ideas  Michelle  Cliff  has  discovered  within  herself.  I  am  not 
even  sure  I  have  communicated  just  how  brave  a  book  I  find  it.  So  I  will  say  it  right  out:  Claiming 
An  Identity  They  Taught  Me  To  Despise  is  a  brave  book,  a  good  book,  a  book  all  of  us  should  read. 
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The  Third  Generation 

Written,  photographed  and 
directed  by  Rainer  Werner  Fass¬ 
binder 

With  Eddie  Constantine,  Hark 
Bohm,  Hanna  Schygulla, 

Volker  Spengler  and  Bulle  Ogier 
Showing  at  the  Nickelodeon 
Theatre  in  Boston  (theater  is 
wheelchair  accessible,  bath¬ 
rooms  are  not  wheelchair 
accessible) 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Fassbinder isian^a vowed  ’homo¬ 
sexual  and  radical.  These  concerns 
are  reflected  in  his  films,  but  more 
often  than  not  his  visions  do  not 
please  others  who  are  also  so  self 
identified.  Mother  Kusters  Goes 
To  Heaven  was  picketed  by  Ger¬ 
man  Communists  when  it  opened 
in  Berlin.  Fox  And  His  Friends 
met  with  the  protests  by  gay 
groups  when  it  played  the  New 
York  Film  Festival.  Many  college 
women’s  and  lesbian’s  groups 
decried  the  portrayal  of  the  les¬ 
bians  in  The  Bitter  Tears  Of  Petra 
Von  Kant.  If  transsexuals  were 
better  organized  I  suspect  that  they 
might  have  vocalized  distaste  with 
the  image  of  Elvira  in  In  a  Year 
of  Thirteen  Moons.  His  newest 
film  —  The  Third  Generation  —  is 
going  to  win  no  fans  from  terrorist 
groups. 


Fassbinder  On  Terrorism 


Set  in  contemporary  Germany, 
The  Third  Generation  details  the 
affairs  and  machinations  of  a  ter¬ 
rorist  group  (a  sort  of  small  time 
Bader-Meihhof).  Fassbinder  de¬ 
scribes  it  as,  “A  comedy  in  six 
parts  about  parlor  games,  full  of 
suspense,  excitement,  and  logic, 
cruelty  and  madness,  similar  to  the 
fairy  tales  that  are  told  to  children 
to  help  them  bear  their  life  unto 
death.”  If  at  first  glance  Fass¬ 
binder’s  attempt  to  find  the  lighter 
side  of  terrorism  seems  in  dubious 
taste,  his  execution  of  the  material 
is  actually  quite  funny  and 
trenchant. 

Fassbinder’s  terrorists  seem  to 
function  in  a  political  vacuum. 
They  know  the  world  is  unjust  and 
destructive,  but  they  have  no 
understanding  of  why  or  how. 
They  seem  to  have  no  interest  in 
any  political  theory,  preferring 
instead  to  think  of  clever  names 
like  ‘‘Operation  Monopoly,”  to 
don  outlandish  costumes  and  to 
pull  off  a  kidnapping.  They  are  so 
into  what  they  are  doing  and  out 
of  sync  with  reality  that  they  do 
not  even  realize  their  leader 
August  (Volker  Spengler)  is  in  the 
pay  of  a  computer  magnate,  P.J. 
Lurz  (Eddie  Constantine),  who  is 
upset  that  the  recent  decline  in 
terrorism  has  caused  the  demand 


for  computers  to  fall  off.  It  is  a 
bitter  little  Orwellian  joke  that  is 
played  with  an  Alice  in  Wonder¬ 
land  innocence.  Fassbinder  is  not 
against  terrorism  per  se,  but  he  is 
certainly  against  mindlessly 
following  party  lines,  or  acting 
without  a  sense  of  clear  purpose. 

Despite  the  comic  touches,  the 
baroque  plot  twists  (August  picks 
up  his  blood  money  from  Lurz  in 
very  tacky  drag),  with  its  stylish 
photography  (a  bank  robbery 
where  cell  member  Petra  —  Margit 
Carstensen  —  shoots  her  husband) 
this  is  essentially  a  philo¬ 
sophical  film:  how  do  misfits, 
malcontents  and  the  perverse 
exercise  their  will  and  function 
within  society.  This  is  the  same 
problem  that  Fassbinder  has 
always  focused  on.  In  Fox  And 
His  Friends,  the  main  character 
cannot  imagine  exercising  his  will 
and  consequently  is  destroyed  by 
the  members  of  sub-group  (homo¬ 
sexual)  who  try  to  conform  to 
societal  standards.  In  In  a  Year  of 
Thirteen  Moons  the  transsexual 
Elvira  makes  every  attempt  to 
negate  her/his  will  and  render 
her/his-self  effectless.  Petra  in 
The  Bitter  Tears  of .  .  .  withdraws 
from  the  world  and  lives  in  her 
ornate,  dream-like  apartment. 
These  terrorists,  by  not  under¬ 


standing  the  relationship  between 
life  and  reality,  are  manipulated, 
ironically,  to  defeat  the  very 
purpose  of  their  existence. 

Fassbinder,  as  in  some  of  his 
other  films,  is  interested  in 
skewering  our  usual  sense  of  film 
reality  and  narration.  The  Third 
Generation  is  divided  into  six  neat 
acts,  each  a  little  vignette  of 
terrorist  activity.  It’s  a  technique 
that  he  has  been  perfecting  during 
the  last  ten  years.  In  Effie  Briest 
(1972-4)  he  highlighted  scenes 
from  the  Fontane  novel,  formed  a 
series  of  tableaux,  and  connected 
them  with  white  fades.  The  Bitter 
Tears  Of  Petra  Von  Kant  (adapted 
from  his  stage  play)  is  also  a  series 
of  short  scenes,  connected  by  idea 
rather  than  plot.  Here  the 
technique  is  smoother,  more  fluid. 
He  has  a  better  idea  of  what  he  is 
talking  about  (something  that 
seemed  alarmingly  absent  in  Petra) 
and  how  to  portray  that  in  action. 

As  usual  Fassbinder  is  in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  underdog,  the 
outsider.  But  his  sympathy  rests 
upon  a  critical  distance.  Like  Jean- 
Luc  Godard’s  witty  dissection  of 
French  Maoists  in  La  Chinoise, 
Fassbinder  is  interested  less  in 
function  of  political  groups  and 
more  in  the  reasons,  whys  and 
wherefores  behind  that  fun- 


A  Victory  In  The  South 


By  Lisa  Halpern 
Victories  in  the  media  for  gays 
(and  lesbians)  and  liberals  in  North 
Carolina  and  Texas  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  the  national  attention  they 
deserve,  but  they  have  had  t  their 
effect.  The  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church  (MCC)  in  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.,  has  received  calls  and 
letters  from  all  over  the  country. 


people  have  come  out  of  the 
closet,  and  support  organizations 
and  hotlines  have  been  started. 
Three  major  fundamentalist 
evangelists,  including  Jerry 
Falwell,  have  been  removed  from 
Sunday  morning  programming. 
And  in  Dallas,  Rev.  James 
Robison  has  had  to  meet  with  the 
station  panel  to  modify  his  bigoted 


views  before  being  allowed  back 
on  the  air. 

The  events  as  stated  in  TV 
Guide,  Nov.  15,  1980  started  on 
Dec.  30,  1979,  when  Don  King,  a 
Charlotte  gay  rights  activist  and 
MCC  participant,  complained  to 
WSOC-TV,  the  Federal  Commun¬ 
ications  Commission  (FCC),  and 
the  Rev.  Charles  Sustar  of  the 


Flames  of  Revival  program.  King 
objected  to  Sustar’s  insistence 
upon  the  sinfulness  of  homosex¬ 
uality,  and  his  encouragement  of 
hatred  and  discrimination  against 
us.  King  asked  for  equal  time  for 
members  of  the  gay  community  to 
respond.  Freeman  Jones,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of 
WSOC,  considered  the  Fairness 
Doctrine  of  the  FCC,  and  gave 
them  one  of  Sustar’s  weekly  time 
slots  in  which  to  respond.  (The 
Fairness  Doctrine  requires  stations 
to  provide  opportunity  for 
response  to  controversial  issues.  It* 
is  up  to  the  individual  station 
when,  and  under  what  format, 
response  takes  place.)  On  March 
2,  1980,  Rev.  Nancy  Radclyffe, 
minister  of  the  MCC  in  Charlotte, 
who  is  lesbian,  spoke  over 

WSOC-TV  without  charge  from 
the  station. 

Freeman  Jones  began  preview¬ 
ing  Sustar’s  sermons  before  air 
time,  and,  deciding  that  Sustar 
merely  repeated  points  that  he  had 
covered  again  and  again,  replaced 
Sustar’s  March  16th  show  with  a 
travelogue.  WSOC  also  pre-empt¬ 
ed  Rev.  James  Robison’s  syn¬ 
dicated  weekly,  Man  with  a 
Message,  saying  that  Robison  de¬ 
nounced  respected  religious 
leaders.  (Robison  himself  suspects 
that  his  criticism  of  the  liberal  atti¬ 
tudes  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  got  him  into  trouble.) 
On  April  20,  Robison’s  expired 
contract  was  not  renewed,  and  he 
was  replaced  by  Animals,  Ani¬ 
mals,  Animals,  a  children’s  show. 

WSOC  also,  on  April  25,  drop¬ 
ped  Jerry  Falwell.  I  contacted 
Freeman  Jones,  vice  president  and 
general  manager  of  WSOC.  He 
said,  “Wejust  decided  to  go  to  2'/z 
hours  of  children’s 

programming.”  Sustar’s  $20 
million  suit  against  the  station  was 
thrown  out  of  court  because  of  the 
ruling  that  the  Constitution  did 
not  guarantee  anyone  access  to 
the  airwaves.  “There  is  very  little 
going  on  now,”  Jones  said.  “We 
got  a  lot  of  mail,  pro  and  con,  but 
mostly  pro.  The  station  does  not 
hear  much  from  the  evangelists 
any  more.” 

The  controversy  is  quiet  in 
Dallas,  now,  too,  but  a  year  ago, 
the  Dallas  Gay  Political  Caucus 
objected  to  James  Robison’s 
show.  Dave  Lange  of  WFAA-TV 
called  in  several  attorneys  to  look 
at  the  program.  Robison  was  pre¬ 
senting  only  one  side  of  a  contro- 


I  Love  You  More  Than  Chocolate  Itself 
Be  My  Valentine 


Birds  do  it,  bees  do  it  and  we’re  here  to  help  you  do  it,  say  “I  love  you” 
that  is,  to  the  special  people  in  your  life  this  Valentine’s  Day.  And  we 
make  it  so  easy  for  you— with  100’s  of  unique  Valentine  cards,  music 
boxes,  Valentine  buttons,  mugs  stuffed  with  delicious  chocolates,  and 
a  collection  of  stuffed  animals  that  would  impress  even  Noah! 


We  can  fulfill  all  of  your  animal  needs... 
and  some  of  those  of  your  lover. 

226  Newbury  Street 
(between  Exeter  and  Fairfield  Streets) 


Mon. -Sat.  10  a.m.  -  6p.m.  Open  Sunday,  February  8,  12  noon  -  5  p.m. 
SPECIAL  VALENTINE  HOURS  February  9  -13: 10  a.m.  -  7  p.m. 

536-4995 


ctioning. 

Perhaps  a  thinker  more  than  an 
actor,  he  is  able  to  pinpoint 
interesting  topics  —  more  than 
most  other  filmmakers  are  able  to 
do  —  and  then  scribble  quick  film 
essays  on  them.  It’s  Fassbinder 
36th  film  in  less  then  15  years.  His 
prolificness,  and  the  style  that 
comes  from  that  —  quick-witted, 
casual,  and  up  to  the  moment  — 
are  part  of  what  gives  his  films  the 
energy  and  momentum  that  make 
them  so  vibrant  and  enjoyable. 
There  are  times  when  he  moves  too 
quickly,  coming  up  with  and  dis¬ 
carding  ideas  all  in  the  same  frame 
(Godard  was  accused  of  this  in  the 
late  sixties,  but  viewers  have  gotten 
more  used  to  it  by  now)  but  what  is 
so  pleasing  is  that  he  has  ideas.  In 
the  age  of  the  glorified  soaper 
(. Kramer  vs.  Kramer,  Ordinary 
People)  and  the  empty  pop  epic 
(Star  Wars  ad  infinitum)  any  film 
with  substance  catches  interest. 

As  a  radical  and  a  homosexual, 
Fassbinder  may  have  a  more  jaun¬ 
diced,  distance  view  of  the  world. 
But  whatever  has  placed  him  in 
that  position,  he  has  enough  ideas, 
energy  and  style  to  keep  turning 
out  interesting  films.  The  Third 
Generation  is  more  accessible  than 
In  a  Year  of  Thirteen  Moons, 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


versial  issue,  so  Lange  and  WFAA 
gave  one  of  Robison’s  time  slots, 
free  of  charge,  to  gay  rights 
speakers,  including  a  Methodist 
minister  and  a  psychologist.  The 
scriptural  context  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  recent  court  rulings  were 
discussed.  “We  got  a  lot  of 
complaints,”  said  Lange,  “and  a 
few  hoorays.  This  was  the  third 
time  we’d  had  trouble  with  Robi¬ 
son.  It  became  a  public  arena. 
They  organized  a  Freedom  of 
Speech  rally  with  11,000  people, 
and  we  got  13,000  letters,  at  least 
twenty-to-one  supporting  Robi¬ 
son.”  Five  months  later,  the 
station  took  Robison  off  the  air. 
“We  sat  down  with  him,”  Lange 
said,  “and  he  agreed  to  abide  by 
our  policy,  to  moderate  his  show. 
He  called  the  FCC  and  asked  for  a 
ruling  on  the  Fairness  Doctrine. 
He  wanted  a  finding  that  the 
station’s  position  was  wrong  and 
unfair.  The  FCC  just  told  him  that 
it  was  the  responsibility  of  the 
local  licensee,  that  the  discretion 
belonged  to  the  individual  TV  sta¬ 
tion.  He  wanted  further  clarifica¬ 
tion,  and  in  the  spring  he  wants  a 
hearing  with  the  full  panel.  He  is 
on  the  air  now,  and  we’ve  had  no 
more  complaints  about  his  show, 
although  we  hear  complaints  in 
general  about  the  ways  TV 
ministers  further  their  political 
views  and  how  the  money  they  get 
is  used,  how  it  is,  perhaps,  mixed 
with  political  funds.” 

These  controversies,  in  parts  of 
the  country,  are  furthering  the 
growth  of  gay  groups  and  gay  soli¬ 
darity.  Rev.  Jamie  McAlister, 
lesbian  minister  of  the  MCC  in 
Charlotte,  told  me,  “There  were 
never  many  ‘out’  groups  in  Char¬ 
lotte,  but  this  issue  has  started 
their  birth.  (Rev.  Radclyffe  has 
returned  to  school  in  New  York.) 
Many  people  came  out  of  the 
closet.  Support  groups,  the  gay 
switchboard,  and  our  political 
caucus  grew.  The  MCC  was  just 
getting  started  in  Charlotte. 

“Charlotte  is  the  most  cosmo¬ 
politan  city  of  the  South.  It’s  a 
banking  town;  the  people  are  tran¬ 
sient  and  mobile.  It’s  not  a  typical 
city  of  deeply  prejudiced  South¬ 
erners.  They’re  more  open-mind¬ 
ed.  They  didn’t  react  well  to  Rev. 
Sustar.  I  saw  a  headline  that  read 
‘Charlotte  Ain’t  That  Dumb.’ 
Even  the  heterosexual  community 
—  their  attitude  is  ‘this  guy’s 
ripping  us  off  and  now  we  don’t 
Continued  on  page  11 
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Women  Unbound 


Women  in  Martial  Arts, 
1981 

Produced  by  Feminist  Public  Rela¬ 
tions,  graphic  design  by  Women ’s 
Graphic  Center  for  Women  in 
Martial  Arts  (12538  Venice  Blvd. 
No.  5,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90066), 
$6. 

By  Jesse  Mavro 
.  .  .  women  were  once  so  danger¬ 
ous  that  they  had  to  have  their  feet 
bound  .  .  . 

— Maxine  Hong  Kingston, 
Woman  Warrior,  quoted  in 
Women  in  Martial  Arts,  1981. 
This  remark  by  Maxine  Hong 
Kingston  makes  me  think  the 
martial  arts  for  women  have 
symbolized  the  unbinding  of  our 
feet.  The  photographs  in  Women 
in  Martial  Arts,  1981  calendar 
demonstrate  how  completely  some 
women  have  succeeded  in  this. 
January’s  photograph  shows 
Carol  Hernandez  and  Cynthia 
Hales  sparring;  one  delivers  a  high 
roundhouse  kick,  while  her 

South 

Continued  from  page  10 
have  to  put  up  with  him  any 
more.’  The  PTL  (Praise  The  Lord) 
Club  is  walking  lightly,  too,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  charges  against  Tim 
Baker  about  their  finances. 

“The  classic  political  harass¬ 
ment  against  gays  hasn’t  existed  in 
Charlotte,”  continued  McAlister. 
“You  see  in  private  conversations 
with  people  that  it  is  not  establish¬ 
ed  yet.  It’s  a  live  and  let  live 
situation.  Still,  this  is  a  conserv¬ 
ative  state.  The  people  are  good, 
very  nuclear  family-Sunday  reli¬ 
gious  people,  not  hostile  or  threat¬ 
ened.  The  home  of  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan,  however,  is  Greensboro, 
only  90  miles  away.  It  is  being  re¬ 
vitalized,  now,  but  I  don’t  know  if 
it  will  include  gays.” 

Both  Jones  and  McAllister  insist 
that  the  station’s  decisions  cannot 
be  attributed  to  “a  liberal  attitude 
from  a  university  town,”  as  one 
critic  has  said.  The  action  of  the 
station  can  be  attributed  only  to 


partner  blocks  it.  April’s  photo¬ 
graph  is  of  April  Hiraki  doing  a 
Shaolin  Kyng  Fu  sword  form;  her 
stances  are  long  and  low.  To  me 
the  most  striking  example  of  this 
free  stepping  is  the  self-defense 
move  shown  in  December’s  photo. 
Women  in  Martial  Arts  have 
placed  four  small  shadowgraphs 
beside  this  photo.  They  are 
reductions  of  classical  arts  moves 
represented  elsewhere  in  the  calen¬ 
dar,  and  they  emphasize  this  abil¬ 
ity  to  move  freely  as  a  connection 
between  the  older  arts  and  our 
most  recent  one. 

Along  with  12  photographs  of 
different  martial  artists  at  work, 
the  authors  have  included  a 
memorable  saying  for  each  month 
from  women  pioneers  such  as 
Mother  Jones,  Harriet  Tubman, 
and  Simone  de  Beauvoir.  Some 
months  include  dates  in  our 
martial  arts  story.  One  of  these  is 
March  15,  1971,  when  the  First 
Feminist  Martial  Arts  School  in 
the  country  opened  here  in 

courage  and  conviction,  and  not  to 
an  outside  situation. 

Sustar  is  determined  to  get  equal 
time  to  respond  to  programs  that 
show  homosexuals  in  a  good  way, 
citing  Soap  as  his  main  target. 
Perhaps  Sustar  has  not  watched 
enough  episodes  of  Soap.  He  did 
not  see  the  several  gay  characters 
contemplate  suicide  on  different 
occasions,  be  rejected  and  abhor¬ 
red  by  families,  lose  children  and 
try  to  fight  in  court,  be  separated 
from  friends  and  used  by  hetero¬ 
sexuals.  Indeed,  Soap  provides  its 
own  equal  time  response.  Perhaps 
Sustar  thinks  it  too  liberal  that  the 
homosexuals  and  lesbians,  on  the 
program  occasionally  smile  and 
walk  around  unchained. 

The  story  has  heroes  and  hero¬ 
ines.  We  should  applaud  and  sup¬ 
port  the  people  involved  who 
break  the  “anything  for  money 
and  power”  tradition  of  oilr 
culture.  (Every  time  a  station 
Continued  on  page  12 
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CHARLES  PLAYHOUSES 

76  WARRENTON  STREET.  BOSTON.  MA  02116 


THE  INCREDIBLE 


JIM  BAILEY 


as  JUDY  GARLAND 

AND  INTRODUCING  THE  ILLUS  ON  OF  BARBRA  STREISAND 


Fassbinder 


Boston.  The  dedication  on  the  first 
page  is: 

To  women  martial  artists  and  to 
their  teachers.  We  wish  to  honor 
the  discipline,  determination  and 
spirit  of  women  who  train  in  the 
martial  arts  ...  to  document  and 
communicate  women’s  participa¬ 
tion  and  contribution  to  martial 
arts. 

The  group,  Women  in  Martial 
Arts,  has  certainly  honored  those 
pictured  here  and  made  a  strong 
statement  for  “their  contribution 
to  martial  arts.” 

Although  there  are  certainly 
Asian  women  included  in  the 
calendar,  young,  white  women 
dominate  it.  This  is  the  first 
calendar  of  women  martial  artists; 
it  would  be  good  for  the  authors  to 
note  that  this  limited  view  of 
participants  could  give  the 
impression  that  there  are  few,  if 
any,  black,  older  and  physically 
challenged  women  who  practice 
the  arts.  Many  different  women 
have  fought  in  the  streets  and  their 
homes.  These  are  the  anonymous 
martial  artists  we  must  rediscover 
in  order  to  give  a  more  accurate, 
fuller  picture  of  women  fighters. 

The  calendar  has  some  visual 
limits  also.  The  paper  used  is  high 
glossy  and  this  lends  a  harshness  to 
what  we  see.  The  photographs  are 
all  black  and  white  and  red.  Al¬ 
though  there  is  a  clear  historical 
basis  in  the  martial  arts  for  the  use 
of  these  colors,  they  seem 
somewhat  negative  in  certain 
places.  The  solid  black  borders 
which  contain  the  days  of  the  week 
for  each  month  stand  out  in  an 
almost  grim  way.  The  emphasis  in 
June’s  photo  of  Judo  artists 
throwing  partners  is  on  those  who 
are  falling  heavily,  rather  than 
those  who  are  throwing  quickly 
and  lightly.  This  is  due  to  the 


Continued  from  page  10 
but  perhaps  less  so  than  Fox  And 
His  Friends.  But  it’s  witty  and 
funny,  critical  and  thoughtful.  Its 
quickness  gives  it  a  certain  “dis¬ 
posable”  feeling,  but  this  only 


adds  to  its  energy.  It’s  not  going  to 
be  a  big  hit  in  German  terrorist 
circles,  but  it’s  a  lot  better  than 
sitting  through  another  Holly¬ 
wood  movie  that  will  end  up  on 
TV  next  month. 


graphic  shading  in  the  lower  half 
of  the  picture.  Nevertheless,  there 
are  some  photographs  1  very  much 
like  here.  In  March,  Miyako 
Tanaka  and  Malayne  Jaime  do 
Naginata  sparring  on  a  beach. 
Although  the  photograph  is 
blurred,  the  women’s  agility  and 
joyfulness  is  not.  I  have  already 
mentioned  April  Hiraki’s  wonder¬ 
ful  Shaolin  syvord  form  for  April. 
May  is  my  ■  favorite.  Here,  ten 
women  meditate  on  a  beach.  It  is 
perhaps  odd  that  I  should  pick  the 
picture  of  least  action  as  my 
favorite.  However,  this  is  the  most 
modest  photo,  and  modesty  is  a 
key  to  internal  mastery  in  the 


martial  arts.  It  is  as  difficult  to 
achieve  this  as  it  is  to  master  good 
foot  movement,  maybe  more  so.  It 
is  to  the  credit  of  Women  in 
Martial  Arts  that  they  recognize 
this  by  including  this  photograph. 

Women  in  Martial  Arts  is  an 
active  group  which  seeks  to 
provide  teaching  and  other 
services,  such  as  workshops. 
Proceeds  from  this  calendar 
support  this  group,  which  seems 
well  worth  supporting.  As  a 
martial  artist,  I  am  grateful  these 
women  have  given  us  the  calendar. 
1  look  forward  to  others  in  coming 
years,  it  is  a  beginning  with  good 
possibilities. 


Balloons  Over  Boston 

,  Love  is  in  the  air  this  Valentine’s  Day  with  A  to  Zoo’s  drawing  for  a 
bouquet  of  balloons  to  be  delivered  to  your  loved  one  on  Valentine’s 
Day.  This  red,  white  and  pink  lace-tied  bouquet  from  Balloons  Over 
Boston  can  be  won  by  you.  Simply  visit  A  To  Zoo  before  February  12 
and  place  your  name  in  our  raffle  box.  And  to  insure  a  bouyant  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Day  you  may  purchase  Balloons  Over  Boston’s  boxed  helium 
heart.  At  A  To  Zoo.  Arrangements  can  be  made  to  have  your  favorite 
animal  attached  to  one  of  their  delivered  bouquets. 


A  Gift  &  Card  Menagerie 
226  Newbury  St.  (between  Exeter  &  Fairfield) 

Open  Monday  thru  Saturday  10  -  6.  Open  Sunday  Feb.  8:  noon  -  5 
Special  Valentine  Hours:  Feb  9  -  13:  10  -  7pm 
536-4995 
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Records 


Woody  Simmons 

Record  by  Woody  Simmons 
Deep  River  Records,  1980. 
Distributed  by  Redwood  Records, 

P.O.  Box  996,  Ukiah,  CA  95842 

Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 

Woody  Simmons’s  long- 
awaited  second  album  is  so  plea¬ 
sant  and  sweet  and  simple  that 
critiquing  it  seems  as  unnecessary 
as  analysing  Pelican  Punch.  Like 
her  earlier  album,  Oregon  Moun¬ 
tains,  this  one  is  not  “political” 
and  it  is  even  less  profound,  but  it 
is  mellow  and  optimistic  and  kind 
of  easy-listening  women’s  music. 
Simmons’s  banjo-picking  folk 
style  has  been  replaced  by  bouncy 
bass,  piano  and  sax  solos  creating 
a  softer  sound. 

There  seems  to  be  a  concept  to 
this  album,  expressed  through  the 
progression  of  songs.  It  could  be 
described  as  “From  Make-up  to 
Break-up.” 

The  album  starts  with  “Too 
Good  To  Be,”  a  punchy  quick 
tune  about  the  amazement  of 
falling  in  love  again.  Sings 
Woody:  “I  can  feel  the  warmth  of 
your  soul,  it’s  inside  of  me, 
reviving  me.”  The  last  song  on  the 
album  is  “Fare  Thee  Well:”  “I’m 
off  to  something  new,  remem¬ 
bering  dreams  of  you.”  Along  the 
way,  the  various  songs  describe 
the  joys  of  being  in  love,  the 
suspicions  that  there  may  be 
trouble  in  Paradise,  attempts  to 
hold  the  relationship  together, 
and  the  final  goodbye. 

The  only  song  I  found  really 
memorable  is  “It  Don’t  Rain,” 
which  is  also  the  only  song  which 
is  explicitly  lesbian: 


Please  Tip  Your  Waitress 

Record  by  Willie  Sordid. 
Folkways  Album  No.  FTS  37582. 
A  vailable  from  Folkways  Records 
and  Service  Corp.,  43  West  6 1st 
St.,  NY,  NY  10023. 

Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 
Willie  Sordill,  who  coordinated 
the  1979  album  Walls  to  Roses: 
Songs  of  Changing  Men,  has  now 
done  a  solo  album,  Please  Tip 
Your  Waitress.  It  is  playful, 
political,  musical  and  a  significant 
work.  Feminists,  whether  female 
or  male,  lesbian,  gay,  straight,  or 
bi-sexual,  will  all  be  very  pleased 
with  this  unusual  album.  Willie’s 
lyrics  are  honest  and  real,  and  the 
instrumentation  is  superb.  He  has 
assembled  a  fine  back-up  band  of 
Boston  musicians,  and  this  local 
product  was  produced  at  Sound 
Techniques  in  Watertown,  Mass., 
engineered  by  Karen  T.  Kane. 

Each  song  really  shines  in  a 
unique  way.  Some,  like  “Mothers 
and  Fathers,”  “Rosa  Parks,” 
“Poverty”  and  “Please  Tip  Your 
Waitress”  are  about  injustice  in 
society.  Two  songs,  “I  Don’t  Care 
What  They  Say”  and  “The  I  Love 
Me  Song,”  are  impish  children’s 
songs.  On  “Jealousy,”  “Old 
Friend’s  Song,”  and  “For  My 
Men  Friends,”  Willie  very  honest¬ 
ly  looks  at  his  own  emotions  in  a 
way  that  feminists  have  not  come 
to  expect  from  men,  particularly 
on  records. 

You’re  in  there  talking  to  some¬ 
body  else 

While  I’m  in  here  moping  around 
taking  shots  at  myself. 

It’s  wonderful  for  a  man  to  ex¬ 
amine  his  own  lack  of  self-confi¬ 
dence  and  question  his  own  emo¬ 
tions  rather  than  expressing  rage  at 
his  lover,  as  is  so  often  done  in  pop 
music  (and  life).  Willie’s  sincerity 
in  analyzing  his  own  role  as  a  man 
is  evident  throughout  the  album. 
In  “For  My  Men  Friends”  (which 
was  also  on  the  Walls  to  Roses 
album),  he  celebrates  the  adven¬ 
ture  and  joy  of  growing  up  male: 


Woody’s  Second  Album 


Now  some  people,  they’ve  got 
rules 

For  what  you  can  feel 
You  know  what  I  have  for  you 
can  only  be  real 
You  are  to  me  what  only  a 
woman  can  be. 

The  one  political  song  on  the 
album  is  “Who’ll  Save  the 
Animals?”  which  like  most  of  the 
other  songs,  is  a  pretty  tune  with 
insipid  lyrics. 

I  wish  Woody  had  done  more 
instrumentals.  She  has  some  good 
back-up  musicians,  besides  her 
own  skills.  I  particularly  like  Patti 
Vincent’s  sax  solo  on  “August 
Tides,”  which  sounds  like  waves 
lapping  on  a  mellow  night.  Other 
musicians  on  this  album  include 
Joy  Julks,  Vicki  Randle,  and  Juli 
Homi. 

I  was  disappointed  that  the 
jacket  and  insert  for  this  album 
did  not  contain  the  usual  array  of 
photos  of  women  who  worked  on 
it.  It’s  a  feature  I  greatly  enjoy 
and  support,  for  it  helps  to  remind 
audiences  that  women’s  music  is 
more  than  just  the  one  star 
musician:  back-up  musicians, 
engineers,  producers,  artists  and 
many  others  contribute  their  work 
to  an  album. 

The  cover  photo  of  Woody 
Simmons,  in  high  boots  with  her 
legs  spread,  does  seem  to  promote 
a  disturbing  move  in  women’s 
music  towards  blatant  sex  appeal 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  values 
that  might  be  portrayed.  Iron¬ 
ically,  Woody’s  pose  is  the  exact 
opposite  of  Meg  Christian’s  on  / 
Know  You  Know  —  one  of  the 
first  women’s  music  albums.  Meg 


sits  barefoot,  hugging  her  knees 
together,  looking  a  lot  more  sure 
of  herself  than  Woody’s  expectant 


pose. 

Despite  its  shallowness,  the 
whole  of  this  album  is  better  than 


the  sum  of  its  parts.  I  do  recom 
mend  it  for  mellow  listening. 


Willie  SordilPs  Solo  Album 

■ 

V  * 


Conquering  the  city  park,  playing 
baseball  after  dark 
and  all  kinds  of  things  we  didn’t 
understand 

about  the  early  training  of  a  man. 
Yet  he  is  not  glorifying  the  conven¬ 
tional  male  experience.  Rather,  he 
is  constantly  challenging  it: 

You  came  up  softly  behind  me 
Kissed  her  quick,  and  then  kissed 
me 

You  showed  your  feelings  honestly 
And  said,  who  cares  if  others  see... 

I  learned  a  lot  about  myself  that 
day. 

On  “Old  Friends  Song,”  Willie 
describes  a  phone  call  to  an  old 
friend,  or  maybe  lover,  who  has 
been  out  of  his  touch  but  not  out  of 
his  mind.  It  is  filled  with  the  ambi¬ 
valent  emotions  one  might  feel 
about  such  an  urgent  need  to  con¬ 
nect  with  the  past.  Unlike  the  Bell 
Telephone  commercials  in  which  a 
long-distance  call  solves  everything. 


Willie  concludes  the  song  with  his 
emotions  still  unresolved.  It  is  a 
song  about  modern  relationships  to 
which  everyone  can  relate. 

TV 

Continued  from  page  11 
most  importantly,  notice  how  eas¬ 
ily  the  fundamentalists  backed 
down  when  challenged. 

Gays  and  lesbians  can,  and 
cancels  a  well-paying  evangelist,  it 
loses  income.)  Let  us  notice  how 
far  past  the  FCC  Fairness  ruling 
the  station  people  went  because 
they  were  “doing  what  they 
thought  was  right.”  (They  could 
have  put  the  gay  speakers  on  at 
midnight  for  a  standard  fee.)  And, 
must,  oppose  the  enormous  power 
and  wealth  of  the  fundamentalist 
Christians.  We  can  challenge  their 
rights  and  fairness  in  the  media, 
their  financial  dealings,  and  their 


One  song  on  the  album,  “Moth¬ 
ers  and  Fathers,”  is  sung  by  Marcia 
Taylor,  with  an  incredible  blues 
guitar  solo  by  Mario  Porporino, 


distorted  facts.  We  must  write  let¬ 
ters  and  essays  to  major  news¬ 
papers,  television  and  radio 
stations,  and  to  the  evangelists 
themselves.  (Sustar  claims  he  has 
never  received  a  signed  letter  from 
a  homosexual.)  We  must  encour¬ 
age  other  stations  to  follow  the 
examples  of  WSOC  and  WFAA. 
And,  please,  write  letters  of 
support  to  the  following  people: 

Freeman  Jones,  Vice  President 
and  General  Manager 
WSOC-TV 
P.O.  Box  34665 
Charlotte,  NC  28234 


and  the  multi-talented  Willie  on 
sax.  It’s,  a  song  about  lesbian 
mothers  and  gay  fathers: 

Her  daughter’s  love  gives  her 
strength  to  start  the  day... 

Worker,  mother,  lesbian 

His  children’s  song  lift  him  up 
and  take  him  home... 

He.  wouldn’t  see  them  anyway 

If  the  court  knew  he  was  gay. 

Willie  explores  another  theme  in 
the  song  “Indiana.”  It’s  a  wonder¬ 
ful  song  about  a  woman  farmer  — 
an  unexpected  touch.  Sings  Willie: 

And  the  Indiana  farmer  works  the 
land 

And  will  until  she’s  lost  the 
strength  to  stand. 

The  song  also  makes  an  interesting 
statement  about  city  folks  dream¬ 
ing  of  going  back  to  the  land,  who 
envision  romantic  places  like  Colo¬ 
rado  and  Vermont,  never  consider¬ 
ing  what  the  land  of  Indiana  has 
meant  to  those  who  have  worked  it 
for  generations. 

The  lyrics,  musicianship,  and 
production  of  this  album  are  all 
excellent.  Complete  lyrics,  music, 
and  chords  are  included  with  the 
record,  and  photos  of  all  the  par¬ 
ticipants  in  its  production  are  also 
included.  Willie  Sordill  performs 
live  around  the  country  and  can  be 
contacted  at  20  Highland  Ave.  #3, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 


Dave  Lange 
WFAA-TV 

Communications  Center 
Dallas,  TX  75202 

Rev.  Jamie  McAlister 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
P.O.  Box  32552 
Charlotte,  NC  28232 

Rev.  Nancy  Radclyffe 
Union  Theological  Seminary 
New  York  City 

TV  Guide  [for  running  an  article 
on  this  topic] 

Triangle  Publications 
100  Matsonford  Rd. 

Radnor,  PA  19088 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn 


A  Gentle  Guy 


By  Nancy  Walker 

I  can  still  picturehimasif  it  were 
yesterday.  He  was  very  tall  and 
thin,  nervous  in  his  movements, 
bespectacled,  gentle,  quiet,  terri¬ 
bly  self-effacing.  That  was  in  1952, 
when  I  first  met  Roger.  (Roger  is 
not  his  real  name.)  We  were  both 
beanie-sporting  brand  new  fresh¬ 
men  at  Hofstra  College  in  Hemp¬ 
stead,  New  York,  and  we  shared  a 
few  required  courses. 

Roger  had  impeccable  manners 
and  a  genuinely  sweet  way  about 
him.  He  was  an  extremely  consid¬ 
erate  individual,  always  concerned 
about  the  comfort  of  others.  He 
was  very  bright  and  seemed  intro¬ 
spective,  seaching  for  something, 
looking  for  answers  to  questions 
he  did  not  articulate.  I  liked  him, 
though  he  was  a  Political  Science 
major  and  I  was  an  English  major, 
and  I  had,  among  my  prejudices, 
the  distinct  impression  that  all  stu¬ 
dents  who  were  not  English  majors 
were  also  not  worth  talking  to,  as  a 
general  rule,  of  course. 

According  to  the  prevailing  ado¬ 
lescent  criteria  (have  they  changed 
all  that  much  through  the  years?) 
Roger  was  not  good  looking.  He 
had  no  build  and  did  not  give  off 
very  assertive,  let  alone  aggressive 
(masculine  virtue?),  vibrations. 
He  folded  up  in  chairs  and  blended 
into  whatever  background  was 
available. 

Other  people  needed  to  employ 
great  patience  and  gentleness  to 
make  Roger  feel  secure  enough  to 
talk  at  all  beyond,  “Can  I  do 


something  for  you?’’,  yet  he  was 
bright  and  everyone  knew  it.  He 
was  well  liked,  by  his  teachers  at 
any  rate,  though  his  peers  were 
usually  off  seeking  greener  pas¬ 
tures  than  his  companionship 
offered. 

Roger  was  different.  He  was 
very  old-seeming,  though  he  was 
the  same  age  as  most  entering 
freshmen  were  in  those  days, 
seventeen  or  eighteen.  He  was  old 
and  sober,  a  hard-working  student 
and  an  apparently  passive  indi¬ 
vidual  who  would  not  harm  the 
proverbial  fly.  For  some  reason  he 
stuck  in  the  back  of  my  mind  while 
the  front  of  my  mind  was  bound 
up  with  other  matters. 

I  did  not  spend  much  time  with 
Roger.  He  joined  the  Young  Re¬ 
publican  Club  and  put  a  great  deal 
of  effort  and  time  into  that.  I  was 
much  more  interested  in  the  liter¬ 
ary  magazine  and  the  newspaper, 
and  my  personal  life,  so  I  saw  him 
fleetingly  in  passing  down  corri¬ 
dors  or  scurrying  through  the  cafe¬ 
teria.  He  seemed  to  have  found  his 
element  among  the  Young  Repub¬ 
licans.  They  were  more  interested 
in  politics  than  in  personal 
charm  or  physical  attractiveness. 
Those  guys  meant  business.  I 
imagine  they  still  do. 

I  had  my  own  fish  to  fry,  so  to 
speak.  This  college  business  was  a 
totally  new  sensation  for  me.  After 
enduring  a  particularly  unpleasant 
four  years  in  high  school,  I  was 
overcome  with  joy  at  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  in  college  I  was  not  going 


to  be  systematically  tormented  by 
my  teachers  nor  necessarily  bored 
to  distraction  by  my  fellow 
students.  I  had  finally  found  at 
least  a  few  individuals  with  whom  I 
could  talk,  share  intellectual 
concerns  and  esthetic  appreciation, 
particularly  of  poetry.  It  was  the 
beginning  of  a  whole  new  life  for 
me,  one  that  opened  up  horizons  I 
had  not  even  dreamed  of  before. 

The  one  hangover  from  high 
school  that  colored  part  of  my 
college  career  was  the  social  re¬ 
quirement  of  having  a  boyfriend. 
If  you  wanted  to  go  to  parties,  if 
you  wanted  to  be  part  of  the  group 
you  had  chosen  as  your  own,  you 
had  to  have  a  date.  A  lone  individ¬ 
ual,  especially  a  girl,  always  felt 
like  a  fifth  wheel  and  was  looked 
upon  as  a  threat  to  other  girls  who 
had  dates  and  didn’t  want  to  lose 
them.  It  was  a  sorry  situation,  but 
I  had  the  requisite  boyfriend  —  a 
lovely  fellow,  actually.  He  was  the 
“strong  silent”  type,  which  meant 
that  he  didn’t  interfere  when  I 
wanted  to  talk  and  he  always 
acquiesced  when  I  suggested  an 
activity  or  a  place  to  go. 

One  evening  when  I  was  at  home 
(Hofstra  was  strictly  a  commuter 
college  in  the  Fifties)  Roger  tele¬ 
phoned  me.  He  sounded  strained 
and  had  a  great  deal  of  difficulty 
coming  to  the  point  of  the  call,  but 
when  he  finally  got  to  it,  the  mes¬ 
sage  was  a  very  touching  one.  He 
had  called  to  confess  his  affection 
to  me,  not  for  me,  but  to  me. 
Roger  -  cared  for"  Don,  my  boy¬ 


friend  (Don  wasn’t  his  real  name 
either),  and  wanted  me  to  know 
about  his  feelings  because  he 
didn’t  want  me  to  find  out  any 
other  way.  He  also  didn’t  want  me 
to  be  offended. 

I  couldn’t  understand  why 
Roger  was  bothering  to  tell  me 
about  it,  since  he  said  he  didn’t 
intend  to  “act  on”  his  emotions, 
but  I  could,  even  in  my  unenlight¬ 
ened  state,  appreciate  his  candor 
and  his  courage.  He  went  on  to  in¬ 
vite  both  Don  and  me  to  dine  with 
him  at  a  Chinese  restaurant.  There 
was  no  way  I  could  refuse,  so  Don 
and  Roger  and  I  ate  dinner  togeth¬ 
er  and  talked  of  nothing  in  partic¬ 
ular.  Roger  either  couldn’t,  or 
didn’t  want  to,  say  anything  deep 
or  amorous  to  Don.  It  was  a  very 
strange,  brief  interlude  that  took 
place  in  our  freshman  year  and 
was  never  repeated. 

Don  and  I  scratched  our  heads 
over  the  incident,  but  life  was 
filled  with  excitement  and  the 
quest  for  knowledge  and  we  were 
swept  along  on  a  tide  too  swift  for 
us  to  devote  either  time  or  energy 
to  Roger.  He  dropped  out  of 
school  well  before  graduation.  In 
fact,  I  don’t  know  when  he  left;  I 
was  too  much  absorbed  in  my  own 
affairs  to  notice. 

Some  time  after  we  had  all  left 
Hofstra,  dragging  our  loves  and 
our  lives  and  all  our  unanswered 
questions  with  us,  we  learned  that 
Roger  had  committed  suicide. 

That  was  in  the  Fifties.  How 
different  are  things  now?  I  am 


haunted  by  Roger’s  suicide.  1  keep 
hoping  that  youth  today  has  other 
options,  that  today  Roger  could 
join  something  other  than  the 
Young  Republican  Club  and  find 
comradeship  of  a  more  intimate 
and  necessary  kind.  In  those  days 
“gay”  was  not  current,  and 
“homosexuality”  was  very  fre¬ 
quently  “the  love  that  dare  not 
speak  its  name.” 

Roger  could  admit  his  affection 
for  Don  but  not  act  on  it.  Had  he 
finally  acted  on  his  impulses  to¬ 
ward  someone  else  and  found  him¬ 
self  guilty  of  a  crime  so  heinous 
that  the  only  way  he  could  do 
sufficient  penance  was  to  kill  him¬ 
self?  And  what  could  Don  and  I 
have  done  for  him  that  we  did  not 
do?  What  could  we  all  do  for  each 
other,  here  and  now,  that  we  do 
not  do?  I  don’t  have  the  answers, 
but  I  walk  around  with  a  sense  of 
loss  and  inadequacy,  always  wash¬ 
ing  I  could  do  more  than  I  do,  give 
more  than  I  give. 

Roger  was  a  timid  soul  whose 
torment  went  beyond  his  ability  to 
endure.  I  didn’t  look  at  him  long 
enough  to  see  his  pain  and  try  to 
ease  it.  I  have  learned  a  great  deal 
since  my  college  days,  but  none  of 
my  recent  knowledge  can  help 
Roger,  and  all  I  can  say  is  that  I 
understand  how  absolutely  im¬ 
portant  it  is  for  us  as  individuals 
and  as  members  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  to  love  and  support  one 
another  while  we  live. 


Defense  Policy 


Continued  from  page  1 

didn’t  eliminate  this  particular 
basis  for  separation,  since  a 
federal  court  has  already  ruled  that 
discharging  someone  for  stating 
that  she  or  he  is  a  homosexual  is 
unconstitutional.  (Knudsen  is 
refering  to  the  case  of  Miriam  Ben 
Shalom,  a  lesbian  soldier  who  was 
ordered  reinstated  into  the  Army 
by  Federal  District  Court  Judge 
Terrance  Evens  in  Milwaukee -see 
GCNV ol.  8,  No.  19). 

“There  is  a  third  basis  for  the 
exclusion,”  continued  Knudsen, 
“which  applies  to  ‘transsexuals’  — 
members  of  the  military  who  have 
married  persons  of  the  same  sex 

Bills 

Continued  from  page 3 
that  “We  [GRNL]  don’t  want  to 
take  a  defensive  posture  in  the 
coming  years.  They  [right-wing¬ 
ers]  expect  us  to  become  strictly 
defensive  and  just  deal  with  the 
anti-gay  measures  they  introduce. 
We  won’t  back  away  from  our 
agenda.” 

Among  conservative  legislation 
to  be  introduced  this  session  is  a 
revival  of  the  Family  Protection 
Act,  originated  in  the  96th 
Congress  by  Sen.  Paul  Laxalt 
(D-NV),  according  to  one  of  his 
aides.  That  bill  included  a  cut-off 
of  all  federal  funding  of  lesbian 
and  gay  organizations  and  a 
declaration  opposing  granting 
gays  legal  relief  from  employment 
and  housing  discrimination. 

Rep.  Bella  Abzug  (D-NY)  intro¬ 
duced  the  first  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights  bill  in  the  House  in  1975.  A 
similar  bill  was  not  introduced  into 
the  Senate  until  1979,  when  Sen. 


‘as  evidenced  by  the  external 
genitalia’  —  unless  it’s  clear  that 
they  got  married  just  to  avoid  the 
service. 

“In  other  words,  if  I  marry  a 
man  because  I  love  him,  they’ll 
boot  me  out.  -But  if  I  marry  a  man 
because  I  don’t  want  to  be  in  the 
service,  they’ll  make  me  stay  in  the 
service.” 

“The  new  policy  may  deprive  us 
of  the  utility  of  the  Matlovitch 
decision  because  it  has  obliterated 
the  discretion  provision  —  except 
in  the  [event]  of  a  war,  they  want 
to  be  able  to  draft  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  so  they  left  themselves  that 
option  in  the  policy. 

“But  I’m  not  at  all  discouraged 


Paul  Tsongas  (D-MA)  initiated  it, 
with  the  co-sponsorship  of  Lowell 
Weicker  (R-CT)  and  Daniel 
Patrick  Moynihan  (D-NY). 

An  aide  to  Tsongas  told  GCN 
that  Tsongas  intends  to  introduce 
a  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights  bill 
into  the  Senate  this  session,  but  as 
yet  has  not  established  a  particular 
timetable. 

GRNL  plans  to  ask  members  of 
Congress  to  introduce  several  bills 
affecting  lesbians  and  gay  men  as 
part  of  its  upcoming  offensive. 

GRNL  has  adopted  a  one-to- 
one  strategy,  arranging  individual 
meetings  with  members  ofCongress 
and  their  staffs  as  much  as 
GRNL’s  resources  will  allow, 
while  planning  to  try  to  mesh  those 
efforts  with  grass  roots  constituent 
pressure. 

Towards  the  latter  end,  GRNL 
has  initiated  its  “Plan  for 
Action,”  a  campaign  to  gather 
250,000  signatures  on  a  petition 


by  the  new  regulations  .  .  .  [be¬ 
cause]  they’ve  given  us  more  bases 
for  successful  Constitutional  chal¬ 
lenge. 

“In  almost  all  cases  where 
there’s  been  a  chance  to  raise  the 
First  Amendment,  we’ve  been  suc¬ 
cessful,”  Knudsen  said.  “I’m 
referring  to  cases  involving  gay 
students’  organizations  and  gay 
prisoners  and  things  like  that.  But 
none  of  the  cases  [involving  gays  in 
the  military]  except  Miriam  Ben 
Shalom  has  been  decided  on 
the  basis  of  the  Constitution.  Hers 
was  —  and  she  won!” 

Ben  Shalom,  however  informed 
GCN  that  the  army  has  not  yet 
complied  with  the  court  order  that 


for  a  federal  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights  bill.  Through  the  plan 
GRNL  hopes  to  expand  the  net¬ 
work  through  which  it  can  gener¬ 
ate  constituent  pressure.  Last  year 
30,000  postcards  supporting  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  were  received 
by  members  of  Congress  as  a  result 
of  the  use  by  GRNL  of  a  50,000 
name  mailing  list. 

Endean  said  that,  although  the 
right-wing  groups  generate  much 
larger  mailings,  legislators  had 
been  impressed.  For  some,  it  was 
the  first  that  legislators  had  heard 
from  their  gay  constituents. 

Those  willing  to  serve  as  on¬ 
going  GRNL  organizers  in  their 
areas  should  write  saying  that  they 
are  interested  in  serving  as  a  field 
associate.  Others  willing  to  assist 
in  GRNL’s  petition  drive  may 
write  for  petitions:  GRNL,  P.O. 
Box  1892,  Washington,  DC 
20013. 


she  be  reinstated.  So  far,  the  Army 
has  only  offered  to  upgrade  her 
discharge  and  award  her  the  pay 
she  would  have  earned  had  she  not 
been  discharged  in  October,  1976 
—  13  months  before  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  her  tour  of  duty. 

“If  the  army  thinks  that  I’m 
going  to  spend  the  rest  of  my  life 
fighting,  they’re  right,”  Ben 
Shalom  told  GCN. 

About  the  Pentagon’s  directive, 
she  commented,  “That’s  what 
happens  when  a  small  segment  of 
the  people  begin  defining  who  is  a 
person  with  full  rights  under  the 
law  and  who  isn’t.” 

“The  gay  community  should  be 
concerned,”  she  said,  “if  only 
because  the  new  regulations  are 
going  to  come  down  hard  on  our 
brothers  and  sisters  still  in  the 
military.  Now  it  will  be  very  easy 
to  throw  people  out  just  based  on 
words. 

“The  fact  that  some  [lesbians 
and  gay  men]  don’t  like  the 
military  doesn’t  mean  they  should 
watch  as  gays  get  the  shaft.  We 
have  to  let  them  know  we  care  and 


let  them  know  they  won’t  be  alone 
if  they  take  a  stand. 

“We’ve  got  to  support  each 
other  financially,  too.  Moral 
Majority  knows  that,  why  don’t 
we?  I’ve  been  an  activist  for  nine 
years  and  I’ve  seen  that  we  trash 
each  other  first  before  we  support 
each  other.” 

According  to  the  San  Francisco 
Sentinel,  the  new  policy  has  also 
been  condemned  by  a  top  aide  to 
the  director  of  the  Veteran’s  Ad¬ 
ministration  —  a  Vietnam  veteran 
who  describes  himself  as  “de¬ 
cidedly  heterosexual.” 

“I  don’t  know  what  the  fuck  the 
big  deal  is,”  Dean  Phillips  told 
Sentinel  reporter  Larry  Bush.  “I 
was  in  Vietnam  when  a  lot  of 
people  were  dying,  and  as  far  as 
people  in  the  field,  I  don’t  think 
they  would  have  given  three  shits 
for  a  person’s  private  sexual  pref¬ 
erence.” 

“I’m  tired  of  the  fuckers  getting 
hung  up  on  bullshit,  ”  Phillips  con¬ 
tinued.  “They  said  the  same  thing 
about  blacks.  When  you  bleed,  it’s 
red.” 
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Classifieds- 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

Photo  student  in  need  of  subjects. 
Allow  me  to  photo  you  lover  friend 
family  birth  party  &  spec  occas  big  & 
small  in  exch  for  free  prints  call  (617) 
522-9830. _ (28) 

Horsewomen,  lesbian  feminists:  would 
you  like  to  gather  a  group  together  for 
dressage,  driving,  trail  riding,  shows 
sharing  equestrienne  activity.  GCN  Box 
369. _ (29) 

Contact  other  open  minded  gay  /- 
bisexual  women  quickly  &  inex¬ 
pensively  thru  new  monthly  exclusive 
personal  ad  listings  in  Pandora's  Box. 
Write:  A  matter  of  Preference,  Ste  207, 
420  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills,  CA 
90212. _ (31) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  ■  crucial  Issus  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. _ 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Leeks  cost  more  than  onions  do. 

They  ought  to  make  a  better  stew, 

But  when  they’re  cooked  I  cannbt  tell 
which  is  which.  Oh  well,  oh  well. 

But  I  can  sure  tell  you  from  all  the  other 
fruits  in  the  garden  of  eden. 

I  love  you.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Do  let  me  know  when  you  can  come  for 
lunch.  Wednesdays  are  bad,  but  any 
other  day  should  be  all  rights _ 

ROBERT  BOBBY  BOB 
As  you  know,  the  news  rocked  us, 
especially  since  we  were  anticipating  a 
lift  for  our  spirits  under  the  grim 
circumstances.  The  adjustment  will 
take  a  long,  long  time,  but  you  are  you, 
and  you  will  overcome.  We  love  you. 

JACK  THE  ZIPPER 

Dr.  says  no  more  orgasms  for  us. 
They’re  bad  for  my  health.  And  we  were 
just  getting  to  know  each  other.  Oh 
well.  You’ll  have  to  enjoy  them  by 
yourself  from  now  on. 

TRUCKING  TO  SF? 

I  want  to  buy  spe  on  trk  or  tr  r  asap.  also 
Ikg  for  F  rdr  to  Wis  or  SF.  617  623-6592. 
_  (28) 

“Lesbians  in  Fiction”  a  slide/tape  show 
by  Maida  Tilchen  featuring  pulp  paper¬ 
backs,  will  be  shown  Friday,  February  6 
at  the  Oasis  Club,  355  Boylston  St. 
(Arlington  St.  Church)  Doors  open 
between  7:30  and  8:00  pm.  $3.  (And  play 
“The  Lesbian  Wedding  Game,"  tool)  (c) 

PORCUPINE 

More  than  champagne  and  strawberries 
with  whipped  cream.  Joy  of  my  soul,  I 
celebrate  you,  I  admire  you,  thauma 
mou.  AML,  Mousie. 

BUGGIE  BEAR!  YOU  THO! ! 

Hi  Nuggie,  surprise!  Did  anyone  ever 
tell  you  that  you  are  the  most  beautiful 
friend,  and  person,  and  woman,  and 
lover  —  esp!  Well,  I  am  —  THO!  xox, 
ME. _ (28) 

Lesbian  seeks  gay  man  for  marriage. 
GCN  Box  370. _  (28) 

Too  cold  in  Vt  GM  22  will  be  moving  to 
Boise,  ID  in  June.  Would  like  to  meet 
atrac  bright  stable  GM  21-30.  B.  Taylor  2 
Webster  Av.  Barre,  Vt.  05641, _ (28) 

LFs  —  interested  in  exploring  different 
types  of  lesbian  relationships?  Play 
"The  Lesbian  Wedding  Game,”  an  audi¬ 
ence  participation  game.  It’s  not  scary, 
it’s  not  competitive,  It’s  fun  and  you’ll 
learn  about  yourself  and  your  potential 
partners.  Friday,  February  6  at  the 
Oasis  Club,  355  Boylston  St.  (Arlington 
St.  Church)  Doors  open  between  7:30 
and  8:00  pm.  $3  (And  see  “Lesbians  in 
Fiction"  slide  show,  too.) _ (c) 

Nice  looking  GM  34  with  beard,  hairy 
chest,  big  heart,  romantic  nature  and 
warm  body  seeks  friends  and  maybe  a 
lover,  any  age,  pix  ans  1st.  GCN  Box. 

_ (28) 

GM  interested  in  forming  a  nudist 
group  to  share  experience  and  insight 
age  20  to  30.  Please  reply  9  to  9  Paul . 
617  536-2213  Relax  plan  together.  (30) 
GWM  30  Ikng  for  slim,  yng,  energetic 
GM  for  Hseboy,  helper,  companion. 
Bost.  +  P-town  must  be  compatable 
and  friendly  call  617-536-2213.  Ask  for 

JaV-  _ (c) 

HELP  OUT  NEW  GAY  YOUTH  GP 
Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  need  furn,  paint,  vaccuum,  and 
anything  useful  for  new  space.  Call 
338-9472  or  Write:  BAGLY,  c/o  GCN 
Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
MA  02108 


UP  AND 
ATOM 

Boston ’$  unique 
telephone  / 

wake-up  and 
answering  service'. 

876-7600 

Wake-up  4am- 
12am.  Weather 
Report.  Trivia,  24- 
hour  answering  serv¬ 
ice  specializing  in 
small  businesses  and 
personal  services. 

*  Singing  Telegrams. 

*  LOW  RATES 
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SERVICES 


THERAPY  FOR  LESBIANS 
Lee  Judith  Orloff  Ph.D.  Licensed 
clinical  psychologist.  Individuals, 
couples.  Weight  control.  Assertiveness 
issues.  Insurance  accepted.  617 
354-7939.  Leave  message. _ (31) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 
For  women,  their  friends,  and  families. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  M A 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 
_ s _ (28) 

ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Learn  to  better  express  feelings,  wants, 
needs;  without  intimidation!  All  gay 
group,  six  weeks,  supportive.  $75 
Bellville  &  Associates  (617)  266-1450.  24 
hr  ans  service. _  (30) 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individual,  couple,  and  group  therapy 
offered.  Sliding  scale,  insurance 
accepted.  For  appointment,  call  Jim 
Fishman,  MSW.  628-8286.  Leave 
message. _ (26) 


EXCITING  GROWTH  POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming  for  January 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
Associates  965-1311 
 Dennis  ladarola,  MA 


No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  qual¬ 
ity  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night.  (25) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
_ Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group,  Couples  & 
Family  Counseling; 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


ACUPUNCTURE 

has  been  effective  in  treating  chronic 
pain  and  stress  as  well  as  digestive, 
urogenital,  and  menstrual  disorders. 
For  information  and  appointment  call 
Michael  Zucker  at  (617)661-4070.  (28) 


GWM  6’1",  170  lbs,  clean  shaven,  sks 
BiM  to  share  some  evenings.  Discretion 
must  —  No  obligations.  Build  friend¬ 
ship,  fun.  NW  Wash,  Md  area.  Send) 
photo,  likes,  age,  area  live  in,  phone.’ 
Joe  Canner,  POB  34124,  Bethesda  ,MD 
20034. _ (28) 

FORMER  SKI  INSTRUCTOR 
Gay  Oriental  M,  professional  science 
writer,  muscular,  attractive,  very  young 
45;  like  to  ski,  bicycle,  backpack;  like 
Mozart,  English  poetry,  Chinese  food; 
politically  somewhat  conservative; 
seek  GM  friends  or  lovers  in  New  Haven 
or  Danbury  area.  Box  185,  Danbury, 
CT  06810. _ (28) 

BiF  new  in  town  looking  for  gay  or  bi 
women  friends  35  or  older,  warm  funny 
friendly  likes  to  dream  dreams  would 
you  share  mine.  Sincere,  discreet,  GCN 
Box  368. _ (28) 

THE  REFUGE  OF  SANGHA 
Gentle  GM  Buddhist  would  like  to  share 
laughter,  support,  emptiness  with 
others  on  the  Path.  Ron,  5  Ivy,  Belmont, 
MA  02178. _ (28) 

LOOKING  FOR  TENNIS  PARTNER 
Bos-Camb  area.  I’m  low  intermediate, 
but  enthusiastic.  Want  to  join  indoor 
court,  play  regularly.  Andrea  661-0082. 

(?) 

6  yr  old  boy,  living  w/lesbians,  needs 
big  brother.  Black  male  prefered. 
Knowledge  of  sign  language  or  willing¬ 
ness  to  learn  essential.  Write  GCN  Box 
310. _ (c) 

GAY  HARVARD  GRAD  GP  FORMING 
Send  stamped  addressed  envelope  to 
Rofes  c/o  GCN  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. _ 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to’ a  box  number' 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  ,  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Expiration  Date  □  MASTERCHARGE 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
has  2  openings.  Grp  explores  issues  of 
intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self- 
image.  For  apptmt,  call  628-8286  & 
leave  message  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW. 

(27) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTISM  —  SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  tor  appt. 


COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 

Chandler  Street,  South  End 
451-0847 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

List  of  gay  radio/cable  TV  shows  in  US, 
Canada.  $1,  John  Zeh,  99  W.  McMillan, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219. _ (y) 

GAY  MEN’S  GROUP 
Gay  men’s  group  forming.  Focus  is  on 
general  issues  using  gestalt  tech¬ 
niques.  Call  Francis  Giambrone,  MA 
661-4070  or  451-1398,  leave  message. 
_ - _ J28) 

OVERWEIGHT,  GAY,  UNHAPPY? 
Therapy  group  forming  for  gay  men  for 
support;  to  explore  issues  of  sexuality; 
frustration;  self-image.  Call  David 
Bellville  (617)  266-1450  for  more  info.  24 
hr  ans  service. _ (30) 

ALCOHOL  EDUCATION  GROUPS 
Mass  Bay  Counseling  Associates  is 
offering  5-week  alcohol  education 
groups  as  part  of  the  alcohol  treatment 
program.  Serving  individuals,  couples  & 
groups  with  alcohol  related  issues. 
Contact  Steve  Dudley,  965-131 1 .  (23) 

HYACINTH  HOUSECLEANERS 
Thorough,  dependable  gay  male  service 
established  in  Boston.  Refs,  avail.  Your 
house  will  sparkle!  Call  445-3604 
(mornings)  ask  for.  Mr.  Chango.  (26) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Room/apt.  by  the  Pru,  in  warm,  clean, 
friendly  house.  Prefer  quiet  guy,  not 
into  smoke,  dope,  drugs,  or  heavy 
drinking,  reasonable  rent.  Call  617 
267-7422. _ (28) 

LF  seeks  same  to  shr  Ig  6  rm  apt  in 
Somerville.  Desire  warm  friendly 
atmos.  w/respect  for  privacy  +  indep 
$165+  61 7 625-5889 and  427-2635.  (28) 

GM  ROOMMATE/DORCHESTER 
GM  seeks  GM  to  share  6  room  apt  nr 
Redline  +  bus.  Immed  occup  $200  htd 
plus  util  (1  mo  sec)  call  617  282-9398 
after  6  pm  (not  a  sex  ad). _ (29) 

GM  prof  sks  rmmte  to  shr  Ige  sunny  5 
rm  apt  in  Belmont  1  bl  from  MBTA.  10 
min  to  Harv  Sq  $210/mo  +  util.  Call  617 
489-3658  eves  +  wknds. _ (29) 

3  LF  seek  1  more  to  share  wonderful 
cooperative  Dorchester  hs.  yd,  nr  T. 
semi-vegie,  no  clgs  1  cat  prefer  25  + 
sharing  +  sep  space  $100+  617 
282-9388. _ (29) 

GM/NORTH  SHORE 
1  GM  wanted  to  share  Ig  Victrn  apt  nr 
Beach  and  T  $1 75/mo  incl  iit.  Perf 
artistic  prof.  Call  5-8pm.  (617)  593-0322 
Lynn-Nahant. 

(28) 


HOUSEMATES  WANTED 
LF  26  sks  1-2  GF/GMs  to  shr  8  rm  hse  in 
Malden.  Frpl,  yd,  mod  k  &  b,  darkrm, 
extra  rm  for  office/studio,  etc.  Nr  M  BTA. 
Safe  area.  Dog  OK.  322-4953. _ (28) 

F  26  with  2  cats  seeks  responsible 
friendly  rent-sharer  for  sunny  2  bed¬ 
room  apt  near  Cleveland  Circle.  $190 
incl  heat.  Call  evenings  after  6  (not 
Tues),  738-6799. _ (28) 

2F  (1  gay,  1  straight)  seek  2  F  (28  +  )  to 
share  house  in  Brookline.  3  min  to  T,  10 
min  to  Coolidge  Corner.  $141.25+ util. 
277-2986. _ (28) 

3  LF  sk  1  to  share  Ig  7  rm  apt  In  Dor¬ 
chester  near  T  &  bus.  Cats  OK  $65  & 
own  bdrm.  Call  B4  3  pm  288-3146,  Lori. 
_ (28) 

GF,  prof,  sks  GF  (25  +  )  to  shr  3  BR  in 
Smrville  3  decker.  Sunny,  yd,  porch. 
Smkr  OK;  resp,  neat  woman  dsrd.  180  + 
utils.  666-2420,  eves. _ (28) 

BOSTON  GOT  YOU  BEAT? 

M  Ikng  4  1  or  2  persons  to  shr  6  rm  hse 
ovrlkng  Plum  Is.  Good  for  artist  or 
someone  skng  restfromcity.  Ipswich 
356-3008.  morns. _ (28) 

Mature  F  to  share  spac  Waltham  apt 
homey  2  bdrm  frpl  semiveg  supportv 
indpt  33  yr  old  GF  1  blk  bus-train.  $187 
+  util  482-8370  (w)  899-8373  (h).  Val.  (28) 

Professional  person  27  wants  room,  to 
share  apt  or  find  roommate  to  search 
with.  Currently  live  In  Boston,  work  in 
Brookline.  Avail  2/1  or  3/1.  GCN  Box 
367.  I  want  1o  move  from  where  I  am 
now. 

_ (2?) 

'  BROOKLINE 
GF  is  looking  for  2  rmmates  -to  share 
modern  convenient  3  br  apt  Col  Cor 
Brklne.  Will  consider  GM.  Rent  (incl 
heat)  195/mo.  277-5970. _ (29) 

HELP!  me  escape  San  Francisco!  Non¬ 
macho  M,  33,  desperately  desires  to 
leave  the  Castro  for  the  East  Bay.  Long¬ 
time  gay  antiwar  activist  &  journalist, 
currently  employed  as  a  jail  social 
worker/paralegal.  John  (415)  863-5963. 
_ (30) 

Three  men,  one  gay,  two  straight, 
looking  for  gay  men  or  women,  Bi,  or 
‘straight,  to  live  in  a  commune  type 
setting  in  Salem,  NH  area.  35  min  to 
downtown  Boston.  Should  have  trans¬ 
portation.  Hoping  to  find  house  by 
March.  Write  (in  a  jittle  detail  of 
yourself  and  desires)  In  C/O  GCN  Box 
372. _ (c) 

Looking  for  nonsmoker  to  share  apt  in 
lovely  Somerville  with  2GM  Mar  1  near 
Steves  ice  cream  on  bus  lines  $165  plus 
dep  incls  utls.  617623-6524. _ (29) 

1  LF  sks  1  or  2,  25+  for  friendly  but 

independent  hshld  nr  Inman  Sq.  $180 
for  1,  $130  ea  for  2  ht  inc.  No  smoke. 
Jackie  623-8154  keep  trying! _ { 27 ) 

FABULOUS  WEST  SOM 

2  GMs  sk  non-smoking  rmmte  for  Ige, 

sunny  West  Som  apt.  $134/mo  +  util,  nr 
MBTA.  Avail  Mar  1.  Sorry,  no  pets.  Call 
eves  776-6377.  (VC) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliabfe 
Experienced. 

661-2958 (c) 


RESORTS 


TRAVEL  SPECIALS 

Air  +  land  from  Boston  7  nights. 
Athens  $658.00.  London  $558.00.  Aca¬ 
pulco  $479.00.  Cartagena  $437.00. 
Santo  Domingo  $407.00.  San  Francisco 
+  LA  Rt  Air  $286.00.  Hawaii  Rt  Air 
$491.90.  London  Rt  Air  $370.00.  For  all 
your  travel  needs  call  weekdays  2  to  5 
Frank  617  482-4994. _ (28) 

Enjoy  a  palm  frond  weekend  at  the 
Pagoda  wimmins  space  on  the  beach. 
Rentals.  207  —  G  Coastal  Hwy,  St. 
Augustine,  FL  32084,  904  824-2970,  (30) 

WOMEN,  ITS  MIGRATION  TIME 
Come  roost  at  Ellie’s  Nest,  a  unique 
guest  house  for  women  only.  A/C,  heat, 
TV  in  every  room.  Pool,  sun  deck,  hot 
tub,  continental  breakfast.  1414  New¬ 
ton,  Key  West,  FL  (305)  296-5757. 
_ _ _  (24)  (-2) 

CARMEN  MIRANDA  VERANDA 
For  women!  Tropical  guest  house  in 
delightful  Key  West.  Charm  &  comfort. 
Carmen  Miranda  Veranda,  418  United 
St,  Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  294-8345. 

J31) 

WOMEN  OR  MEN 

Have  a  romantic  weekend  with  a  friend; 
stay  with  us  at  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Guest  House,  158  Commercial,  Prov- 
incetown.  487-3332. _ ___  (28) 


FOR  SALE 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 


PIECE  OF  HISTORY/HERSTORY 
Commemorative  liberty  buttons  from 
the  Oct.  14  March  on  Washington  with  a 
quote  from  Harvy  Milk  Available  by  mail 
$1  to  625  Shrader  St.  #8,  San  Francisco 
Calif.  94117. _ (29) 

Single-horse-drawn  doctor's  buggy. 
Model:  Excelsior,  built  1855,  restoration 
near  completed.  Use  as  decorator  piece 
or  on  the  streets.  Must  sell.  Best  offer 
over  $700.  Call  Larry,  426-7042.  (28) 

JOB  opportunities" 

American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
religious,  pacifist,  social  change 
organization  seeks:  Affirmative  Action 
Director  and  Fundraiser  in  Philadel¬ 
phia;  Fundraiser  in  Chicago.  For 
information  about  AFSC  openings 
Write:  Karen  Cromley,  AFSC,  1501 
Cherry  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102.  (28) 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  Advertising  or  sales  experience  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women 
and  men  in  advertising  necessary 
Please  address  inquiries  and  resumes 
to  Amy  Hoffman,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

Gay  publisher  needs  someone  with 
^rge  car  or  van  to  take  mail  sacks  to 
Post  Office.  This  will  involve  about  one 
hour  each  Monday  and  Wednesday  af- 
ternoon.  Pay  is  $60/mo,  542-5679.  (24) 

APARTMENTS 

WORCESTER  SQUARE  SUBLET 

Lge  rm  w  eatin  kit,  new  paint,  sand  firs- 
share  bath;  furnished  or  unfurnl-1-- 
$210  incl.  all  utilities.  617  536-9546 
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SOUTH  END  WORC  SQ 
3’/2  rm  mod  apt  $285/mp,  ref  req.  Avail 
immed  247-0570, _  (27) 

So  End  Lge  sunny  rom  w  eat-in  kit. 
owner-occ.  bldg.,  newly  decorated; 
sand,  firs,  share  bath;  $210/month 
includes  all  util.  617  536-9546.  (29) 

South  End  —  Good  space.  Exc.  loca¬ 
tion.  Needs  work.  4  rooms.  $300/mo.  1st 
and  last  mo.  down,  gas  +  heat 
included.  617  247-0018.  (31) 


GCN  SPECIALS 

Volunteer  typists  needed.  Set  your  own 
hours.  Call  Amy  or  Mike  at  426-4469  and 
they'll  tell  you  what  is  needed  at  the 
time.  Thank  you. 

THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and 
layout  6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St. (near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops), 
2nd  floor.  426-4469. 


FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


PEOPLE  W/ACCESS  TO 
OFFSET  MACHINES 
GCN  has  lost  its  source  of  offset  print¬ 
ing.  If  you  have  access  to  offset  print¬ 
ing  on  a  regular  basis  (we  need  things 
like  free  renewal  notices  printed)  and 
want  to  help  us  out,  please  call  Mike  or 
Richard  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 


FREE  GCN! 

If  you  are  organizing  or  attending  a 
convention,  workshop,  or  meeting  and 
would  like  to  distribute  free  back 
issues  of  GCN,  please  send  name  and 
address  to  which  they  should  be  sent, 
number  of  copies  desired,  date  needed 
by.  Please  give  5  weeks  advance  notice. 
Write  to  GCN  Promotions  Dept.,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

LESBIAN  MOTHERS 

I  am  working  on  an  article  for  GCN 
about  lesbian  mothers  coming  out  to 
their  children.  If  you'd  like  to  share  your 
experiences  in  doing  this  or  discuss 
your  reasons  for  not  coming  out,  please 
write  to  Gia  Berkman,  c/o  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108.  If 
you  use  real  names  in  your  description, 
please  indicate  if  they  should  be 
changed  in  the  article. 


BACK  ISSUES 

If  anyone  out  there  has  extra  copies  of 
Volume  8,  #1  (Judy  Chicago)  or  #6  (Pink 
Pentagon),  please  send  them  to  us.  We 
have  almost  none,  and  we  need  them 
for  numerous  wonderful  purposes.  We 
would  really  appreciate  it  if  you  could 
send  them  to  us,  honest.  Send  them  to 
Mike  at  GCN.  Thanks. 


HEY,  BUDDY,  CAN  YOU  SPARE  A  JOB? 
GCN  part-time  staffer  needs  second 
part-time  job.  Experienced 
photographic  technician  with  other 
miscellaneous  skills.  Prefer  gay 
environment.  Contact  David,  GCN 
426-4469. _ (c) 

WORK  YOUR  OWN  HOURS 
GCN  is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to  start 
immediately.  Full-time  and  part-time 
available.  Meet  new  people,  explore 
new  places.  20%  commission.  Will 
train.  We  supply  leads!  Call  Larry  at 
GCN,  426-7042. 

Impoverished  news  editor  needs 
donations  of  bedroom  furniture  — 
dresser,  desk,  bookcase,  double  bed. 
Call  Denise  at  GCN,  426-4469.  Thanks. 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

PRISONERS 

GAYCON  Press  Newsletter:  news  and 
other  useful  info  about  gay  prisoners  is 
available  from  U.S.  Mission  Outreach 
for  $6  per  year  (FREE  to  prisoners). 
Write  to  Ron  Endersby,  Gaycon  Press 
Newsletter,  20  12th  St.,  No.  326,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94103. 

PRISONER  SUPPORT  GROUP 
If  you  are  gay  or  straight  and  you’ve  a 
lover,  loved  one,  family  member  who  is 
gay  and  is  presently  incarcerated  in  a 
Prison  here  in  Mass,  or  elsewhere,  and 
you  would  like  to  talk  about  it,  and 
receive  support  from  others  who  are 
experiencing  the  same  pain,  anger,  and 
frustration  that  we  feel  when  having  to 
deal  with  the  Prison  System,  then  drop 
us  a  line  telling  us  about  your  present 
situation.  Group  will  form  when  we 
have  at  least  ten  people  who  are  inter¬ 
ested.  Write:  Prison  Support  Group, 
G.C.N.,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alii-' 
ance/Morris  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarian  '  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388. 


Prisoners 
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INMATE  IN  TEXAS  PRISON 
EMBATTLED  WITH  MAIL  CENSOR¬ 
SHIP  INVOLVING  GCN  DENIAL 
WOULD  LIKE  ACTIVIST  CORRES¬ 
PONDENT,  SO  THAT  NEWS/CHATTER 
CAN  GET  THROUGH  TO  ME  (NO 
CORRESPONDENCE  CENSORSHIP) 
Fred  MARKHAM,  Ellis  Unit  257574, 

Huntsville,  TX  77340, _  (22) 

Young  men  presently  incarcerated  in 
the  O.S.P.,  lonely,  needing  contact  with 
the  outside  world.  Please  write!  KEITH 
PHILLIPS  Box  97,86281,  McAlester,  OK 
74501 _ (23) 

I  like  most  non-fiction,  .history  books, 
and  novels  that  deal  with  dreams 
coming  true,  and  would  really 
appreciate  it  if  some  nice  guys  would 
write.  Marvin  Lee  BLUFORD,  C-10755 
#1263,  P.O.  Box  A-E,  San  Luis  Obispo, 
CA93409.  (21) 

I’ve  been  moved  recently  to  Lompoc. 
Didn't  get  any  response  to  my  other  ad, 
but  that's  not  why  I  moved.  I’d  still  love 
to  hear  from  you  people  out  there! 
Peaches  COOPER,  40659-115,  Box  W, 

Lompoc,  C  A  93438. _ (20) 

I  have  never  done  anything  like  this 
before  (writing  and  asking  for  penpals) 
and  do  not  know  what  information  to 
put  in.  However,  I  am  lonely  and  would 
like  to  write  to  someone  out  there  and 
maybe  someone  out  there  would  enjoy 
hearing  from  me.  My  hobbies  are  body 
building,  chess,  the  opera,  jogging  and 
cooking.  In  August  of  1981  I’ll  be 
paroled  to  the  Bay  area  (PS  I've  heard 
many  good  things  about  your  work  in 
improving  the  situation  for  gay 
prisoners  and  thank  you  for  those 
efforts.)  Garland  D.  GORDEN,  Box  7 
#48448-146.  Terminal  Island  CA  90731. 


The  American  civil  Liberties  union 
(ACLU)'s  National  Cay  Rights  Project 
has  announced  the  formation  of  a 
Cay  Prisoners’  Group  which  will 
"document  Incidents  of  selective 
abuse  or  discrimination  suffered  by 
lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  at  the 
hands  of  police,  the  courts,  Jail  or 
prison  personnel  or  other  pris¬ 
oners.’’  This  Is  the  first 
comprehensive  program  for  col¬ 
lecting  data  on  the  status  of  gay 
prisoners.  Anyone  having  infor 
matlon  about  selective  abuse  In  US 
prisons  should  send  It  to  Don 
Campbell,  aclu  ngrp  Prisoners 
committee,  633  S.  Shatto  Place,  lo$ 
Angeles  CA  90005. 


I  would  like  to  write  to  someone  with  a 
good  look  at  life  and  with  a  good 
understanding  and  intelligence.  That’s 
about  it.  Thanks!  Seola  NASH,  Camp 
J35R5#91084,  Angola  LA  70712.  (22) 

I  got  your  address  from  Gay  Sunshine 
out  of  California.  They  told  me  you 
might  be  able  to  help  me  find  someone 
who  would  like  to  write  a  lonely  gay 
prisoner  in  dire  need  of  some  contact 
with  his  gay  brothers  and  sisters. 
George  E.  TUSTIN,  296518A,  Ramsey  2 
Rt.  2  Box  1200,  RosharonTX  77583.  (22) 

I’m  a  diesel  truck  driver  by  trade  (but  I’m 
not  driving  right  now).  I’d  like  to  write  to 
some  gays  on  the  streets.  I  hope  to  be 
released  in  the  next  few  months.  My 
case  is  in  the  State  Supreme  Court. 
Could  I  have  a  copy  of  your  paper  too? 
Thanks.  Richard  CREDILLE,  81921 
JHCC  Box  548,  Lexington,  OK  73051. 

(22) 


A  ROSE  AMONG  THE  THORNS 
There  is  a  rose  budding  among  the 
thorns  in  Bristol  County.  The  Bristol 
County  Homophile  Alliance  for  Political 
Action  is  that  rose.  Would  you  like  to 
see  the  rose  bloom?  To  do  so  we  ask 
only  that  you  send  us  one  dollar. 
BCHAPA  Box  107,  Dartmouth,  MA 
02174.  Thank  you. _ (20) 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bl,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 

JOIN  INTEGRITY 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  Friends.  Chap¬ 
ters  in  major  cities,  worship  program, 
social  events.  Free  publication  sample 
on  request.  Write  J.  Lawrence,  10 
Mercier  Ave.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 
(617)262-3057. _ (26) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC  ■ 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  calf 
for  the  latest  Information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call¬ 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  noon  til  midnight.  (20). 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work-join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011, 


NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Nashua:  889-1416; 
Dover/Portsmouth:  431-1541.  A  state¬ 
wide  lesbian  organization,  meeting  the 
third  Saturday  of  every  month.  Support, 
education,  and  political  action,  since 
1976. _ (c) 

New  women’s  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  &/ or  resume  to  Women's 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135.  367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 


Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090.  . 

United  Methodists  for  Gay  And 

Lesbian  Concerns  Resurrects! 

Write  —  Affirmation,  Box  202 
745  Comm  Ave.  Boston,  MA  02215. 

_ (50) 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Pi.,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  (Old 
West  Church).  Office  523-7664.  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome. 


METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munion  every  Weds,  at  7pm,  753-8360. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00. 


WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands 
together  into  a  single  political  force 
and  to  unite  women  with  all  the 
oppressed,  we  need  our  own  political 
party.  Support  groups  for  men.  For  info, 
send  SASE  to  Political  Discussion 
Group,  C/O  Cambridge  Women’s  Ctr,  46 
Pleasant  St,  Cam,  MA  02139  _ (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  M A  02138.  (36) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  Old  Camb.  Bap. 
Raps  every  Tues.  &  Thur.  8pm.  Bi¬ 
monthly  magazine  FOCUS  $8.00. 
Monthly  social  &  fund-raising  event. 
Info  &  office  hours  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate.  _ (c) 

BOYS  AND  MEN  IN  LOVE 
If  so,  you  need  us  and  we  need  you! 
Write  to  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  for  info:  NAM/BLA  PO 
Box  174-B,  New  York,  NY  10018  (30) 

PUBLICATIONS 


Free  lesbian  catalog  of  books,  send  two 
15c  stamps,  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station,  NY  11746,  (516)  427-1289.  (12) 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being 
formed  to  support  GCN  in  its  long¬ 
standing  effort  to  get  free  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  the  paper  in  to  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  prisoners  and  also  to 
get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other 
week  there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list 
on  the  Classifieds  page.)  Volun¬ 
teer  help  is  always  appreciated  in 
this  and  other  parts  of  the  project 
(including  doing  outreach  to 
women  prisoners  and  researching 
and  informing  prisoners  of  their 
mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution,  it  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thank  you. 


POSRIP  (People  Organized  lo  Stop  Rape  In 
Prisons)  is  a  group  of  men  and  women,  gays 
and  non-gays,  prisoners  and  non-prisoners 
who  are  working  to  stop  sexual  abuse  in 
prison.  POSRIP  puts  out  a  News  letter  and 
sample  copies  are  available  from  POSRIP, 
Box  4413,  Chicago  IL  60680. 


GAYCON  Press  Newsletter  news  and 
other  useful  Info  about  gay  prisoners  is 
available  from  US  Mission  Outreach  for 
$6  per  year  (FREE  to  prisoners!).  Write 
to  Ron  Endersby,  Gaycon  Press  News¬ 
letter,  20  12th  St.,  No.  326,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94103. 


Writer  and  poet  wishing  to  correspond 
with  others  of  like  bent.  Prison 
organizer,  hobbies  galore,  looking  for 
someone  not  afraid  to  be  open  and 
honest.  Johnny  Lee  DUVAL,  Box  149 
#73C-152,  Attica  NY  14011, _ (22) 

The  National  Gay  Task  Force  gave  me 
your  name  (GCN)  when  I  asked  them  for 
to  help  me  find  someone  to  write. 
Please  let  people  know  that  I’m  lonely 
(and  sexy!  used  to  be  a  go-go  dancer) 
and  want  to  write  to  someone  gay. 
Thanks  a  lot!  Jimmy  SHARP,  Box  511, 
#149-696,  Columbus  OH  43216.  (22) 

A  fellow  prisoner  suggested  I  write  you 
because  he  placed  an  ad  in  your 
column  and  was  very  lucky  and  is  now 
corresponding  regularly  with  a  swell- 
minded  person.  If  you’d  do  this  for  me 
I'd  certainly  be  awfully  grateful.  It 
would  not  matter  how  you  worded  it. 
Thanks  a  lot.  Roland  A.  REAVES  Jr., 
Box  45699  #140827,  Lucasville  OH 
45699. _ (22) 


Hello!  I’ve  heard  a  lot  about  your  paper 
and  all  the  help  you  give  to  people  like 
myself.  My  name  is  Terry  and  I  would 
like  to  hear  from  people  on  the  outside. 
Write  soon!  TERRY  E.  ROBBIN  152069, 
Box  5500  Chillicothe,  OH  46501  (23) 

Sincere  person  looking  for  understand¬ 
ing  friends.  Never  had  much  schooling, 
but  do  have  a  faithful  and  loving  heart. 
No  family  and  five  years  here  make  for 
few  contacts  with  the  real  world.  All 
letters  will  be  answered!!  Please  write 
to  MASTER  McWHORTER  025879,  P.O. 
Box  221,  Raiford,  FL  32083  (West  Unit 
58) _ (23) 

I’m  a  gay  man  serving  time  in  the  Louis¬ 
iana  State  Penitentiary  and  I  am  indi¬ 
gent.  I’m  very  lonely,  and  would  like  so 
very  much  to  have  some  other  gay 
people  to  correspond  with.  Thank  You. 
EDWARD  RAY  WALLACE  P.M.B.  90436 
C.B.B.U/R  12,  Angola,  LA  70712  (23) 

Young  lonely  man  with  no  family,  would 
like  to  get  mail  from  other  people  on  the 
outside  (free)  world.  Love  sports,  and 
keeping  in  shape.  JEFF  HOUSE  P.O. 
Box  7,  San  Pedro,  CA  90731 _ (23) 

I’m  gay,  doing  time  in  Colorado  feeling 
lonely  without  receiving  mail,  like  to 
hear  from  gays  or  queens  to  share  feel¬ 
ings  and  have  sincere  relationships. 
Will  write  to  all  who  write.  LONNIE 
BADGETT  103045577  Box  R,  Buena 
Vista,  CO  81211. _ (23) 

Male,  wishes  to  correspond  with 
sincere  intelligent  people  who  are  will¬ 
ing  to  give  of  their  time  to  one  less  for¬ 
tunate  than  themselves.  My  hobbies  are 
sports,  music,  reading,  photography. 
Will  answer  all  who  write.  CARL  SHEL¬ 
TER  159-021,  P.O.  Box  5500,  Chilli- 
cothe,  OH  45601 _ (23) 

Male,  would  like  to  hear  from  other 
men.  My  hobbies  are,  Motor  Cycles, 
travelling,  meeting  people,  hunting,  and 
parties!  Write  soon!!!  RICHARD 
BURCH,  Jr.  46351,  C-28,  Parchman,  MS 
38738 _ (23) 

I  am  a  gay  prisoner  who  is  lonely  and 
would  like  to  correspond  with  others 
who  are  warm  and  caring.  BILLY  JOE 
WILLIAMS  87955  Camp  Shark  2L 
Angola,  LA  70712 _ (23) 

My  name  is  Johnny  Leo  but  my  friends 
call  me  Smiley  Prince.  I’m  an  intel¬ 
ligent,  strong,  athletic,  handsome 
Egyptian  Indian  who  desires  to 
correspond  with  anyone  who's  real 
down  to  earth.  Life  is  gay!  Can  we  lay 
and  parlay?  J.S.  LEO,  Drawer  B 
#76A-0515  (B6-363),  Stormville,  NY 
12582  (22) 


Monthly  calendar  of  women's  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 
$1  for  sample  issue.  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235, 
Contook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
•  A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press 
publication,  welcomes  review  copies, 
authors’  queries,  and  subscriptions: 
$5.00  for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor 
Station,  Boston,  MA  02123. _ (c) 


HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 

newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 


Periodicals  by  Mail  is  a  project  de¬ 
signed  to  give  wider  accessibility  to 
worthwhile  periodicals  not  distributed 
through  many  newsstands.  For  a  free 
list  of  over  70  alternative  periodicals 
which  can  be  ordered  by  mail,  send 
your  name,  address,  and  a  15c  stamp  to: 
Periodicals  by  Mail,  a  periodical  retreat, 
336 Vi  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48104. 
_  • _ (1/mo) 


FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $6.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays'  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. 

Author  wishes  to  sell  stories  to  public. 
Coco  Comes  Out;  Clayton's  Sorrow, 
$10  pp  each.  Please  write  CROW  INK, 
INC.,  PO  Box  1384  Boston,  MA  02104, 


I  haven’t  received  mail  in  a  long  time, 
and  I  am  lonely.  Would  you  care  to  write 
to  me?  I’ll  answer  all  letters!  Write  to: 
CR  LINDSEY  139-188,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699 _ (23) 

Young  gay  man  in  a  prison  in  the  peach 
tree  state  would  like  to  hear  from  other 
“peaches"  I  am  lonely  and  would  like  to 
write  to  other  gay  men.  Write.  CHRIS 
BASSETT,  P.O.  Box  119206  F-4,  Reids- 
ville.GA  30499 _ (23) 

GWM  in  prison.  Have  no  family.  I  seek 
father  image.  Will  answer  all  who  care 
to  write.  Please  write  I  am  lonely!  M. 
FRAZIER  84659  C-A  Angola,  LA  70712 
_ _ _ _ (23) 

I  have  been  in  prison  for  3V2  years  now, 
it  gets  awfully  lonely  in  here.  Would  like 
to  hear  from  other  people.  Will  answer 
all  sincere  letters.  JERRY  CROWELL 
150-295,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH 
45699 _ (23) 

Would  like  to  correspond  with  people 
who  have  box  numbers.  Please  write. 
ROBERT  LEE  ANDERSON  G-3G5-P  PO 
Box  119206,  Reidsville,  GA  30499  (23) 

My  name  is  Romeo.  I’m  intelligent  and 
would  like  to  exchange  thoughts  with 
open-minded  persons.  My  interests  are 
many,  my  pleasures  are  few.  I  seek  not 
pity  but  rather  a  more  meaningful  rela¬ 
tionship  such  as  friendship.  I  feel  wher¬ 
ever  you  can  share  a  tear,  smile,  or 
thought  with  a  stranger  then  you  are 
strangers  no  longer.  Fifteen  cents  is  a 
very  small  investment  for  happiness 
from  a  friend  in  need  of  a  friend. 
ROMEO  CONNER  149-813  S.O.C.  F. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699  (23) 

Body-builder  and  history  freak 
(especially  World  War  II)  looking  for 
someone  to  write  and  be  friends  with. 
Roger  D.  STAFFORD,  Box  97  #103767, 
McAlester  OK  74501. _ (22) 

Gay  inmate  down  here  in  Georgia 
Youthful  Offender  Unit,  into  reading  all 
kinds  of  books  and  swimming.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  gay  guys  out  there. 
Will  be  paroled  to  Maine  in  April  ‘81. 
Please  write.  John  Michael  MCINTOSH, 
EY-123317,  Holly  Bldg  1  GCIYD  Unit, 
Hardwick  GA  31034. _ (22) 


Well,  I’ve  finally  saved  enough  for  a 
stamp!  Now  I  hope  you’ll  place  an  ad  in 
your  prisoner  penpal  section  for  me.  I’m 
tired  of  playing  games  in  here.  Into 
loving,  living  and  sharing.  Seeking 
youthful  fern  with  a  sincere  heart. 
Dakota  MARDOCK,  Box  14  Unit  3 
#1 4896-A,  Boise  ID  83707. _ (22) 


Calendar 

weekly  events 

*********  ***** 

Boston,  Ma  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  events  (with  Info  # s):  volley  ball 
266-2147;  running  492-1339;  swimming 

227- 5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336;  basketball 
236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 

Boston,  Ma  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events  (info:  282-9161)  volleyball,  roller¬ 
skating,  soccer,  swimming,  basketball,  skiing 
and  running.  Men  and  women  welcome. 

★  ★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 

'  'Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  third  Sunday  of  the  month  (see  also 
Saturdays).  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  12:30-2:30pm.  Beginners  welcome.  Info: 
Beth  666-4278  or  Michael  492-1339. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gays  at  MIT  (GAMIT)  meets 
at  5pm  Walker  Memorial  Bldg.  142  Mem.  Dr. 
3rd  fl.  Everyone  welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women's 
programming.  Music,  ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
news,  Interviews  and  music  program  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  On  WCAS,  740AM.  11am. 

Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336  or 
Joe  443-4775.  All  are  invited. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod,  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
County  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Os¬ 
good  St.  7pm. 

Concord,  N H  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info: 

228- 8049. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8 
$2. 


monday 


Brookline,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  '81 
organizing  committee  meets  on  the  2nd  and 
4th  Mondays  of  the  month.  Call  731-6737  for 
more  info.  Tonight:  potluck  dinner  and  or¬ 
ganizing  meeting.  61  Atherton  Rd.  7pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
M  A  02140. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  825-0181. 

Amherst ,  MA  —  Gay/Lesbian/Bi  Rap  Group. 
UMass  Campus  Center.  6:30-9pm.  Info: 
545-0154. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Brfttleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  meet  at  7:30pm  at 
Grade  Square  Hosp.  420  E.  76th  St. 
Somerville,  MA  —  Women's  Center  Coffee¬ 
house.  7:30-10:30pm.  Entertainment  for 
women  every  Mon.  eve.  at  the  Women's 
Center,  38  Union  Sq.  (above  laundromat). 
Food  and  non-alcoholic  refreshments.  $1 
donation.  Info:  623-9340.  (Volunteers  needed 
to  help  staff  the  Center,  answer  phones, 
giving  referral  info,  etc.  Info:  623-9340). 


New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 
Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info- 
278-5475. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.9FM).  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8:30pm.  279-0707. 


Wednesday 


tuesday 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al¬ 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22. 7-9pm.  128A 
T remont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 
Worcester,  MA  —  Frenz  and  Luvvers  of 
Worcester  potluck  supper  and  meeting. 
Second  Wed.  of  each  month.  All  welcome. 
Info:  Box  213,  West  Boylston,  MA  01583  or 
756-7938,  8-9pm. 

Providence,  B I  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  —  "Oakdale,  Indiana,"  a  lesbian 
soap  opera,  Weds,  on  WBAI,  99.5FM,  at  6:10 
pm  and  at  midnight.  ■ 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI,  99.5FM,  Gay  Rap. 
279-0707.  8:30-9:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Liberation  Allows  Drag 
(GLAD)  meeting.  1835  First  Ave.  Info:  473-5886 
x204.  Ask  for  Eve. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  ..  , 

Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meets  on  the  first  fMljrCQQy 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  support  and  / 

political  action.  355  Boylston  St.  (church 
annex).  7:30pm.  Refreshments. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Health  Discussion 
Group.  First  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Women's 
Community  Health  Center.  639  Mass  Ave. 
Info:  547-2302. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Cambridge! MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organ¬ 
ization  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activ¬ 
ities. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organ¬ 
ization  tor  women.  Discussions  and  social 
hour.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass  Ave  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  Info  on  all 
DOB  activities 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People  s  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  rhursdays  at  the  Unitarian 

Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 

History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  428-7351. 

Cambridge,  MA  — '  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women’s  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Biweekly  gay  male  “S/M" 
support  group.  8pm.  Info:  Brian  243-3332 
(6-10pm). 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  at 
NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th  floor. 
7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012 

Boston,  MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University's  social  and  support  group  for 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 


friday 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom- 
field  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  Iona  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  426- 
4469. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over 
35  rap  group.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Last  Friday  and  2nd  Wed¬ 
nesday  of  the  month.  Info:  661-3633. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'lT  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and  Wash¬ 
ington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 
Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  Thurs.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info:  542-0144. 
Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Youth  United  (LYU). 
Rap  group.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  women  22  and 
under  who  are  or  are  considering  being  les¬ 
bians.  128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  floor).  Call 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth)  at  338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371. 
(6pm-midnight). 


Saturday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  and  oc¬ 
casional  activities  for  lesbians  and  gay  youth 
14-22.  128A  Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.)  4th 
floor.  Info:  BAGLY  338-9472  (esp.  Wed.  & 
Thurs.  eves)  or  Hotline  426-9371  (eves). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk- 
dancing.  First  Saturday  of  the  month,  3-5pm 
followed  by  a  potluck  dinner.  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  Beginners  welcome. 
(See  also  Sundays).  Info:  Beth  666-4278  or 
Michael  492-1339. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  “Common  Ground."  a  free¬ 
form  lesbian  and  gay  radio  program  with 
poetry  and  music.  WMBR,  88.1FM.  Public  ser¬ 
vice  announcements  welcome.  494-8810. 9am. 


coming  events 


jan  31  sat 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Cambridge  Women's  Cen 
ter.  Open  house  from  11am-6pm  with  presen¬ 
tations  by  Boston  area  women's  groups.  All 
women  and  children  invited.  Food  and  music. 
FREE.  46  Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  354-8807. 

feb  3  tues 

New  York,  NY  —  "Masturbation  can  be  a  good 
first  choice,"  West  Side  Discussion  Group. 
Greenwich  House,  7th  Ave.  So,  (at  Barrow  St.). 
8:30pm.  $2.  Social  hour  and  refreshments. 

4  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Sherli  Sherwood, 
music.  Weds,  are  women  only  nights  at  Oasis. 
355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors 
open  at  7:30pm.  No  admission  after  8.  $3. 

5  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  HELP  WITH  LAY¬ 
OUT  AND  PROOFREADING.  SEE  THURS¬ 
DAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Disloyal  to  civilization":  a 
discussion  of  Adrienne  Rich's  essay  at  Les¬ 
bian  Liberation,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge, 
Women's  Center.  8pm.  Info:  354-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Hillary  Kay,  folk 
music.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance). 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  one  admitted  after 
8.  All  are  welcome.  $3  contribution. 

6  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR 
DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Prison  Art  Project,  an  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  paintings,  audio,  video,  sculptures  and 
photos  by  inmate  artists.  Feb.  6-27,  M-F, 
10am-4pm.  Federal  Rserve  Bank  Gallery  (iron- 
t  :i_,  no?),  across  Summer  St.  from  South  Sta¬ 
tion. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gertrude  Stein  Memorial 
Folk  Dance.  Folk  dance  costumes  encour¬ 
aged.  Beginners  and  experts  welcome.  MIT 
Student  Center,  4th  floor.  84  Mass.  Ave. 
8-1 1pm.  All  are  welcome.  Info:  254-0907.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  AmTikva. 

Boston,  MA  —  “The  Lesbian  Wedding  Jjame,” 
a  play  and  audience  participation  game  which 
helps  you  explore  different  types  of  lesbian 
relationships.  And  see  a  slide/tape  show  on 
"Lesbians  in  fiction,"  by  Maida  Tilchen.  Oasis 
Coffeehouse,  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  en¬ 
trance).  Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  one  admit¬ 
ted  after  8.  $3. 

Boston,  MA  —  A  working  conference  on 
Women  and  Racism,  sponsored  by  the  N.E. 
Women's  Studies  Assoc  Info:  Women's 
Studies,  UMass  Boston,  287-1900  ext.  2378. 


7  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian/Gay  Theater  Loft  work 
party,  to  clean,  paint,  hang  lights,  etc.  10am- 
6pm.  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  Sta.)  Info: 
876-8819  (keep  trying!) 

Amherst,  MA  —  UMass  Women's  Studies  pre¬ 
sents  Holly  Near  in  a  benefit  concert  for  the 
National  Women's  Studies  Assoc.  Fine  Arts 
Center.  8pm.  Signed  for  the  hearing  impaired. 
Info:  (617)  784-7322  or  (413).  545-1922. 
Framingham,  MA  —  “The  truth  about 
women,"  a  conference  on  the  buried  history 
of  women,  sponsored  by  the  Framingham 
State  Women's  Center.  Workshops  on  Sexual 
harassment  at  work,  women  in  art  and  liter¬ 
ature.  Info:  872-6900  or  620-1220  X313. 
Boston,  MA  —  Day-long  writing  workshop  for 
women  with  ‘writer's  block'.  Info:  Beth 
Hodges  (617)566-2153. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Anabel  Graetz, 
Balkan  music.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  en¬ 
trance).  7:30pm,  $3.  All  are  welcome. 

8  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men 
Together.  Business  meeting  and  discussion, 
followed  by  refreshments  and  socializing. 
2pm.  Info:  566-7466. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Three  Boston  Poets: 
Suzanne  Berger.  Naomi  Feigelson  Chase  and 
Ruth  Feldman.  Reading  Workks,  Porter  Sq 
Shopping  Center.  4pm.  Free. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Women’s 
Self-defense  Collective  is  sponsoring  an 
afternoon  potluck  for  women  interested  in 
women's  safety.  Cambridge  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  1-4pm.  Bring  a  snack  or 
dessert  to  share.  Info:  6263986  or  7765924. 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  MA  —  “Clearing,"  an  improvlsational 
dance  company,  will  perform  at  ICA,  955  Boyl¬ 
ston  St.  Feb.  8  at  8:30pm.  and  Feb.  9  at  6  and 
8:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  instruments.  355  Boylston  St. 
(chapel  entrance).  $2.  All  are  welcome. 


9  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis 
Center  will  be  training  new  volunteers  for  Its 
collective.  The  center  does  counseling,  hos¬ 
pital,  police  and  court  advocacy  and  commun¬ 
ity  education.  Training  sessions  will  be  held 
on  Feb.  9,  16,  23.  and  Mar.  2,  14  and  15.  Info: 
492-RAPE. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  A  support  group  for 
Lesbian  Health  Care  Workers  (and  workers  In 
training)  will  meet  at  the  Women's  Commun¬ 
ity  Health  Center,  639  Mass.  Ave.  at  8pm.  Info: 
628-4692. 


